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Note for members of the media 

 
The main contact on-site for press related issues Mr. Francois Sammut; African Development Bank 
fsa@carbonlimits.no . Members of the media are also invited to visit the ACF exhibition area.  
 
 

List of Energy and Carbon Finance Experts: 
 

African Development Bank  

Mr. Kurt Lonsway, Manager for Environment and Climate Change 

Mr. Lonsway is an experienced engineer currently serving as the Manager for Environment and 
Climate Change within the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Change for the African 
Development Bank (AfDB). He manages a team of environmental, social, climate change and 
renewable energy specialists working with Bank operations in energy, water and sanitation, 
transportation, ICT and the private sector.  He also manages other initiatives on behalf of the Bank 
including the Climate Investment Funds (CIF), the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Sustainable 
Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA), and the Africa Carbon Support Program (ACSP). He previously served 
as the Manager for Environmental and Social Safeguards and Compliance at the Bank and as an 
Environmental and Social Development Specialist and Team Leader within the AfDB’s Private Sector 
Department.  

 He also served as an Agriculture and Irrigation Specialist and Task Manager in the AfDB’s 
Agricultural, Agro-Industry and Natural Resources Department. Before joining the AfDB, he was a 
Technical Director and Washington, DC Branch Manager for the International Development Service 
team on Environmental Resources Management and subsequently served as the Moscow Project 
Coordinator for a large oil and gas project located in Western Siberia, Russia. He also served as 
Country Representative for the International Water Management Institute in Niger, West Africa.  

Contact Mr. Lonsway:  k.lonsway@afdb,org    
 
Mr. Monojeet Pal   

Mr. Monojeet Pal  works with the African Development Bank’s Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change Department where he focuses on catalytic investments that contribute towards increasing 
energy access and low-carbon development. He previously worked with the Bank’s Private Sector 
Operations where he focused on a variety of investment transactions in a various sectors. Prior to 
joining the Bank, Monojeet  Pal worked in corporate planning and management consulting, in Asia 
and Europe 

Contact: Monojeet Pal:  M.PAL@AFDB.ORG 
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IETA  

Henry Derwent, President and CEO, IETA 

Henry Derwent became the President and CEO of the International Emissions Trading Association 
(IETA) in February 2008. Previously, as international climate change Director for the UK Government, 
he oversaw the UK’s role in the international negotiations, in the G8 (especially as Prime Minister's 
special representative during the UK G8 Presidency in 2005) and in other forums. Henry has been 
closely associated with the development of greenhouse gas trading in the UK and Europe from its 
earliest days. He previously had responsibilities for all aspects of climate change and sustainable 
energy in the UK as well as air quality and industrial pollution control. Before that, he was an 
international corporate finance executive at a major investment bank. 

To contact Mr. Derwent, please contact: Ms.Marion Gilodi, gilodi@ieta.org   
 
UNFCCC 
 
John Kilani, Director for Sustainable Development Mechanisms for the UNFCCC 
 
Mr John Kilani joined the UNFCCC as Director, Sustainable Development in August 2008 from Qatar 
Petroleum where he led the state-owned Corporation's sustainable development initiatives. 
 
Before moving to Qatar in 2005, John has worked in the South African mining industry for over 11 
years.  First with the South African Chamber of Mines (1994 - 2002) where he rose to the position of 
Senior Executive responsible for Safety, Health and Environment; and then moved, in 2002, to 
Anglovaal Mining Company, as Vice President for Sustainable Development.  He joined the Chamber 
of Mines in 1994 from the University of Durban-Westville where he was Professor and Dean of the 
Engineering Faculty. 
 
Mr. Kilani was part of the South African delegations to the UN climate change negotiations from 
1998 to 2004, and was very actively involved in the negotiations of the Marrakesh Accord.  He 
served as a member of the CDM Executive Board for the first five years of the Board's existence and 
was the Chair of the Board in 2004. 
 
