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THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK GROUP 

Civil Society Engagement and Consultations  
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Historically, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) have 

played a role in shaping and monitoring the development strategies, impact and results of the African 

Development Bank. This engagement began in the 1990s, when the first African Development Bank 

Group (AfDB)/ Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) Consultative Meeting was held in 1996 

with regional and non-regional NGOs at its headquarters in Abidjan. Since then, the Bank has 

continued the consultation and participation process in different ways, such as: CSO participation in 

the Bank’s annual meetings; the on-going consultation platform through the African Development 

Bank/ Non-governmental Organizations committee; opportunities for CSO engagement in the Bank’s 

projects’ implementation process; consultation during the environmental and social impact safeguards 

exercises; and continuous dialogue and information sharing through the Bank’s Field Offices.  

 

THE CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATION PROCESS 

 

The consultation process carried out during the Bank’s annual meetings in Dakar in May 2009 agreed 

that the Bank would scale up its efforts for CSO engagement. In view of this commitment, the Bank 

has decided to hold a Civil Society Consultation Forum on 1
st
 March 2010. The aim of this Forum is 

to have an open and substantive consultation with the civil society on key areas which have the 

highest impact for sustainable and inclusive development. Representatives of the African CSOs and 

Networks will discuss the Bank’s strategic focus under the proposed sixth general capital increase 

(GCI VI), agree on the terms of reference and a first quarter work plan for the AfDB/ NGO 

committee, as well as provide guidance on the Bank’s Information Disclosure Policy and the 

Environmental and Social Impact Safeguards Policy. The outcomes of this meeting will further inform 

and strengthen the Bank’s dialogue with the regional member countries (RMCs) for an enhanced 

consultative process. A report on the Forum, including a summary of discussions ensued during the 

meeting, will also be circulated to participants by email as well as be posted on the Bank’s internet 

website. 

 

With specific reference to the VIth GCI and the 12
th

 Replenishment of the African Development 

Fund, the Bank has launched an extensive web based consultation process. This approach is meant to 

provide a broader platform to all stakeholders across the continent and avail the opportunity to 

comment on the Bank’s work as well as make constructive suggestions for improvements where 

necessary. All relevant documentation are available on the Bank’s website (www.afdb.org). The web 

based consultation process will continue until the end of August 2010. The Bank periodically 

consolidate the comments received and post them on the website with responses on action taken, 

where necessary. 

 

The Bank’s commitment to a transparent CSO consultation is a continuous process. The AfDB/ NGO 

committee will continue to be the consultation platform going forward on key initiatives as well as 

identification of country level strategic development priorities in the Bank’s country strategy papers 

(CSPs). The AfDB/ NGO committee will periodically report on progress made and areas where 

further work is needed.  

 

 

http://www.afdb.org/

