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Sustainable development requires the collective efforts of all nations. The global nature of environmental threats and the 
ecosystem services needed to address them transcends national borders. Developing countries are critical partners in a 

worldwide transition to greener growth models that are essential to accelerate progress towards sustainable development.

The concept of green growth is based on the premise that environmental and distributional goals can be reconciled with 
growth objectives. This concept has gained substantial political support from the leaders of many nations. However, 
obstacles to realising green growth, including the difficulty in changing behaviour, correcting government and market 
failures, and improving access to capital, are substantial. In addition, there is no one size fits all model for green growth – 
each model and the strategy around it must be designed for individual country contexts. The contextual differences – large 
informal economies, high dependence on natural capital, limited capacity, high levels of poverty and inequality – require 
specific and potentially more complex policy instruments. These instruments should guide policy towards achieving 
outcomes which are inclusive and equitable, productive and efficient and making the best use of natural capital within 
ecological limits. 

The focus on accelerating growth opportunities will be particularly important in developing countries. Positive economic 
and livelihood impacts will need to be frontloaded into the short and medium term and vulnerable groups will need to be 
protected from the transition costs. To implement green growth requires the right sort of knowledge, the right prioritisation, 
interaction between policy and political realities, engagement with the private sector, taking advantage of technology and 
innovations - and above all government leadership. Government-led strategies, based on each country’s own diagnosis of 
its institutions, endowments, bottlenecks and constraints, need to be formulated as part of national planning processes, 
designed to deliver on existing national poverty reduction and development objectives. 

OECD is working with developing country policy makers to develop elements of a practical policy framework that are 
relevant to different developing country contexts and will help developing countries formulate their own strategies to make 
the transition to green growth. The emerging findings of this work are documented in a consultative draft report on Green 
Growth and Developing Countries. 

This high-level event brings together decision makers from OECD and developing countries to:

•	 Agree on opportunities for collaboration on key policy issues for realising the potential of green growth to deliver 
national economic growth and poverty reduction objectives.

•	 Discuss how OECD countries can support developing countries to make the transition towards green growth 
and sustainable development through development co-operation and strengthening the international enabling 
environment.

The event will also be the starting point for further collaboration post–Rio. On the basis of the discussions, a consensus on 
the way forward will be forged. This will involve pilot studies, consultation and policy dialogue at the national and regional 
level, to adapt and test practical policy instruments in specific country and regional contexts. This will not only inform and 
shape the final Green Growth and Developing Countries report, but it will also help partner countries to define their own 
approaches to green growth. The technical level consultation on the draft report, which takes place on June 17 in Rio 
provides one opportunity for identifying such potential partners and projects.

Possible questions to guide the high-level panel discussion include:

•	 How can green growth contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable development? What practical experience 
is there at country level?

•	 Are there relevant green growth experiences in developing countries, specifically integrating green growth into 
existing national policies and adopting green growth specific instruments? 

•	 At the global level, what international barriers need to be tackled in order to create incentives in developing 
countries to take the green growth agenda forward?

•	 What international support is most needed to stimulate green growth? 
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