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Abstract 
A number of initiatives have been developed across the African continent to address the 
negative effects of climate change in Africa, as well as capitalize on the opportunities and 
innovations that adaptation and mitigation measures bring. This side event will discuss The New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD’s) approach to financing climate change 
adaptation and mitigation by showcasing results and outcomes of projects being funded and 
technically supported through the NEPAD Climate Change Fund. The forum will also discuss 
the innovative approaches to support the Fund and facilitate the out-scaling of good practices 
from the initial phase of the implemented projects supported through the Fund. In addition, the 
event will provide more information on the Gender Climate Change Agriculture Support  
Programme interventions focus areas, as well as strategies to roll out the programme in other 
countries. 
 
Introduction 
The 21st Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC CoP21) is 
scheduled to take place in Paris, France in December 2015. Building on the outcomes of previous CoPs 
including the most recent COP 20 that resulted in the adoption of the “Lima Call for Climate Action”, 
COP 21 outcome is expected to galvanize concrete actions towards limiting global temperature increase 
below 2°C. 
To facilitate proper Africa’s engagement at the conference, the NEPAD Agency is collaborating with the 
African Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic for Africa (UNECA) and the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) to organise an open forum, the “Africa Pavilion”, where Africa will engage 
and showcase African issues among themselves and with rest of the world. The Pavilion is expected to 
facilitate peer-learning, knowledge sharing and networking across a wide range of players and 
stakeholders including the high-level policy makers and senior executives from member states and non-
state institutions; regional and international scientists and researchers; knowledge centres; practitioners 
including private sector and civil society organisations, media and various bilateral and multilateral 
organisations. Within the ‘Africa Pavilion’ the NEPAD Agency will be hosting a number of side events, 
which include “Financing Climate Change Adaptation in Africa”. 

Climate change impacts are being felt across the globe, with sea levels rise, tropical storms smash into 
coastlines and previously-fertile lands battle with floods or drought. While the discussions on the new 
climate change agreement are advancing, there are other items on the international agendas that are 
yet to be fleshed out. 
Though pledges have been made by various developing partners on climate change adaptation 
financing, how these funds would be raised and implemented are not yet clear. 
In the meantime, a number of initiatives have been developed across the African continent to address 
the negative effects of climate change in Africa, as well as capitalize on the opportunities and 
innovations that adaptation and mitigation measures bring. One initiative is the Gender Climate Change 
Agriculture Support Programme (GCCASP), a NEPAD led programme that supports women smallholder 



farmers to better cope with the adverse impacts of climate variability and climate change. GCCASP 
programme design used a consultative process – bottom up approach, in which women farmers were 
consulted and were able to express their experiences in agriculture and the climate change issues that 
they are facing. Working with Government Ministries of Gender, Environment and Agriculture also 
ensured complete ownership of the programme by the Member States. The initial phase is currently 
being implemented in Cameroon; Ethiopia; Malawi; Niger, and Rwanda. 
In addition, with the support of the Government of Germany, the NEPAD Agency currently manages the 
NEPAD Climate Change Fund, which provides technical and financial support to African Union member 
states; African Regional Economic Communities (RECs); None Governmental Organisations; Community 
Based Organisations and Research Institution, in the areas of adaptation, mitigation and crosscutting 
issues. The experience the Agency has gathered in implementation of the Fund shows that accessibility 
of funds by African institutions should be a very simple process. Also, conventional reporting 
requirements on progress of project implementation should not be a sophisticated process. In essence, 
lack of capacity of institutions to draft a sophisticated proposal, as well as the inability to provide 
conventional reports on projects being implemented should not be impediments to accessing funds. 
Such criteria do not solve the issues and challenges related to climate change; requiring innovative 
approaches and different kinds of support, including technical backstopping, to achieve successes. 
Expected Outcomes: 

The Side Event is convened by NEPAD Agency and will discuss the Agency’s approach to financing 
climate change adaptation and mitigation, by showcasing results and outcomes of projects being funded 
and technically supported through the NEPAD Climate Change Fund. The forum will also discuss the 
innovative approaches to support the Fund, to facilitate the out scaling of the good practices from 
the initial phase of the implemented projects supported through the Fund. In addition, the event will 
provide more information on the GCCASP interventions focus areas, as well as strategies to roll out the 
programme in other countries. 
1.1 The format of the Side Event will be three main components, namely: 
a) Opening remarks and a keynote presentation on NEPAD Climate Change Fund and the GCCASP; 
b) One panel discussion on innovative approaches for financing climate change adaptation in Africa 
Programme 
Time AGENDA ITEM 
Introduction and Purpose of the Event: Mr. Martin Bwalya, Head of Programme 
Development, 
NEPAD Agency 

o Welcome Statement: HE. Dr. Ibrahim A. Mayaki, CEO, NEPAD Agency 
12.15-12.30 1. Key Note/Lead presentation: 
Keynote Statement: Mrs. Estherine Fotabong; Director of Programme Implementation and 
Coordination, NEPAD Agency 
12.30-13.15 Panel Discussions: Climate Change Adaptation Financing. What options for Africa? 
Panellists 
- HE. Dr. Khaled Mohamed Fahmy Abdel Aal, Minister for Environment –Egypt 
- HE. Sindiso Ngwenya-Secretary General, COMESA Secretariat 
- Mr. Peter M. Sullivan, Managing Director, Public Sector Group, City Group, UK 
- BMZ/GIZ 
- Ms Maal Bodil, NORAD Senior Adviser, Department of Climate -Norway 
- Mr. Sam Bickersteth, CEO of CDKN /PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) 
Moderator: TBC 
13:15-13:30 Plenary Discussions 
Expected Participants 



The Event is opened to all 
For more information, please contact Vincent Oparah [vincento@nepad.org] and Edith Kalima 
[ednak@nepad.org] 
 


