
The Global Green Growth Forum – 3GF 

The Global Green Growth Forum (3GF) has been  established 
to facilitate and accelerate the global transition to a green 
economy: the next industrial revolution. 

The mission of the Forum is to explore and demonstrate 
how better collaboration among leading businesses, 
investors and key public institutions can effectively realize 
the potential for long-term global green growth.

In a business as usual scenario, depletion of natural 
resources and climate change will seriously constrain 
future economic development worldwide. A rapid, large-
scale industrial transition is needed if global economic 
growth is to continue while simultaneously reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, adapting societies to climate 
change and promoting a sustainable use of resources. The 
industrial transition to a green economy has the potential 
to unlock new growth engines and spur global economic 
growth. 3GF offers a unique space for governments, 
businesses, investors and experts to collectively identify 
and realize this potential. 

A leading annual venue for top-level 
decision-makers

3GF seeks to become the leading international venue 
for public demonstration of leadership and cooperation 
on green growth by top-level global decision-makers.
The Forum’s inaugural gathering took place in Copen-
hagen on 11-12 October 2011. The two day event was 
attended by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, OECD 
Secretary-General Angel Gurría, Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia, Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of Kenya, Raila 
Odinga, 12 Ministers and deputy ministers, five leaders 
of UN organizations, 50 global corporate leaders, leading 
civil society organizations and world leading experts. The 
200 participants from 27 countries across five continents 
addressed key elements of a green industrial revolution 
– energy and transport, cutting across the pertinent 
themes of finance, regulatory frameworks, international 
markets and trade. 

A platform for green growth collabora-
tive initiatives

3GF provides a platform to spur creative, 
solution-oriented thinking and action on:
•  how to provide the needed scale and pace for the 

global transition to a green economy through the 
necessary policies, financial investments and indus-
try commitments;

• how to effectively establish public-private green 
growth alliances through aligning business and in-
vestment strategies with government policies.

3GF both showcases and catalyses public-private 
initiatives that accelerate green growth at scale and 
demonstrate the potential for economic growth in 
the transition. This allows for Forum discussions to be 
informed by hands-on knowledge and experience with 
regards to the barriers, opportunities and solutions for 
advancing green growth policy and practice.

Feeding into international political 
processes

Government partners to 3GF – currently Denmark, Korea 
and Mexico – will feed key outcomes and conclusions 
from the Forum into high-level political processes, 
negotiations and forums at national and international 
level. As upcoming EU president, Denmark will take 
recommendations from 3GF to Rio+20 and to the EU’s 
green growth agenda. In addition, Korea and Mexico, as 
strategic partners, will help link outcomes to the G20. 

3GF is coordinating with the Clean Energy Ministerial
(a forum of economies representing more than 90 per 
cent of global clean energy investment) and the World 
Economic Forum to strengthen public-private 
collaboration on clean energy as an important 
component of green growth. 

3GF 2012

Public-private initiatives discussed and advanced at 
the Forum in 2011 will be revisited in 2012, when the 
second Global Green Growth Forum will be held in 
Denmark on 9-10 October 2012.  

A global public-private partnership

3GF is established by the Danish Government as a global 
public-private partnership for green growth. The global 
partnership consists of the governments of Denmark, 
South Korea and Mexico, ABB, BYD Group, Danfoss, 
General Electric, Hyundai Motors, McKinsey & Company, 
Novozymes, Samsung, Siemens, Vestas, OECD, the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), UN Global Compact 
and International Finance Corporation (IFC), Climate 
Policy Initiative and Global Green Growth Institute.
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