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PANEL DISCUSSION 

The African Development Bank Group continues to place a high priority on the water sector 

as a way of assisting Regional Member Countries (RMCs) to realize poverty reduction and 

economic growth because of the unique potential of this sector to contribute to achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The Water and Sanitation Department jointly with 

the African Water Facility is hosting a two-hour thematic panel discussion bringing together 

high-level keynote speaker and discussants representing various stakeholder groups, for a rich 

exchange of views on general issues related to water in Africa.  This will be an opportunity 

for the panelists to comment on the current context, share their vision of the future, discuss 

progress made and lessons learnt by their respective organizations, and ways to address 

current financing and resource gaps.  A moderator will then engage the panel with questions 

to further stimulate the conversation amongst panelists. The audience will be given the 

opportunity to interact with the panel during and after the exchange.  

 

WATER IN AFRICA: AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE  

 

It is estimated that one third of the problems hampering achievement of the MDGs are water-

related, yet water already poses a number of challenges for Africa, more than anywhere else 

in the world.  With only four years left to achieve the MDGs, progress in the continent 

towards meeting the targets is slow and many countries run the risk of missing the mark. 

 

The underdevelopment of water resources and services is at the heart of Africa’s food 

security, as well as its poor health, energy and power status. Utilization of water resources for 

domestic and productive activities is low, with less than five percent of Africa’s surface and 

groundwater harnessed for all use.  Furthermore, only five percent of Africa’s cultivated land 

is irrigated and less than 10 percent of its hydropower potential has been developed.  On the 

other hand, power consumption is less than 200 KWh per person per year and as low as 30 

KWh per person per year in some countries, representing less than 10 percent of the average 

consumption in developed countries.   

 

In addition, around 40 percent of the population of Sub-Saharan Africa still lacks access to 

safe drinking water sources and 69 percent does not have access to improved sanitation 

facilities. The situation in rural areas is even worse, with 53 percent and 76 percent not 

having access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation, respectively
1
.  Low access to 

sanitation and water supply are the root causes of many diseases that affect the continent.   

 

By 2025, Africa’s population is expected to grow to approximately 1.34 billion people and  

with uneven distribution of water across the continent, where some areas are already 

suffering lack of fresh water availability, over 25 African countries are expected to be subject 

to water scarcity or water stress, North Africa faces the worst predictions. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 2010 UNICEF and WHO Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) report 
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CHALLENGES OF A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT 
 

Financing Gap. To keep pace with the growing demand and rapid urbanization, adjustments 

in financing have become urgent and necessary.  The investment required to meet Africa’s 

water needs is estimated at US$50 billion per year for each of the next 20 years.  Forecasts on 

the annual spending required for the water sector reveal a sizeable financing gap and an 

increased need for non-traditional funding sources.  Future annual spending on water supply 

and sanitation is estimated at US$21.9 billion, compared with current spending levels of US$ 

7.6 billion.  The US$14.3 billion gap, which accounts for approximately two percent of the 

total gross domestic product (GDP) in Sub-Saharan Africa, needs to be taken up more 

aggressively by concerned governments.   In addition, cost recovery and subsidies based on 

need should be taken up more vigorously by governments. 

 

Trans-boundary Water Resources Management.  Apart from inadequate financing, the 

development and management of water infrastructure also has a strong trans-boundary 

dimension.  The continent has 80 trans-boundary rivers and lake water basins, including 38 

groundwater aquifer basins shared by more than one country.  This poses major challenges to 

trans-boundary water resource management. In spite of the support provided by the Bank to 

Regional Economic Communities and numerous River and Lake Basin Organizations, the 

level of coordination, cooperation and formal agreement on shared water resources is low, 

further reducing the opportunity to strengthen these burgeoning regional institutions. 

