
GROUPE DE LA BANQUE AFRICAINE DE DÉVELOPPEMENT 
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK GROUP  

 
 

 
 

   

Press Briefing  

 

5th African Economic Conference 
Ramada Plaza Hotel, Gammarth, Tunisia - 27th -29th October 2010 

 
South-South Partnerships increase as emerging nations look to Africa 

 
Africa is becoming more and more popular with partners elsewhere in the southern hemisphere as 
emerging nations flock to the continent with much-needed finance and economic and technical know-
how, according to research from the African Development Bank (AfDB). 
 
Emerging economies, such as China, India, Brazil, members of the so-called BRIC bloc, are 
increasingly establishing close business and economic ties to the Continent.  These relationships cover 
a variety of aspects, ranging from trade and investment projects to stronger diplomat representation. 
 
Most notably, China has become a major trading partner for Africa, and the country now absorbs about 
10% of the continent’s exports (up from less than two percent a decade ago). 
 
“The strong demand from China has been a boon for Africa’s exporters,” says Dr. Léonce Ndikumana, 
AfDB’s Director of Research, “but it also led to a further concentration in the export basket of 
countries on the continent and, hence, exposes them to volatility in world commodity markets.” 
 
But China is not alone.  For example, Brazil's exports to Africa have risen from 2.4% of the total in 
2000 to more than five percent in 2009.  Conversely, exports from Africa to Brazil have grown to 
USD18.5 billion in 2008, more than six times the 2000 level of USD 3 billion. 
 
Concerning the nature of relations, approaches differ.  Chinese enterprises investing in strategic sectors 
such as oil, ores or infrastructure are mostly state-owned firms and/or subsidized with government 
grants or by state-owned banks. These enterprises often manage large investment projects.  By 
contrast, India’s growing involvement on the African continent is more private-sector driven and takes 
better advantage of the local workforce. 
 
The new partners have also been busy promoting stronger diplomatic relations with African countries.  
For example, earlier this year the India’s Vice President, Mohammad Hamid Ansari, travelled to 
Malawi and Botswana, countries never before visited by an Indian leader.  
 
Moreover, Brazil’s President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva has made 11 tours to Africa during his 
presidency, visiting 26 countries. As for Turkey, it has boosted the number of its embassies on the 
African continent from 12 to 17 in the past two years, and plans to establish another ten. 
 
The AfDB, as well as providing complementary infrastructure and private sector financing, has been 
helping its clients prepare for the new economic partnerships through knowledge management and 
capacity building activities that help to broaden the local expertise in Africa,  and support the 
consolidation of their economies into economic and political players that can make informed decisions 
about their engagements with alternative development partners. 


