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CONTEXT 

 

Over the last decade the African continent has experienced rapid economic growth. However, 
this growth has been uneven across sub-regional countries and sectors. Also the economic base 
has remained narrow and the continent is generally not on track to achieve the MDGs. The 
goals of this conference are therefore important to Africa. Promoting inclusive green growth 
and building a green economy is about striking a balance between achieving the type of growth 
that ensures prosperity for African countries and their people, as well as enabling the transition 
to sustainable development pathways on the continent. 

There is an urgent need to scale up the development and sustainable management of Africa’s 
natural resources endowment to meet basic needs, a prerequisite to inclusive green growth, as 
well as build climate resilience while creating new growth opportunities. The complex and 
ambitious roadmap towards Rio+20 requires not only strong political will from parties but also 
an inclusive process where all stakeholders are offered the possibility to interact and commit 
according to their respective mandate, field of expertise, interest and capacities.  

Achieving this requires a strong leadership at all levels, global, regional, national and local, and 
a partnership between government, business and civil society organizations. Africa, with 54 
sovereign nations, has a shared vision on its sustainable development ideals. The African 
Development Bank, as Africa’s premier development finance institution, is working with its 
regional member countries at the regional and national levels to ensure the implementation of 
these ideals. The Bank’s interventions will greatly be enhanced with a strengthened 
institutional framework for sustainable development.  

 

Q1: What is the role of the African Development Bank, as a regional organization, in 
promoting cooperation and integration in sustainable development and how are we playing 
it? 

 Africa remains mindful that the green economy framework must be inclusive.  The 
continent is continuing to make progress towards achieving key goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – in particular, the priorities of poverty eradication, 
food security, sound water management, universal access to modern energy services, 
sustainable cities, effective management of natural resources and employment generation.   

 At present, African governments remain committed to the UN process. This 
notwithstanding, it is also fair to say that the process focuses on the “front-runners” as 
opposed to the “late comers”. African countries and stakeholders understand this and are 
working to provide the enabling environment to accelerate the implementation of 
sustainable development on the continent.  

 The AfDB has been working on sustainable development issues for decades and is in a 
strong position to support African countries transition to green growth, a process that 
needs to be tailored to specific circumstances and is key to sustainable development. 
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 The African Development Bank is supporting investments in all economic sectors on the 
continent, with the goal of lifting the continent out of poverty.  

 The AfDB is ready to support governance initiatives that are tailored to country 
circumstances and target opportunities for green investment, innovation in sustainable 
infrastructure, and securing the productivity of natural capital. 

 At the continental level the AfDB has also been instrumental in the establishment and 
promotion of over 15 African institutions. 

 The AfDB is encouraging of strong institutional frameworks in support of sustainable 
development and welcomes the discussion on the sustainable development goals. The Bank 
participates in efforts to attract and channel financial commitments to meet the objectives 
of the Sustainable Energy for All initiative. 

 The Bank is supporting the provision of sustainable infrastructure to improve Africa’s energy 
security, while promoting green development paths and harnessing Africa’s renewable 
energy potential. It is also supporting the development of transport systems compatible 
with environmental and social concerns. In the face of rising urbanization, the 
implementation of the Bank’s Urban Development Strategy is poised to reduce pollution, 
build sustainable cities to minimize disaster risk, and improve the provision of basic 
services.  

 The Bank is supporting the sustainable exploitation and development of Africa’s abundant 
natural resources, leveraging Land, water and forest resources for growth while maintaining 
biodiversity and ecosystem goods and services.  

 The African Development Bank is Building resilience among Africa’s populations and 
economies in the face of shocks, whether triggered by environmental or socio-economic 
events. To achieve this, the Bank regularly identifies and implements strategic climate risk 
management and adaptation measures that help to avoid the loss of lives, incomes and 
productive assets.  

 The Bank is not doing this in isolation and has built a strong partnership with regional 
organizations such as the AUC and UNECA where we operate a joint secretariat. The Bank is 
also working in partnership with Africa’s Regional Economic Communities and regional 
development Banks, as well as regional members states’ governments and civil society 
organizations.  

 Some areas of the Bank’s intervention to promote sustainable development include: 

o The Bank has heavily invested over the last five years in water projects that equip 
African economies with the infrastructure they need to better manage decreasing or 
more volatile rainfall. 

o Over the next three years (2011-2013) the Bank will invest an additional US $3.4 billion 
in clean energy.  

o The Congo Basin Forest Fund addresses deforestation in the Congo Basin Forest 
supported by the UK and Norway with over 100 operations financed for approximately 
US $2.8 billion.  
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o The fisheries and aquaculture portfolio of the AfDB is the largest single source of 
financing to the fisheries sector in Africa. 

o 50 million rural people were provided with water supply and 30 million with improved 
sanitation provisions from 2003 to 2011 due to investments in water and sanitation 
infrastructure and management by the AfDB and partners.  

 

Q2: What obstacles we are facing, how we can overcome them and what are the strong and 
weak points of our approaches? 

 The main challenge that the Bank is facing in its regional member countries is in achieving a 
balanced integration of the three pillars in planning, budgeting and implementation of plans 
and programmes, due to the lack of coordination and synergy among relevant national and 
even regional institutions 

 The relatively weak involvement of planning and finance ministries in sustainable 
development issues is a major challenge to achieving a balanced integration of the three 
pillars of sustainable development. Another major challenge is inadequate human, 
institutional and financial resources at all levels 

 Key recommendations would be to: 

o ensure effective linkages among global, regional, sub-regional and national institutions 
and processes in order to advance sustainable development, based on the principle of 
subsidiarity; 

o Strengthen International environmental governance within the context of the 
institutional framework for sustainable development, in order to promote a balanced 
integration of the economic, social and environmental pillars of sustainable 
development. Rio+20 should result in a strengthened governance framework that 
leverages the comparative advantages of existing regional and sub-regional institutions 
to ensure effective vertical and horizontal linkages; 

o Regional and sub-regional institutions should be strengthened and supported to foster 
and facilitate institutional coherence and harmonization of development strategies, 
plans and programmes among member States; 

 

Q3: What need to be done to accelerate cooperation and integration on sustainable 
development issues within the region and between regions?  

 There is the need for a clear and actionable indicator framework for sustainable 
development, to enhance understanding and guide integration modalities. The framework 
should be accompanied by an action plan that is realistically ambitious, and must define 
systems of measurable targets and indicators for each overall agreed goal. The targets and 
indicators should be determined taking into account each continent’s progress thus far in 
achieving the goals.  
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 The action plan should contain an assessment of required financial resources for countries 
to achieve the sustainable development goals in a time-bound, target-based approach, and 
identify possible sources of finance that can be made available to developing countries to 
achieve their targets and slated objectives; 

 The action plan should be accompanied by a clearly defined road map to enable financial 
mobilization so as to ensure that countries have the confidence in developing and 
embarking on an ambitious work program. This is particularly necessary for Africa; 

 The action plan should ensure that there will be ownership by all governments. For this to 
happen, the Action Plan should be tailored to each continent’s context and include common 
but differentiated responsibilities.  


