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I. CONTEXT 

 

Fundamentally we all depend on nature, the ecological infrastructure of the planet that provides 

the flow of goods and services upon which our livelihoods and economies are built. Yet Africa’s 

ecosystems are declining faster than ever before through the combined impact of global and local 

pressures.  Loss of ecosystem services is compromising future food security, health and well-

being and the effects are being borne disproportionately by the poor. The Ecological Footprint of 

all African countries increased by 240 percent between 1961 and 2008 as a result of growing 

populations as well as increased per capita consumption in a minority of countries. Transitioning 

to a green economy would ensure that our natural capital is maintained so it can continue to 

provide the ecosystem services we all depend on.  

 

II. BACKGROUND 

 

This event will provide a platform to present the 2012 Africa Ecological Footprint Report 

“Green infrastructure for the sustainable development of Africa” which argues that although 

Africa is endowed with vast bio-capacity, it is witnessing a decline in biodiversity, and 

ecosystems are under threat as a result of major stressors such as trade in primary products, 

climate change, and unsustainable land-use practices.  

 

Thematic Focus 

 

This side event will allow the AfDB and WWF with the support of the government of Senegal to 

launch the report and present a video based on the reports’ findings. The event aims to 

demonstrate that Green Development Paths that invest in ‘green infrastructure’ are possible in 

Africa and in other countries that derive resources from Africa. 

 

III.  OBJECTIVES AND OUTPUTS 

 

The event has the following objectives: 

o To raise awareness on the concept of “environmental infrastructure” – and to 

demonstrate, that new “green” investment in the protection, maintenance and 

enhancement of environmental infrastructure is essential for sustainable growth; 

o To demonstrate that the Ecological Footprint of Africa coupled with a deficient level of 

investment in environmental infrastructure does or could contribute to the potential 



 

 

breach of planetary boundaries;  

o To highlight the implications of breaching planetary boundaries, as well as the 

opportunity to mitigate this and increase ecosystem resilience through investment in 

environmental infrastructure; 

o To provide policy- and decision-makers with compelling and logical cases demonstrating 

the potential for investment in protecting, maintaining and enhancing environmental 

infrastructure such as sustainable fisheries, well managed forests, protected areas, 

biodiversity protection, sustainable agriculture and sustainable use of freshwater 

resources; and  

o To raise awareness on ecosystem-based approaches to development as an imperative to 

crafting a sustainable future for Africa nations. 

 

Potential contribution to the outcome of Rio+20 

 

The 2012 Ecological footprint report analyses the current demand for land and water 

resources in Africa. It is becoming evident that over exploitation of natural resources can 

lead to the depletion of natural capital and a decline in ecosystem services, eventually 

slowing economic development and human well-being. This has direct relevance to the 

debate on sustainable production and consumption integral to Rio outcomes. 

Furthermore, in response to the on-going decline of the global environment, the “green 

economy” paradigm is evolving from an ideal, to an approach that is increasingly gaining 

support from countries worldwide. In view of the above, the event will therefore 

contribute to shaping the Rio+20 outcome by building a case to: 

o Invest in Africa’s’ ecological infrastructure; 

o Halt and reverse forest loss; 

o Manage water as the crucial link in the water, energy and food security nexus; 

o Enable sustainable production and access to markets; 

o Put renewable energy at the heart of a green economy; 

o Incorporate environmental performance and resource scarcity in measures of societal 

progress; 

o Use full accounting to capture social and environmental externalities; and 

o Develop and implement incentive frameworks to improve environmental performance. 

 

IV.  KEY QUESTIONS 

 

Panelists will address, at a minimum, the following questions: 

1. What is the importance of ecological infrastructure? 

2. What can policy makers do to improve the policy environment for ecological 

infrastructure? 

3. How can the different sectors (public, private, civil society) work together to improve the 

use of natural capital? 

4. How can regional, national, and civil society level actors work together to improve the 

use of natural capital? 

 

V.  PARTICIPANTS’ ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 



 

 

Speakers  
 

The event will be moderated by a News Anchor who will provide a general overview of the 

reasons prompting the discussions. He will introduce the panelists. WWF will make a brief 

presentation on the report, which will be followed by the video. The issues highlighted in the 

presentation and video will be discussed from various perspectives: 

o Regional level: President of the African Development Bank; 

o National level: Minister of Environment from Senegal; and 

o Civil Society Organization: WWF 

 

The event will be attended by stakeholders, including: 

o High level decision makers from African member state and their RECs, regional and sub-

regional organization, multilateral organization and bilateral organization representatives; 

o Regional Development Banks and other international financial institutions;  

Practitioner community, including private sector, community based organizations and civil 

society organizations, such as NGOs, media and independent writers on financing sustainable 

development in Africa and development issues. 
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