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Invitation for Call for Papers 

For 

Transforming Capacity for African Development (TCAD 2014) 

 

Introduction 

The African Development Bank (AfDB) through its capacity development arm, 

the African Development Institute (EADI), and in collaboration with the International 

Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) envisages hosting a high level conference on 

“Transforming Capacity for African Development” during the 4th quarter of 2014. 

The event is scheduled to take place in November 27th – 28th in Dakar, Senegal.  

Objective 

The aim of this Conference is to take stock of issues, frameworks, methods, and 

lessons for transforming capacity as a key input to achieving sustainable African 

development. The conference contributions will also highlight best practices and 

identify knowledge and action gaps in developing capacities for achieving sustainable 

development in Africa. 

In addition to developing lessons based on case studies of successes and 

failures, the Conference will also address the challenge of measuring and monitoring 

capacity development. Identifying and assessing the capacity indicators that are 

currently used can prompt the development of a comparable set of indicators, and 

common units of measurement, for monitoring and evaluating capacity strengthening 

activities to pin down the drivers and impediments to such efforts. The lessons must 

give better understanding to the many challenges and opportunities in African 

development. Besides agriculture and food security, the other areas that will require 

investigation include: infrastructure development, regional integration, private sector 

development, skills, technology and job creation, gender and inclusive growth, fragility 

and socio-economic vulnerability, climate change, environmental sustainability and 

green growth, governance and accountability, and migration and human security. 

Theme Outline 

The Conference will be organized around six themes.  

The first theme will cover conceptual issues and provide an introduction to 

capacity development, including the key actors, history, and frameworks commonly 

used for sustainable development in African countries. The submissions will examine  
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conceptual framework connecting the capacity strengthening process to sustainable 

development outcomes; provide a brief history of capacity development efforts on the 

African continent during the past 40 years; as well reviewing the existing theories and 

models of capacity strengthening processes and develop a set of common concepts and 

variables. 

The second theme will focus on the available evidence on strengthening 

technological, resource management, and value-chain capacities and their 

contribution to sustainable development. Human resources for development, 

innovation, and adoption of technologies for sustainable development will form key 

themes of these chapters. Emerging policy issues such as GMOs and climate change 

will be addressed. 

The third theme will address itself to the institutional and organizational 

capacity for transforming African economies. These authors and discussants will bring 

out the lessons learned from past and current approaches to institutional and 

organizational capacity development. A number of questions need to be answered: 

what have been the recent efforts to strengthen delivery of services in African 

countries? What are the challenges and constraints in strengthening research and 

innovation systems that need to be addressed in this regard? What are the models of 

higher education on the continent and are there lessons for reviving these institutions 

as major contributors of human resources? What do the African case studies, if any, 

of: regional capacity development for food security; interdisciplinary higher education; 

institutions for sustainable natural resource management; and livelihood 

enhancement at the community level tell us about the nature and importance of 

capacity? 

The fourth theme will look at strengthening policy capacity at various levels. 

Firstly, capacity for addressing food emergencies through the development of food and 

nutrition monitoring systems is critical for food security. Secondly, building social 

entrepreneurship for addressing development challenges is an area that has not 

received much policy and programmatic attention. Thirdly, strengthening policy 

analysis capacity through long-term collaboration will be addressed using relevant 

case studies. Then fourthly, there is need to revisit financing issues including 

development cooperation in capacity development in areas such as infrastructure 

development, regional integration, private sector development, skills, technology and 

job creation, gender and inclusive growth, fragility and socio-economic vulnerability, 

climate change, environmental sustainability and green growth, governance and 

accountability, and migration and human security. There is some limited recognition 

that the financing of building capacity is on the bottom of the pecking order 

everywhere in Africa, including MDBs. Equally important is to have an effective sets of 

policies on capacity utilization by countries.  The fifth is the need to respond to the  
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question: when we build the capacity, how is it utilized? Sixth: what has been the 

experience in building capacity in public policy analysis to improve development 

outcomes? 

 The fifth theme covers monitoring and evaluation issues in capacity 

development and will identify challenges and lessons in measuring, mapping, and 

monitoring capacity strengthening interventions. For example: what should be the 

priorities in capacity development in Africa? What should be the roles of science and 

technology as well as the media? The obstacles and lessons derived from measuring 

and mapping capacity in various contexts will form the focus of the first chapter. The 

focus of submissions will be  on measuring capacity by drawing on a case study of 

achieving MDGs. Lessons from developing indicators of capacity for cross country 

comparisons is the subject of the third chapter. The last chapter will highlight capacity 

monitoring and evaluation challenges in international capacity development programs. 

The final theme area will capture the way forward for the next 10 years: pulling 

together ten leading views from policymakers and practitioners.  

Guidance to Interested persons  

 Each paper should attempt to explicitly define the concepts, contextualize the 

issues, review the extant literature on the subject, critically interrogate the key issues, 

and provide empirical evidence in support of all arguments and conclusions. It is 

important that authors make use of African case studies from different parts of the 

continent to cover the variety of existing scenarios and to support their conclusions 

and policy recommendations. 

Papers are to be written either in English or French. The final paper should be 8,000 - 

10,000 words (max) in length, excluding figures, plates, and references. 

To apply, please submit a CV (listing publications) and a 2 – 3 page outline (1.5 

spacing; 12 cpi font size) of your proposed paper. The submission should indicate 

which set or theme one intends to contribute to (Theme 1 – 6). All submissions to be 

send to Mr Nkoanyane Sebutsoe (n.sebutsoe@afdb.org) in copy to Mr George Kararach 

(g.kararach@afdb.org) and Dr Suresh Babu (s.babu@cgiar.org) latest by 2nd May, 2014. 

Your communication should explicitly make reference to the TCAD 2014 Call for 

Papers and state clearly which set of theme (Themes 1 – 6) the submission is for. 

Only successful applicants will be contacted. 
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