
negative. Whi le CIiruate Change wi l1110 doubr exacerba te the situarien, wc make
 

ourselves very vulnerable by continuing to bath neglcct and mismanage our envirorunent.
 

111 the ir natioua1budgets il is the Mill istries 0f Defense and Srate thar often rake the
 

larcest share of the national budget. Environrnent. Natural Resources and Agriculture, are
 ...... - ....... ,
 

o fr en at the bottom orthe list. Tourism is a conrributor 10 national revenue but il is 

dependent on good management of habitats thar sustain wi Idli fe. The slow movernent 

towa rds serions invest ment in the restorat ion, conservation and protecti on 0 four natura 1 

resources \\ ill rnake OUI' cornmunities exirernely vulnerable to threats From Climate 

Change, 

We are hoping fOI' an arnbitious poliiical, economie and financial cornmitrnent in 

Copenhagen so that deve loping countries 1ike those iIl Africa can be assisted and take 

quick actions to especiailymiiigare against Climare Change. Without capital or 

rechnology, African countries will be very threarened. 

But whatcver the 0 utcomc in Copen hagen, it is irnportant for us Africans to be 

responsibJe for our destiny. The African leadership must be responsible for 

their people. So, let us not wait for other regions ta save us from the negative 

impact of Climate change. \Ve shouJd not only focus on the moncy the 

developed world will provide and the technology they may be willing ta 

transfer, Vle might [ail ta access rhose resour~es or purchase those 

technologies if were are not prepared. It is those countries that are preparing 

that will benefit from whatever agreements come out of Copenhagen. But 

whatever may, and despite wonderful friends and supporters) regions will 

first and foremost seek ta help their own citizens before they can reach out 

ta ethers. Therefore, adequate preparation for implementation and adoption 

is paramount in Africa. The responsibility ta save Africa for Africa must 

surely 1ie with the African leaderships and the:l' citizens. 

)'7 . 



One orthe RI'Cas where African has something ta put on the table is in the faet thot Africa 

has a large Congo Forest. 1f Copenhagen embraces avoided deforestation, forest and land 

degradation as part of the solution ta Clirnatc Change, Africa (and ether countries wirh 

huge foresrs like the Amnon and the forests in South E8.Sl Asia). could benefit From the 

emerging Carbon Market. In Copcnhagcn, the AtDB, the World Bank and the Green Belt 

Movement will share an experience of our work bath in the Congo and În Kenya , where 

we have pilot projects designed !O benefit l'rom the Carbon Market. As Goodwill 

Ambassador of the Congo Forest and Co-chair of the Congo Fund with the former Prime 

Minister of Canada, the RI. Hon. Paul Martin) J am graiefu 1to the heads of States in the 

Central African Region for their cornmitment ta save the Congo Basin forest and to the 

British and Norwegian Governrnents for providing U$ 200 million (100 Million each) ta 

establ ish the Congo Basin Forest Fund, which is managed by the African Development 

Bank. We are hoping thar ether governmcnts willjoin the Fund the and the Congo Basin 

Forest Partnership especially after Copenhagen . 

Il cao be overwhelrning but our mission is ta never give up 
1 

Wc arc Ilot alon e. The Norwegian Nobel Cornmiuee decided in 2004 thar the linkage 

between peace, good governance and sustainable management of resources is very 

important for the world. In the following years they also gave the Prize to my friend and 

mentor, former 'Vice President AI Gare, who was championing Clirnate Change issues, 

then Mohammed Yunus, who was addressing the issue of poverty reduction in 

Bangladesh through Grameen Bank. The Norwegian Committee was sending a message 

ta the world Chal many conflicts are caused by competition of dwindling natural resources 

and that we need to work together to pre-empt them. So 1appeal ro you ta be a hurnming 

bird and do yom part. 