To contact Dr. Kilani, please contact: Ms. Kaylois Henry, UNFCCC Communications Officer: 
khenry@unfccc.int  
 
UNEP Risø Centre  
 
John Christensen 
  
John Christensen, Director of the UNEP Risø Centre with a staff of 50 international experts working 
for UNEP in over 50 developing countries on capacity building and project support. John Christensen 
also heads the Secretariat for the Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development (GNESD). 
Has 25 years experience with energy, climate and development including project engagements in 
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Africa, Asia and LAC.  John Christensen is a Danish national and has both his Masters and Ph.D. 
degrees from the Technical University of Denmark. 
 
To contact Mr. Christensen, please contact Mette Annelie Rasmussen, URC Outreach and 
Communications meta@dtu.dk    
 
Miriam Hinostroza, Head of the Energy and Carbon Finance Programme  
 
Dr Miriam Hinostroza is Head of the Energy and Carbon Finance Programme at URC. She is an 
environmental economist and energy planner with an interdisciplinary background: Ph.D. in Energy 
Planning (1996-2000) from University of Campinas, Brazil, M. Sc. in Energy Planning (1994 -1996) and 
B.A in Economics, Universidad Nacional del Centro del Peru, (1985-1990).  
 
Miriam Hinostroza joined URC in 2003, as a program manager for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
where her activities and professional interest have been centred on energy policy, climate change 
and carbon finance. Her primary responsibilities include coordination planning and supervision of 
activities envisaged under the Energy and Carbon Finance Program. Miriam is also in charge of multi-
country projects management for Capacity Development for the CDM (CD4CDM; EC-ACP MEAS/CDM 
Projects). Recent relevant research and publications include analysis of carbon market developments 
and on energy and climate change mitigation policy with emphasis on new market mechanisms. 
 
To contact Miriam Hinostroza: Milh@dtu.dk 
 
Word Bank Institute  

Neeraj Prasad 

Neeraj Prasad is the Manager for the Climate Change Practice at the World Bank Institute. He works 
on energy access, low-carbon growth, innovations in carbon markets, and climate financing - all with 
a view toward supporting climate-resilient development. 

Previously, he was the Operations Advisor and Deputy to the Manager at the World Bank's Climate 
Finance Unit. Before joining the World Bank, Mr. Prasad worked for 18 years in the Indian 
Administrative Service, including at the World Bank desk in the Ministry of Finance and as Assistant 
to the Executive Director in the International Monetary Fund. 

Kai-Uwe Schmidt  

Kai-Uwe Schmidt is the Carbon Finance-Assist (CF-Assist) Team Leader in the World Bank Institute 
Climate Change Practice. As CF-Assist Team Leader, Kai-Uwe leads the Innovation in Carbon Finance 
and Cities and Climate Change programs, respectively.  The main objective of work under the CF-
Assist program is to create capacity in partner countries to engage in the carbon market in alignment 
with their sustainable development goals.   
 Kai-Uwe joined the World Bank in February 2010 from the United Nations, where he had served as 
Senior Programme Officer in the UN Sectretary General’s Climate Change Support Team.  His 
previous assignments include the UNFCCC Secretariat, where he worked in various positions, 
including support to the intergovernmental negotiations on market mechanism and directing, untill 
December 2008, support to the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in his role as Secretary to the 
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CDM Executive Board. He brings more than 20 years of professional experience to the table.  
Kai-Uwe is a German national, and holds both Master and Bachelor degrees from the University of 
Geneva, Switzerland, in Macroeconomics and Finance, and Political Economy, respectively. 
 

World Bank 

Ellysar Baroudy, Manager of the BioCarbon Fund 

Ellysar Baroudy has a background in environmental science. She has been working at the World Bank 
in Washington for five years; currently in the Carbon Finance Unit. She manages the BioCarbon Fund 
and is the Team Leader for the ten Kyoto funds. Before that, Ms. Baroudy was working for various 
international organizations providing environmental technical assistance.  

Since taking over management of the BioCarbon Fund, she has been focusing on 
afforestation/reforestation activities under the clean development mechanism (CDM). Another 
important aspect of the BioCarbon Fund is to develop other forestry and land use activities currently 
not included in the CDM, such as soil carbon and reducing emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation. The BioCarbon Fund also develops methodologies and tools for the land use and 
forestry sector that become part of the public domain. 

 

 

 


