
 
 

Title: Will Paris pave way for Africa’s prosperity and transformation? 
 
From an African perspective, there are two key aspirations at COP21 in Paris. First, the post-2020 
climate agreement should be ambitious and equitable enough to keep global warming within the 
2°C threshold while ensuring prosperity for all. Second, the climate deal should be strongly 
reflective of finance, technology, and capacity building transfers from developed to developing 
countries.  
 

Abstract 
 
Key questions for deliberations are:  
1. Will the “Paris Deal” meet Africa’s expectations?  

 Will the post-2020 climate agreement facilitate Africa’s leapfrogging to a low emission and 
socially inclusive development pathway through the provision of adequate finance and 
technology?  

 Will the post‐2020 climate agreement address the linkages and potential trade‐offs of low 
carbon strategies with the Post-2105 Development Agenda to eradicate poverty, access to 
energy, infrastructure development, resource management and climate resilience?  

2. Will the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions and Nationally Appropriate Mitigation 
Actions contribute to the overall low carbon transition and mainstreaming of climate concerns into 
national level policy-making and implementation?  

 Role of regional and global partnerships in achieving the common goals.  

 What role can the civil society, private sector, and local governments play in this process?  
 
Objective  
To convene diverse stakeholder groups to deliberate on ‘will’ and ‘how’ the Post‐2020 Climate 
Agreement can meet Africa’s expectations to emerge as leaders in transitioning towards low 
carbon development strategies.  
Output  
In collaboration with the African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) the panel shall prepare a policy brief 
outlining the key conclusions of the deliberations. In addition, PowerPoint presentations shall be 
disseminated through relevant blogs/websites.  
Moderator: RK Pachauri  
Speakers 
1. Fatima Denton (Special Initiatives Division-ACPC, United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa)  

2. Araya Asfaw (Executive Director, the Horn of Africa Regional Environment Centre and Network)  

3. Cosmas Ochieng (Executive Director, African Centre for Technology Studies)  

4. Negmeldin El Hassan (Chairperson of African Group of Negotiators’ on Climate Change)  

5. Youba Sokona (Advisor, South Centre, University of Surrey )  

6. Ibrahim Sessay (Co‐coordinator, African Youth Initiative on Climate Change)  

7. Liberal Seburikoko (Regional Adviser to the Green Climate Fund)  
 


