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1. Context 

 The forests of the Congo Basin cover a large part of Central Africa and represent the second 

largest remaining humid tropical forest in the world, with an estimated 200 million hectares. 

Home to unique species of flora and fauna, the forest is a rich repository of natural resources 

that provide over 50 million people living in Central Africa with their primary source of income. 

For instance, it is estimated that in rural Congo Basin, communities depend on wild meat hunted 

in forest for up to 80% of the protein in their diet, while fuel-wood is the main source of energy. 

In Addition, timber and Non Timber Forest Products (NTFP) represent a great source of Income 

for governments. Therefore, forests in Central Africa are essential to all of the three components 

of sustainable development: economic growth, environmental protection, and social equity. 

 The Central African Forests Commission (COMIFAC) and the Economic Community of Central 

African States (ECCAS) are organizing a side event on “Achievements of Central Africa in 

implementing Agenda 21”. This event is further supported by the German Cooperation (GIZ) and 

the Congo Basin Forests Partnership (CBFP).  

 Panelists represent the various arenas in Central Africa in which challenges associated with 

Agenda 21 are being experienced and addressed: policy, practice, and advocacy. Each brings 

their experience and expertise to bear in answering the questions identified. 

 

2. AfDB’s Participation 

 The Bank, as Africa’s premier financing institution plays an important role in the sustainable 
management of Congo Basin forests; as these are integral part to achieving sustainable economic 
development and poverty alleviation in the region. Therefore greening the economies of Central 
Africa should become a leitmotiv of the Bank’s intervention in the region. 

 The Bank is currently funding 80 ongoing operations to the tune of US$2.7 billion in all sectors of 
activity in the 10 COMIFAC countries. In Particular, the Bank supports the Congo Basin 
Ecosystems Conservation Support Program (PACEBCo), which objective is to provide responses to 
the continued degradation of this forest and climate change. 

 The Bank is the trustee for the Congo Basin Forest Fund (CBFF), a multi donor fund set up in June 
2008 to catalyze action to protect the Congo Basin forests and surrounding region. The aim of 
the CBFF is to support innovative ideas that will develop local capacity of people and institutions 
within the Congo Basin to manage their own forest resources, assist communities in creating and 
fostering sustainable livelihoods, and reduce the overall rate of forest degradation and 
destruction.  

 The CBFF and PACEBCo interventions are implemented in close coordination, by seeking 
synergies that emerge through the complementary and broader implementation of the COMIFAC 
Convergence Plan, and will contribute to greening the economy of Congo Basin countries. 

 

3. Key issues/Questions under discussion  

 What has the Bank as a Regional Bank done to help Central African countries implementing 
Agenda 21?  
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 Agenda 21 addresses the pressing problems of today and also aims at preparing the 
world for the challenges of the next century. Given that implementation of Agenda 21 is 
foremost the responsibility of Governments, the Bank has been supporting Central 
African States through operations that build capacity in key developments areas such as 
infrastructure development, provision on social services to local communities. In the 
specific case of natural resources, the Bank has been supporting the COMIFAC Plan de 
convergence, thereby contributing to the development of regional cooperation in Central 
Africa.   

 Recent contributions has been made through the Congo Basin Ecosystem Conservation 
Support   Program (PACEBCo) and the Congo Basin Forest Fund (CBFF). 

  

 Forests take up a huge amount of the continent, but are one of Africa’s most 
misunderstood and undervalued natural resources. What are your thoughts about this?  

 Historically, Africa has put a low priority on forest management compared to food 
security, health and education. Weak forestry institutions, policies and regulatory 
frameworks, coupled with inadequate human resources made it difficult to lobby for 
long term planning that Sustainable Forest Management needs. Despite huge challenges 
progress had been achieved since last decades and the promotion of participatory 
management of forest resources has generated better understanding of their values. For 
instance, many stakeholders have now understood that the forests are worth more as a 
living resource than when cut down. 

 

 What challenges has the Bank faced in supporting the implementation of Agenda 21 in 
Central Africa region?  

 The Implementation of Agenda 21 is a challenging initiative due to the apparent 
conflicting objectives inherent to it. There is a need to continuously ensure a good 
balance between development and preservation of the environment. This also requires 
continuous adaptation to the evolving needs and circumstances.  Any intervention in that 
area requires efforts to build trade-offs in order to ensure that all the social groups do 
benefit from the investments made to protect natural resources.  

 

4. Key thoughts 

 Natural resources and forests in particular represent an important development asset that 
needs to be kept high in Agenda 21, and any policy related to inclusive and green growth in 
Central Africa. 

 The Bank will continue to support Central African Countries in their search for a development 
path based on green and inclusive growth. 


