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Abstract 
 
The African Union’s New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) is supporting 
implementation of climate-smart agriculture (CSA) in Africa through the Agriculture Climate 
Change Programme and other related initiatives. These efforts will stimulate and galvanize 
multi-sectorial and transnational efforts to leverage political, policy, technical and financing 
action for implementation and scaling up of CSA to achieve Vision 25x25, which aims to reach 
25 million African farm households by 2025. Participants in this side event will discuss the 
continent’s approach to climate change and agriculture showcasing progress, experiences and 
lessons from recent work to support scaling-up. The event will also discuss the “way forward” 
beyond COP21 and what efforts are required by both Africans and development partners to 
bring out practical and grass root-based action on agriculture and climate change to open up 
new opportunities for African farmers. 
 
Introduction 
1. The 21st sesion of the Conference of Parties (CoP21) to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change is a landmark event on the global development agenda. COP21, also known as 
the 2015 Paris Climate Conference, will, for the first time in over 20 years of the climate 
negotiations, aim to achieve a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, with the aim 
of keping global warming below 2°C. 
The Fifth report of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPC) paints a grim picture for 
Africa especially in the agriculture sector which employs about 65% of its population and 
contributes 32% to the continents Gros Domestic Product (GDP) acording to the World Bank. 
Climate change is predicted to have significant impact on agriculture therefore constiuting a 
major hurdle for Africa in attaining its developmental aspirations including Agenda 2063 and the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
African Heads of State recognising the impact that climate change has on the agriculture sector 
has set a goal of at least 25 milion farm households practicing CSA by 2025 (refered to as 
Vision 25x25) through the Malabo Declaration of June, 2014. 
The African Union’s New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) is supporting 
implementation of CSA in Africa through the Agriculture Climate Change Programme and other 
related initatives. These efforts will stimulate and galvanize multi-sectorial and trans-national 
efforts to leverage political, policy, technical and financing action for implementation and scaling 
up of CSA to achieve Vision 25x25. 
Another related initative by the NEPAD Agency is the Gender Climate Change Agriculture 
Support Programme (GCASP). This is a NEPAD-led programme that suports women 
smalholder farmers to better cope with the adverse impacts of climate change and climate 
variabilty. The design of the involved a consultative process – bottom up approach where 
women farmers were consulted and were able to share their experiences in Agriculture and the 



climate change isues that they are facing. Working with Government Ministries of Gender, 
Environment and Agriculture also ensured complete ownership of the programme by the 
Member States.  
 
The programme has four main intervention areas, namely: (i) closing 
policy and instiutional gaps; (i) capacity building of women smalholder farmers; (i) creation and 
strengthening of women platforms; and (iv) investments in up-scaling of innovative and 
successful practices of climate-smart agriculture and gender programmes. 
Africa has already made its submission on climate impacts on agriculture, emphasising 
importance of agriculture to its economy and cals on partners to include it in the agrement. 
Africa’s approach to agriculture and climate change involves policies that are “gender apropriate 
because women are the majority of African smallholder farmers”. It is expected that Paris COP 
21 will mark a milestone for vulnerable African smalholder farmers to aces the neded suport o 
mitgate and adapt o the changing climate. 
 
Expected Outcomes: 
The Side Event is convened by NEPAD Agency and wil discus the continent’s approach to 
climate change and agriculture showcasing progress, experiences and lessons from recent 
work to suport scaling up. Participants at the event will also discuss on the “way forward” 
beyond Paris COP 21 and what eforts are required by both Africans and development partners 
to bring out practical and grasrot-based action on agriculture and climate change and open up 
new oportunites for African farmers.  
 
1.1 The Side Event will comprise three main components, namely: 
a) Opening remarks and a keynote presentation on agriculture and climate change in Africa; 
b) One panel discusion adresing oportunites and chalenges for Africa within the climate 
negotiations 
 
Programme  
Time AGENDA ITEM 
10.0-10.15 o Introduction and Purpose of the Event: Mr. Martin Bwalya 
10.15-10.30 1. Key Note/Lead presentation: 
Keynote Statement: H.E John Kufour, ex-President of Ghana and UN Secretary General 
Special Envoy on Climate Change 
10.35-1.15 Panel Discusions: COP 21 and beyond. What is in it for Africa’s agriculture? 
 
Panelists 
- H.E Mohamed Fahmy- President of AMCEN and Minister of Environment, Egypt 
- Mr Nagmeldin Goutbi Elhasan-Chair, African Group of Negotiators on Climate Change 
- Lindiwe Sibanda, CEO, FARNPARN 
- Ms Mal Bodil, Senior Adviser, Department of Climate, Energy and Environment – NORAD, 
Norway 
- Mrs Estherine Fotabong, Director, Programme Implementation and Cordinating 
Directorate, NEPAD Agency 
1:15-1:30 Plenary Discusions 
Expected Participants 
The Event is open to all 
For more information, please contact Kwame Ababio [kwamea@nepad.org] and Edna Kalima 
[ednak@nepad.org] 


