
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Event Concept Note 
 

High-Level Panel Discussion on “Promoting Inclusive Green Growth and building a 
Green Economy as a means to achieve sustainable development: Perspectives on 

Opportunities and Challenges faced by Africa, Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small Island Developing States” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsoring partners: United Nations Office of the Special Adviser on Africa 

(UN-OSAA), AUC, NEPAD Agency, UNEP, AfDB, 
UNECA, UN-OHRLLS, UN-DPI, UNDP, Government 
of the State of São Paulo Brazil, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, and Republic of Tunisia 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 18 June 2012 
Time:  13:30 - 15:00 

Venue: T-3, RioCentro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 



Background  
 

Promoting inclusive green growth and building a green economy is about 
ensuring quality of growth and enabling the transition to sustainable development 
pathways in Africa. Over the last decade the African continent has experienced rapid 
economic growth. However, this growth has been uneven across sub-regional countries 
and sectors. Africa, Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing 
Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) continue to be 
confronted with persistent poverty and high unemployment while the resource basis for 
many productive sectors faces increasingly the consequences of climate change, 
desertification, deforestation, soil erosion and loss of biodiversity. Further, political 
instability and conflicts throughout the continent exacerbate the severity of poverty and 
climate change impacts on population.  In this context, there is an urgent need to maintain 
the continents’ recent economic momentum, while ensuring that Africa’s growing 
population benefits from development in a sustainable manner and reducing the 
vulnerability to current and emerging environmental and socio-economic risks. 
 

Although Africa contributes, least to global climate change, it is suffering 
disproportionately from its adverse effects.  Already vulnerable to the current climatic 
environment, African livelihoods and economies need to adapt to climate change. 
Furthermore, the need to avoid dangerous levels of global warming will require global 
action. While recognizing the need to differentiate these responsibilities, development 
pathways, which achieve Africa’s development objectives in an increasingly carbon 
constrained world, need to be identified. 
 

Given its vast natural resource wealth, biodiversity and human capital, Africa 
could play an important role in addressing some of the world’s challenges. The continent 
has 60 percent of the world’s arable land; 20 percent of its forest reserves; 20 percent of 
the global land mass; 40 percent of the world’s biodiversity and more than half of the 
world’s clean energy potential.  A new paradigm is needed to ensure that countries 
maximize the benefits that can be generated from such resources in order to enhance 
livelihoods, eradicate poverty, and minimize vulnerabilities by creating new opportunities 
for sustainable growth and development. A green economy could be a viable approach in 
pursuing these critical objectives to achieve sustainable development.  
 

Over the past three years, analytical work and reports on green economy and 
green growth by various regional and multilateral agencies and various international 
research institutions have demonstrated that a green economy can be a means – perhaps 
one of the most important drivers - to achieve sustainable development. 
 

The increasing interest to move towards inclusive green growth and to build a 
green economy presents an unprecedented opportunity to mobilize governments and 
other stakeholders to assess and reframe their policies and build new sustainable 
pathways for growth, contributing to green investments, job creation, poverty eradication, 
resource efficiency and to the overarching goal of sustainable development.   

 



 
Objectives and focus of the panel 
 

By bringing together key decision and policy makers in Governments and Heads 
of the United Nations and regional development agencies with a focus on Africa, this 
event will provide a platform to discuss and identify opportunities, gaps, and challenges 
for advancing a green economy transition in Africa tailored to its specific development 
needs.  In particular, the event will consider national experiences; socio-economic 
development strategies and policies; skills, human and institutional capacity; means of 
implementation; and critical issues and challenges that countries face, and possible ways 
to address them.   
 

As the continent’s multilateral development Bank, the African Development Bank 
will present its emerging strategic focus on Green Growth, drawing on its experiences in 
the implementation of climate and environment financing mechanism and up-scaling 
private sector engagement in Africa. 
 
Expected Outcomes 
 

This event will contribute to clarifying the conceptual understanding of inclusive 
green growth and the transition towards a green economy in African countries and 
discuss the operational implications. Emphasis will be placed on sharing of experiences 
and learning among African countries at various levels of development. Participants will 
discuss country- level assessments of entry points for transitioning to a green economy; 
share information on policy initiatives undertaken; successful experiences; stakeholder 
engagement and participation; challenges and lessons learned with a view to contribute to 
the articulation of a global Framework of Action on green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication.  

 
Panel discussion 
 

The event will seek participation of Member States at Ministerial level, and heads 
of United Nations and regional development institutions in the form of a panel discussion 
facilitated by a Moderator. The event will enable high- level interactive discussions and 
presentations on their experiences and lessons learned by addressing the following 
questions:  
 
§ What are the benefits of inclusive green growth for Africa’s development in 

comparison to business as usual?  
§ How can Africa’s vast natural resources create more wealth for the African people 

in a more resource-efficient and equitable manner?  
§ How can employment opportunities and competiveness in Africa be increased, 

while ensuring also the sustainable and efficient management of Africa’s resource 
wealth?  

§ How can vulnerabilities to climate change, desertification and external shocks in 
the world economy be mitigated, if not eliminated?  



§ What challenges will African countries face in the transition to a green economy 
and how could such challenges be overcome?  

§ What experiences within and outside Africa offer lessons that could be built 
upon?  

§ How would African countries move from plans and strategies to concrete 
implementation of their green economy/green growth strategies?  

 
Following a short introductory presentation from the high- level representatives of 

the development institutions, the panel will encourage an interactive dialogue and free-
flowing exchange among the participants. The panel discussion will be moderated by Mr. 
Maged Abdelaziz, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on 
Africa.   
 
Expected participants 
 

United Nations Members States, UN system agencies and other international 
development partners, private sector and civil society representatives. 
 
 
 
 


