
FACILITATING

TRADE
AFRICA’S

African Development Bank 2014 Annual Meetings 
The Next 50 Years: The Africa We Want

OPEN SIDE EVENT:  
20 MAY 2014

9:00 - 10:30 AM, SERENA I
Organized by  

the NEPAD, Regional Integration  
and Trade Department

Please contact:
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Mr. Jean-Guy Afrika
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Welcoming remarks: 
Hon. Hakim Ben Hammouda  
Minister of Economy and Finance,Tunisia

High-level panelists:

Mr. Yonov Frederick Agah 
Deputy Director-General,  
World Trade Organization (WTO)

Ms. Arancha González   
Executive Director,  
International Trade Center (ITC)

Amb. Richard Sezibera  
Secretary General,  
East African Community (EAC)

Hon. François Kanimba  
Minister of Trade and Industry, Rwanda

Mr. Jean-Louis Ekra 
President, Africa Export-Import Bank

Mr. Johny Smith 
Chief Executive Officer,  
Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG)

ANNOTATED AGENDA

The Africa Trade Fund (AfTra) is the Bank’s 
number one facility on technical assistance on 
trade. AfTra’s first pillar focuses on supporting 
trade facilitation continent-wide. 

AfTra is: impact-centered and results-focused; 
building a true African partnership at the local, 
regional and global level, and moving ahead 
on targeted and transformative delivery.

Find out more: www.africatradefund.org



II.  OBJECTIVE OF THE SIDE EVENT

The objective of the side-event is to identify ways 
to efficiently channel resources and technical 
assistance to help African countries develop the 
trade-related skills, infrastructure and institutional 
capacities needed to improve trade performance 
and competitiveness. 

More specifically, the event shall analyze global and 
regional trends in trade facilitation, especially pro-
gress made, challenges and opportunities in order 
to draw lessons and better inform future interven-
tions. The event will offer an opportunity for the 
international trade development community to come 
together and debate the issue, to share their experi-
ences and relate future plans. It will be an occasion 
to reaffirm the relevance of trade facilitation, notably 
in such important areas as customs moderniza-
tion, regional infrastructure, logistics and transport  
services and the enhancement of supply capacities.  

III.  STRUCTURE OF THE SIDE EVENT

The side-event will begin with a short film by the 
African Development Bank on trade facilitation in 
Africa and welcoming remarks from the Hon. Hakim 
Ben Hammouda, Minister of Economy and Finance, 
Tunisia. The session will then proceed as a facilitated 
discussion moderated by Ms. Julie Gichuru with 
targeted questions addressed to the high-level pan-
elists and a questions and answers session shortly 
thereafter. 

It is expected that this side-event will bring more 
focus and clarity on what is needed to enhance 
the trade competitiveness of African countries and 
regions.

20 May 2014

9:00 – 9:05 Film: Facilitating Africa’s Trade

9:05- 9:10 Welcoming remarks Hon. Hakim Ben Hammouda 
Minister of Economy
and Finance, Tunisia

9:10 – 9:50

TOPIC PANELIST

Post Bali Agenda Mr. Yonov Frederick Agah 
Deputy Director-General,  
World Trade Organization

Entreprise and export 
competitiveness

Ms. Arancha González 
Executive Director,  
International Trade Center

Trade integration 
in Africa

Amb. Richard Sezibera  
Secretary General,  
East African Community 

Services trade 
development

Hon. François Kanimba 
Minister of Trade and Industry, 
Rwanda

Trade finance in Africa Mr. Jean-Louis Ekra 
President,  
Africa Export-Import Bank

Development of trade 
corridors

Mr. Johny Smith  
Chief Executive Officer,  
Walvis Bay Corridor Group 

9:50 – 10.25 Questions & Answers

10.25 - 10.30 Closing Remarks  Ms. Moono Mupotola 
Division Manager, Regional 
Integration and Trade, AfBD

MODERATOR:  
Ms. Julie Gichuru, Citizen Television, Kenya

I.   BACKGROUND

Despite the reduction in world tariffs and improve-
ments in market access, most African countries find 
it very difficult to expand trade. This failure to effec-
tively integrate regional and global markets is partly 
due to structural weaknesses in trade facilitation.  
Inadequate customs and transit systems, poor 
regional infrastructure and inefficient logistics ser-
vices are some of the factors contributing to the high 
trading costs experienced by most African firms. 
They must be addressed if Africa firms are to inte-
grate and meaningfully trade in regional and global 
value chains. 

In recent years, trade facilitation has garnered strong 
political support (and momentum) both within and 
outside of Africa. At the WTO level, a Multilateral 
Trade Facilitation Agreement was recently adopted. 
Once operational, the agreement will require 
African countries to revamp their legal and regula-
tory frameworks and implement a host of domestic 
reforms to ease border procedures and facilitate the  
movement, release and clearance of goods.

Trade facilitation could help African economies 
achieve economies of scale, enhance their pro-
ductive capacities and promote reforms to facilitate 
cross-border trade, investments, financial flows 
and migration. It could also provide additional ben-
efits such as enhancing food security by facilitating 
greater intra-African trade in food products, and 
supporting the development of regional production 
chains.

In this regard, during the 2014 Annual Meetings, the 
Bank is organizing a side-event exclusively dedi-
cated to trade development in Africa. The theme of 
the event is “Facilitating Africa’s Trade.”

Come to debate and discuss with leaders one 
of the most pressing issues on the continent, 
facilitating Africa’s trade.


