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                                   A PRE-SEMINAR REVIEW   

 

 
The theme has been motivated by the need to deepen current understanding 

of how African intellectuals, including those in the Diaspora, can scale up 

their involvement in the process of achieving rapid and broad-based socio-

economic development in Africa. The need is motivated by the overarching 

task of enriching knowledge inputs and the process of formulating adequate 

policies and strategies for addressing the numerous challenges facing 

African countries.    

 

Although Africa is the region with the world's hardest development 

challenges, the continent has been making significant economic strides since 

the mid-1990s. Majority of the countries have achieved commendable 

successes with regard to reforms. Through improved macroeconomic 

management, they have succeeded in creating a more favorable atmosphere 

for private sector expansion. Despite the shock of the recent global financial 

crisis, Africa is at the moment being transformed into a preferred location 

for investment. There are confident, though cautious, prospects for 

successful promotion of domestic and foreign investments.  Macroeconomic 

stability is strengthened on several fronts. Virtually all the countries have 

improved their policies, strategies and institutions. The New Millennium is 
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witnessing a new generation of reforms which are strengthening legal and 

judicial systems, to afford investors a more secured and enabling 

environment to operate.  

 

While the progress and efforts appear substantial, the results on the ground 

are however low, relative to the targets set by national plans and the 

millennium Development Goals (MDG). A stronger and sustained growth in 

performance is deemed urgent and essential.   

 

The seminar will provide opportunity for rich exchanges on how, through 

greater engagements with our tertiary institutions and intellectuals, the 

prospects for achieving higher and sustained growth and development can be 

enhanced. Among others, the discussions will also examine the issues of 

African intellectuals in the Diaspora, knowledge generation, adaptation of 

technologies for local solutions, researches with marketable prospects which 

have remained on academic shelves.  

 

Since its inception in 2006, the AfDB Eminent Speakers Program has 

attracted 15 high level speakers who addressed a total of over 4,000 invited 

participants. The seminars have been providing the Bank staff, members of 

the diplomatic corps, officials of international organizations and Tunisian 

tertiary institutions,   unique opportunities to exchange views with renowned 

and knowledgeable personalities on challenges facing developing countries. 

The forthcoming seminar to be addressed by Nobel Laureate Professor Wole 

Soyinka is another unique event in this tradition.  
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