
                                                                                                    

 

NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 

 
RIO +20 SIDE EVENT  CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Date: 19 June 2012  Time: 17.30 – 19.00  Venue: RioCentro 

 

I. CONTEXT 

 

Since the Rio 1992 Earth Summit, there has been much progress in the field of socio-economic 

development. However, the world has also witnessed a drastic rise in social inequalities and 

environmental degradation as well as biodiversity loss resulting from continuous unsustainable 

economic models. In addition, inadequate governance systems as well as lack of implementation 

of international obligations related to sustainable development and of various environmental 

agreements jeopardize the achievement of sustainable development. 

 

The United National Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) will address economic, 

social and environmental dimensions of implementation of the sustainable development 

framework. To tackle this challenge, two overarching themes have been defined, namely, Green 

Economy in the context of Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication; and Institutional 

Framework for Sustainable Development. IUCN works with many partners in projects that put 

nature at the centre of strategies and action plans to improve the quality of life using a people-

centered approach and fair distribution of resources. The UNCSD is an opportunity to share 

lessons learned and discuss strategies for scaling up successful models. 

 

II. BACKGROUND 

 

One of the objectives of the Rio+20 Conference should be to identify measures to advance 

implementation of the sustainable development framework. IUCN, together with the African 

Development Bank and a number of other partners including governments, international 

organizations and NGOs would like to review examples on how investment in nature is integral 

in responding to challenges faced by humanity in achieving sustainable development. The 

importance of nature based solutions in a green economy that ensures livelihoods while 

preserving biodiversity and ecosystem services with effective and equitable governance 

arrangements should be emphasized as an implementing tool for achieving a sustainable future. 

 

The IUCN-led side event will put forward four case studies demonstrating the contribution of 

nature based approaches to economic development and poverty alleviation and constituting 

models of good governance around use of natural resources. Successful practices that should be 

studied in further depth include: restoration of forests and benefits of resilience to environmental 

hazards, water access and management, and biodiversity conservation. These practices support 

livelihoods and represent an effective framework for action. 

 

 



 

 

III.  OBJECTIVES AND OUTPUTS 

 

The event has the following objectives: 

o Demonstrate that nature is at the heart of socio-economic development.  

o Showcase field experiences in nature-based solutions enabled by equitable and efficient 

governance in various areas such as food security, forest and water. 

o Explore concrete action needed to implement nature-based solutions with good 

governance at a larger scale, such as appropriate investment in natural infrastructure for 

development. 

 

IV.  KEY QUESTIONS 

 

Panelists will address, at a minimum, the following questions: 

1. How can implementation be improved within the sustainable development framework? 

2. How can nature-based solutions improve food security, forest management and water 

usage?  

3. How is nature at the heart of socio-economic development? 

4. How investment in nature is integral in responding to challenges faced by humanity in 

achieving sustainable development? 

 

V.  PARTICIPANTS’ ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Speakers  
 

The event will be moderated by a News Anchor who will provide a general overview of the 

reasons prompting the discussions. He will introduce the panelists. There will be a presentation 

of four case studies followed by a discussion. 

 

The event will be attended by stakeholders, including: 

o High level decision makers from African member state and their RECs, regional and sub-

regional organization, multilateral organization and bilateral organization representatives; 

o Regional Development Banks and other international financial institutions;  

Practitioner community, including private sector, community based organizations and civil 

society organizations, such as NGOs, media and independent writers on financing sustainable 

development in Africa and development issues. 

 

Role Name Position 

Moderator TBD TBD 

Panelist 
Abdirahman Beileh Director, AfDB 

Panelist  Ashok Khosla President, IUCN 

Panelist Edna Molewa Minister of Environment, RSA 

Panelist 
Christian Friis Bach 

Minister for Development Cooperation, 

Denmark 

Panelist 
Monique Barbut 

Chairperson and CEO, the Global 

Environment Facility 



 

 

Panelist Andris Piebalgs 

 

Executive Director, United Nations 

Economic Commission for Latin America 

and the Caribbean 

Panelist 
Alicia Barcena 

Commissioner for Official Development 

Assistance, The European Commission 

 


