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1. Context 

 Biological diversity and the services provided by various ecosystems (forest, wetlands, grasslands, etc.) 
are essential for human well-being. Today, it has become increasingly understood and recognized that 
biodiversity and ecosystem services are the basis for societies’ natural capital.  

 In collaboration with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and a number of other 
IUCN partners including governments, international organizations and NGOs, the African Development 
Bank would review examples of how investment in nature is integral in responding to challenges faced 
by humanity in achieving sustainable development. 

 The IUCN-led side event will put forward four case studies demonstrating the contribution of nature 
based approaches to economic development and poverty alleviation and constituting models of good 
governance around use of natural resources.  

 Several senior officials and delegates have been invited as Panelists in the High Level discussion which 
focuses on strategies for scaling up successful models of nature based solutions, that contribute to 
sustainable development as regards investments, promoting good governance arrangements and 
empowering stakeholders. 

 

 

2. AfDB’s Participation  

 The Bank’s mission is to alleviate poverty and support sustainable development. The conservation and 
sustainable use of natural ecosystems and biodiversity are critical to fulfilling these objectives.  

 The Bank’s leadership and coordinating role within the donor community, complemented by access to 
trust funds and lending resources, can help to introduce biodiversity within national agendas as a 
critical part of sustainable development.   

 The Bank will further explain its leadership in driving the development agenda in Africa by highlighting 
field experiences in nature-based solutions. The event also provides a platform for knowledge sharing 
through which the Bank draws on the strengths of expert institutions, whilst contributing by way of its 
own experiences acquired through various project implementation. 
 
 

3.  Key Issues/Questions under Discussion 

 How has the AfDB as a Regional Bank adopted nature based solutions in its operations as a means 

to achieving sustainable development? 

 The Bank has a large and expanding Agriculture/Natural Resource Management  portfolio. Few of 

these projects explicitly target biodiversity conservation, although many promote more 

sustainable agricultural practices, which are more ecologically friendly and are designed to 

increase harvest yields.  

 During the last decade the Bank has become engaged in developing a suite of biodiversity 

conservation projects that target agriculture in, and around, protected areas or in larger 

landscapes of conservation interest. For instance, the Bank is working together with partners such 

as COMIFAC to conserve biodiversity in fragile, protected areas of the Congo Basin which is home 

to several vulnerable and endangered plant and animal species. 
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 What are the impacts of climate change on agricultural biodiversity and loss of agricultural 

biodiversity on adaptability to climate change? 

 

 The loss of biological diversity destabilizes ecosystems and makes them more vulnerable to shocks 

and disturbances such as floods, which may further reduce the ability of environments to support 

human well-being.  

 Climate change and global warming will lead to decreased water availability, especially in arid and 

semi-arid lands. Water shortages affect agricultural productivity, food security and human health. 

As a consequence agriculture will be expanded thereby resulting in subsequent habitat loss and 

fragmentation, drainage of wetlands, and impacts on freshwater and marine ecosystems through 

sedimentation and pollution.  

 The introduction of new and adaptable exotic species for agriculture; and to meet increasing 

demands for biofuels, mariculture, aquaculture, and reforestation presents a particular challenge. 

 

 What is the importance of nature in socio-economic development?  

 Natural Resources underpin much of economic development across the world. Many African 

countries rely on natural sources as the basis of their international trade. For example, it is 

estimated that; 

o The forestry sector contributes between 3-8% of (GDP) to the economies of Central 

African nations and “as much as 20% of employment” through the numerous value chains 

associated with the industry. Among many other functions, it supports the livelihoods of 

millions of an ever growing urban and rural population (i.e. to meet their food, energy, 

water and basic needs) (ECA, 2001).  

o Forests, also have important environmental functions such as combating of land 

degradation, climate change and the resultant effects (e.g. via carbon sequestration), as 

well as conserving wetlands, coastal areas and freshwater systems. Additionally, forests 

are critical to the survival of endangered flora and fauna, most of which are endemic to 

Africa.  Further, many businesses rely on eco-system services in their value chain 

especially in developing countries. It is thus evident that nature is at the heart of socio-

economic development. 