 

Climate Change.  The effects of climate change in both urban and rural areas have caused 

problems that are as much institutional and infrastructural as they are environmental.  The 

unprecedented frequency of extreme events such as droughts and floods, the steady lowering 

of groundwater levels, the augmentation of saltwater intrusion to coastal boreholes and the 

decrease of inland discharges into rivers are all complex environmental problems that require 

broad institutional and infrastructural climate adaptation and mitigation strategies.  With that, 

improving the information and knowledge base in most countries to improve the reliability 

and quality of climate related data would increase their chances of successful access to 

climate funds. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO BOOST INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT  

 

Emergence of Auxiliary Services.  Investment in the development and management of 

water resources has proven to be a massive driver of economic development in many 

countries throughout history, including a number of African countries in recent decades.  The 

control of major rivers has enabled agriculture to develop on a more predictable and 

profitable basis, while new hydropower schemes have spread electrification and supported 

the growth of power-intensive industries, as well as tourism.  At the present time, the 

imperative need for water efficiency in all sectors, and the need to reclaim water for further 

use (e.g. from wastewater effluent and seawater) is creating a large and rapidly growing 

industry in auxiliary water services.  

 

Capacity Building Prospects for Practitioners.  Investment in water governance, 

management, resource and water demand management are of vital concern to the long term 

sustainability of the water sector.  As water issues need to be analyzed within the purview of 

multidisciplinary groups, more resources aimed at the educational systems responsible for 

training water practitioners must be made available.  
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Multi-disciplinary curricula are also needed for better understanding by practitioners of the 

complexity of water issues faced by the local implementing agencies.  Such efforts will result 

in better water governance and contribute to long term sustainability of water resources. 

 

Water Services and Activities Advancing the MDGs.  Though the planning and designing 

of water services on the basis of multiple water needs are still not the norm, multiple-use 

water services are growing in popularity as they have been shown to enhance land and water 

productivity, rural livelihoods and gender equity.  Meanwhile, the provision of safe potable 

water supply and the practice of adequate hygiene and sanitation throughout a community 

bring clear public health benefits, enhance individual dignity, provide convenience and save 

time.   

 

Coupled with rainwater harvesting, households can undertake productive activities and 

contribute to a country’s economic outputs.  Not all benefits of increased access to water and 

sanitation have been quantified in economic terms, but a growing number of studies correlate 

economic development, savings in public health and social well-being with these 

interventions. 

 

Promising Regional and Cross-Sectoral Collaborations.  Cooperation in the management 

and development of trans-boundary water resources is one of the building blocks of regional 

integration.   Regional and cross-sectoral adaptation approaches to cope with negative 

impacts of climate change will translate into opportunities to strengthen regional and cross-

sectoral cooperation to improve the efficiency of water resources management.  This 

cooperative approach paves the way to further collaboration and possible joint action, beyond 

water, thereby contributing to regional peace, stability and integration. 
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Participants and moderator 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

Mr. Michel Camdessus 

Honorary Governor of Banque de France.  Chairman of the French Financing Corporation. 

Former Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

 
DISCUSSANTS 

 

 

 

Minister Edna Bomo Edith Molewa   
Minister of Water Affairs, South Africa. President of African AMCOW 

 

Minister Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua 

Minister, Energy and Hydraulics of the Republic of the Congo 

 

Mr. Gérard Payen  
President of the International Federation of Private Water Operators (AquaFed).  

Member of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation 

 

Ms. Clarissa Brocklehurst 

Chief Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, WASH, UNICEF 

 

Senior Representative  

African Development Bank 

 

 
GRASSROOTS PERSPECTIVE   

 

Ms. Ma Tshepo Khumbane 

Grassroots development activist and small-scale farmer from Cullinan, South Africa.  

Recipient of the Katlego Award of Spirit of Hope and South Africa’s Women in 

Water.   

 

 

MODERATOR 

 

Mr. Komla Dumor 

News presenter for the BBC’s international news channel, BBC World, presenting 

BBC World News and Africa Business Report 

 


