


One of (he arcas where African has something to put on the table is in the fact that Africa
has a large Congo forest. If Copenhagen embraces avoided deforestation, forest and fand
degradation as pairt of the solution to Climate Change, Africa (and other countries with
huge torests like the Amazon and the forests in South East Asia). could benelit from the
emerging Carbon Market. In Copenhagen, the AfDB, the World Bank and the Green Belt
Movement will share an experience of our work both in the Congo and in Kenya, where
we have pilot projects designed to benefit from the Carbon Market. As Goodwill
Ambassador of the Congo Forest and Co-chair of the Couigo Fund with the former Prime
Minister ol Canada, the Rt. Hon. Paul Marttin, | am grateful to the heads of Staltes in the
Central African Region for their commitment to save the Congo Basin forest and (o the
British and Norwegian Governments for providing U$ 200 million (100 Million each} to
establish the Congo Basin Forest Fund, which is managed by the African Development
Bank. We are hoping that other governments will join the Fund the and the Congoe Basin

Forest Partnership especially after Copenhagen.

It can be overwhelming but our mission is to never give up

We are not alone. The Norwegian Nobe! Committee decided in 2004 that the iinkage
between peace, good governance and sustainable management of resources is very
important for the world. In the following vears they also gave the Prize to my friend and
mentor, former Vice President Al Gore, who was championing Climate Change issues,
then Mohammed Yunus, who was addressing the issue of poverty reduction in
Bangladesh through Grameen Bank. The Norwegian Committee was sending a message
to the world that many conflicts are caused by compeiition of dwindling natural resources
and that we need to work together to pre-empt them. So | appeal 1o you to be a humming

bird and do your part.