 

 Showcase field experiences in nature-based solutions enabled by equitable and efficient governance 

in various areas such as food security, forest and water. 

 The AfDB is working together with partners such as COMIFAC to conserve biodiversity in fragile, 
protected areas of the Congo Basin, which is home to several vulnerable and endangered plant 
and animal species. The Congo Basin Ecosystems Conservation Support Programme (PACEBCo) 
contributes to the sustainable and concerted management of transboundary forest resources and 
protected areas, representing the biological diversity and ecosystems of the Central African sub-
region. The programme is anchored on four main pillars namely: 

i) Community Based Rural Development - Involves activities that promote income-
generation, equity and food security, including ecotourism, recovery of timber and 
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non-timber, agriculture and fishing / fish farming, agro forestry, and more generally 
basic needs in the prospect of meeting the MDGs. 

ii) Institutional support to COMIFAC and its partners - Involves a strengthening of 
governance including coordinating, planning, monitoring / evaluation capacities, and 
support for legal and institutional reforms for environmental governance and 
sustainable environment management.  

iii) Conservation and management of biodiversity- Consisting of assistance at state and 
landscape levels. It includes contributing to the delineation and creation of protected 
areas, supporting the monitoring system and communication in relation to protected 
areas, promoting the breeding of game, and promotion of biodiversity in forest 
concessions contiguous protected areas. 

iv) Programme Management and Coordination- Draws on expertise of COMIFAC, IUCN, 

ECCAS, PFBC and NGOs in ensuring quality management of programme activities. 

 

 What are the experiences and key learning points from the Bank’s engagement in nature based 

solutions. 

 Nature based solutions such as the one offered by PACEBCo, underpinned by good governance is 

a key channel for tackling environmental, social and economic development in sustainable 

development nexus.  

 Tackling social considerations such as equity, gender and youth plays an important in the success 

or otherwise of nature based interventions, which in turn has pronounced impacts on gender and 

youth. 

 Investments into nature are at the core of biodiversity conservation which often requires special 

financing instruments. 

 Solutions offered by nature can lead to rural livelihood improvement through generation of 

income (e.g. Ecotourism), environmental integrity (which supports agriculture upon which food 

security in many rural areas is based. 

 Biodiversity assets are often transboundary and therefore may often require close collaboration 

between adjacent countries for the realization of optimum benefits. 

 Partnerships and stakeholder participation are very important in conservation efforts for the co-

benefits to be evident and shared.  

 

4.  Key thoughts 

 Reality of the challenges ahead: to achieve food security, it is estimated that agricultural production 

must increase by 70 per cent to feed 9 billion people by 2050, while conserving and where possible 

enhancing, natural ecosystems. Integrating management of resources across landscapes will help to 

maximize productivity, improve livelihoods, and reduce negative impacts on the environment. The 

Bank has supported a number of countries with implementation of programs which address resilience, 

reduced emissions, and productivity altogether.  

 The Bank has a regional public goods window under its regional integration policy framework. The 

Bank’s flagship programme (PACEBCo) prioritizes activities that give a regional dimension to 

conservation but cannot be financed individually by the States. Investments in nature based solutions 
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such as the one offered by PACEBCo should be considered by governments as a key channel for 

tackling environmental, social and economic development in the sustainable development nexus.   

 Collaboration is at the heart of AfDB’s work. The Bank will play a key role in bringing together parties 

interested in working together to solve problems. Partnerships and stakeholder participation are very 

important in conservation efforts for the co-benefits to be evident and shared.  

 There is thus a reinforced need for continued and increased investment in knowledge creation and 

sharing, awareness-raising and good governance for the effective conservation of biodiversity. By 

applying proven conservation methods and testing new approaches to make the natural systems more 

resilient to climate change, “ecosystem-based adaptation” can help improve livelihoods by providing 

food, water and safety for people in the face of climate change threats. 

 
 

 


