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WHAT WILL AFRICA LOOK LIKE IN 2050? 

 
AfDB and French Development Agency studying continent’s long-term future 

 
The African Development Bank (AFDB) and the French Agency for Development (AFD) are jointly 
undertaking a study on Africa’s prospects over the very long-term and in particular until 2050.  The 
study’s title is Africa Vision 2050. 
 
The objective of Africa Vision 2050 is to anticipate the future changes and to explore the possibilities 
and prospects for Africa by determining the possible paths, defining all the constraints and identifying 
the likely scenarios.  
 
The AfDB’s Chief Economist, Professor Mthuli Ncube, will elaborate on the study at the 5th African 
Economic Conference, taking place in Tunis between 27th and 29th October.  Professor Ncube will 
explain that Africa will face a much-transformed world by 2050, and that it must adapt much faster to 
global change than it has over the last 50 years, when it lagged behind other regions such as Asia..   
 
He comments: “The utility of Africa Vision 2050 has to lie in clearly setting out how a number of 
today’s and tomorrow’s discussion of ‘drivers of change’ define the opportunities and constraints that 
countries will face as they look towards the longer term.”  
 
Professor Ncube categorizes the three key “drivers of change” underlying the study as human, 
physical and global.  
 
Under the human drivers for change, Africa’s population is predicted to grow to between two billion 
and 2.2 billion by 2050. Three key challenges are envisaged: urbanization - as more than half of 
African countries would see their urban populations increase times by between three and five times 
between 2010 and 2050; burden of disease - where HIV/Aids is the second major cause of mortality 
after malaria, and causes ten times more deaths than war; and conflicts - as most of the world’s 
conflicts remain on the continent, causing severe social hardship and loss of development 
opportunities.  
 
On its physical endowments, the study notes that Africa faces several challenges. These include: 
climate change - as most predictions of global warming suggest that the impact on Africa will be 
more pronounced than other regions; land tenure and access to land - land already is very limited in 
North Africa, and the shortage of water in many areas pose a worrisome threat; natural resources – 
with Africa facing the challenge of how to make natural resources a blessing rather than a curse; 
energy - how to improve access to energy in terms of cost and improved security.  
 
Continued/ 
 
 



Le Groupe de la BAD comprend la Banque africaine de développement (BAD), le Fonds africain de 
développement (FAD) et le Fonds spécial du Nigeria. Il compte 53 pays membres régionaux et 24 pays membres 
non régionaux. 

Les communiqués de presse sont également disponible s dans le site Web de la BAD : http://www.afdb.org  

 
 
Regarding the global drivers for change, the key challenges include: preventing marginalization in 
global markets -  especially in global manufacturing trade; technological and industrial 
development - how the continent will adapt to benefit from opportunities that would boost the 
manufacturing sector.   
 
Professor Ncube points out that African countries, individually and collectively, must respond in a 
systematic manner in order to address these challenges. He also notes that from a strategic perspective, 
there is the need to identify policies and/or investments needed to respond to these challenges. Africa 
Vision 2050 is designed to provide these insights. The study will provide the country level and 
collective responses - at the regional and international levels - needed to meet these challenges. The 
policy responses will also reflect the extent to which each of the identified key drivers of change is 
likely to impact a particular aspect of the African society.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


