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The overriding objectives of the
projects supported by the Facility
are to mobilize resources and

put in place sustainable solutions
for improved water resource ma-
nagement and use in Africa.
Many of these projects have si-
gnificant impacts on climate
change and associated fi-
nancing needs. 

These include:

• preparation of cli-
mate change pro-
jects; 

• development and
implementation
of integrated wa-
ter resources ma-
nagement plans
and support to sector
institutions such as river
basin authorities; 

• introduction of innovative technologies
and approaches for water supply, sa-
nitation, drainage, solid waste, and
water reuse;

• improved management of water re-
sources for agriculture; and,

• better information on national and
transboundary surface water and
groundwater resources. 

Proper planning for adaptation is one of
the most important actions to under-

take to resolve the many pressures on
water resources resulting from climate
change. This requires better understan-
ding of water resource availability and
the present and future needs of the po-
pulations and the environment. This
knowledge is important to set up sys-

tems to develop, manage and pro-
tect water resources that can an-

ticipate, mitigate and adapt
to future stress situations.
Experience shows that
countries with strate-
gies that anticipate
the impacts of a
changing climate
are better equipped
to set up resilient
institutions and infra-
structure. 

Implementation 
Experience

National Water Resources Manage-
ment: The Facility’s Integrated Water
Resources Management projects and
activities enable countries to unders-
tand the impact of climate change and
variability on water resources manage-
ment, and supports the development of
strategies to achieve water security, as
well as action plans to mitigate and
adapt to negative impacts. Ten such
national Integrated Water Resources

Management projects are ongoing or
completed in Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Central African Republic, Gambia, Li-
beria, Mauritania, Namibia, Niger, Se-
negal, and Tunisia. Other ongoing pro-
jects involve undertaking concrete
actions to improve adaptation to cli-
mate change, such as ecosystem-ba-
sed adaption in Kenya, and the re-
charge of natural aquifers in Morocco. 

Transboundary Water Resources
Management: Regional cooperation
provides the greatest opportunity for
analysing and understanding the pro-
blems, and designing strategies for co-
ping with the impact of climate change
and variability. Achieving water secu-
rity to cope with impacts needs signifi-
cant investments in infrastructure.
Transboundary Water Resources Ma-
nagement and related project prepara-
tion interventions are addressing these
climate change and water security is-
sues, with six regional projects in
Congo, the Volta and Kayanga-Geba ri-
ver basins, Lake Chad, the Bugesera
area of Burundi/Rwanda; and the Eco-
nomic Community Central African
States region, and three regional pro-
gramme preparation projects in the
Lake Victoria, Malawi/Tanzania, and the
SADC region. 

Water Resources Information Mana-
gement: Data, information and know-
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ledge is necessary for understanding
climate change impacts, as well as the
planning and designing of adaptation
measures. Providing support to the de-
velopment of information management
systems to be used for the elaboration
of national and regional plans, pro-
grammes and project designs, and to
generate data for monitoring and eva-
luation activities for decision making, is
a significant focus of the Facility, with six
regional projects in Congo, the Nile and
Volta river basins, the North-Western
Sahara, the Lullimenden and Taoudeni
aquifer systems, and the IGAD sub-re-
gion, and four national projects in Ethio-
pia, Mali, Togo, and Tunisia.

Water Supply and Sanitation: Buil-
ding resilience of water supply and sa-
nitation to climate change impacts re-
quires more resilient infrastructure as
well as climate responsive planning,
management and governance of sup-
ply options. Many of the projects un-
dertaken by the Facility address these
issues through pilot investments aimed
at promoting mitigation/adaptation
technologies such as the use of rene-
wable energies for water pumping, in
Ethiopia, the recovery and reuse of me-
thane emissions from sewerage treat-
ment plants in Ghana, or the adoption
of water conservation and efficiency
measures in the Seychelles, and the
strengthening of local capacities to wi-
dely adopt and scale up these types of
interventions. In addition, projects ai-
med at preparing long term pro-
grammes and master plans include ac-
tivities aimed at planning for adaptation
to climate change impacts. 

Water for Agriculture: Improving agri-
cultural and land management practices
to strengthen both productivity and re-
silience to climate changes are issues
which many of the Facility’s projects ad-
dress. Activities of ongoing projects in-
clude improving control and manage-
ment of on-farm water resources in
Botswana, watershed protection in Ke-
nya, and piloting of more productive
agriculture water technologies such as
use of rainwater harvesting for multi-pur-
pose uses in Djibouti, and Rwanda.
Many projects are also aimed at helping
small scale farmers adapt to climate
change and ensure sustained agricultu-
ral based livelihoods in Zambia and
South Africa. 

Mobilising Resources 
for Climate Financing 

The role of the Facility on mobilising
resources for climate change can be
best described by qualitatively exami-
ning the expected impacts of its pro-
jects based on three broad types of
interventions:

(i) Programme and project prepa-
ration aimed at leveraging finan-
cing. To date, the Facility has leve-
raged approximately Euro 420
million in investment funds as a re-
sult of its project/programme pre-
paration activities. Many of these
preparation projects have signifi-
cant potential mitigation and adap-
tation impacts, such as: pro-
grammes for water infrastructure
development in Africa or the mana-

gement of transboundary water re-
sources; or projects aimed at im-
proved urban water and solid waste
management, or the provision of
water infrastructure for agriculture
and multi-purpose uses. 

(ii) Pilot investment projects aimed
at promoting new technologies
or approaches for replication or
scaling up. Many pilot projects
have direct climate mitigation im-
pacts, such as the use of renewa-
ble energies for water pumping.
The impact of a small AWF invest-
ment, which is normally in the order
of €1 to 2 million, can be significant
if the technology or approach is wi-
dely adopted. 

(iii) Projects to improve the enabling
environment. Since a well-mana-
ged sector will create the confi-
dence needed to attract additional
resources, the Facility promotes
better management of Africa’s wa-
ter resources, more efficient and ef-
fective use of water, and better wa-
ter governance. 

About the Africa Water 
Facility

The African Water Facility is an initiative
of the African Ministers Council on Wa-
ter. It is hosted and managed by the
African Development Bank. The Facility
began its operations in 2006, and cur-
rently has a portfolio of 69 projects va-
lued at €82 million. 

For more information
www.africanwaterfacility.org
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