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I- Introduction 

In order to ensure Africa’s prominent voice during Rio+20, AUC, UNEP, UNECA and AfDB 
hosted a Round Table entitled, “Mobilizing African Leadership for an Effective Regional 
Preparatory Process for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development” 
during the 17th African Union Ordinary Session of the Assembly in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea. 
The specific objectives of the Round Table were to: 
 
(i) Mobilize African political leadership and ownership of the regional preparations 

toward Rio+20; 
(ii) Deliberate on Africa’s sustainable development challenges, opportunities concerns 

and priorities;  
(iii) Secure political guidance on the preparation of Africa’s consensus statement for 

Rio+20. 
 

With the following expected outcomes: 
 
(i) Common vision on the Africa regional preparatory process for  Rio+20; 
(ii) High-level political commitment, leadership, and ownership of the regional 

preparations; 
(iii) Political guidance on Africa’s concerns and priorities regarding: a) New and emerging 

challenges; b) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication; and c) the institutional framework for sustainable development and d) 
bridging the implementation gap for sustainable development. 
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This roundtable provided a platform for high level dialogue between African Heads of State 
on preparations for, and expectations from Rio+20 and beyond. 
 
The roundtable provided a unique opportunity for Africa’s political leadership and decision 
makers to reflect and offer guidance on the continent’s preparations for RIO+20, which also 
included the mobilization of high level political commitment. 
 
The format of the Roundtable was the following: 
 

(i) Opening segment with the introductory remarks by Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission (AUC); a statement by Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, UN 
Under Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA), and statement by Mr. Achim Steiner, UN 
Under Secretary General and Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 

(ii) Official opening, with a keynote speech, by H.E. Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of 
the Republic of Congo; 

(iii) Official statements by H.E. Jacob Zuma, President of the Republic of South Africa 
and by H.E. Francois Bozize, President of Central African Republic; 

(iv) High level interactive session  
 
In attendance, in addition to the Heads of state, were a number of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministers of Environment (Kenya, South Africa, Congo, Gambia, Nigeria, Gabon, 
Algeria, Niger, etc.), Ambassadors, UN agencies, Regional economic commissions, and some 
observers, such as the EU and representatives of civil society. In total, the Roundtable 
totalled more than 130 participants.  
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II- Summary of the Roundtable 
 

The roundtable was moderated by Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission, and officially opened by H. E. Mr. Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of the 
Republic of the Congo, with  keynote speeches delivered by H. E. Mr. Jacob Zuma, President 
of the Republic of South Africa, and H. E. Mr. Jean Francois Bozize, President of the Central 
Africa Republic.  

In his introductory remarks, Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission 
welcomed the joint initiative, and articulated the need to assess the achievements made so far 
in the implementation of Agenda 21.  He stressed the need to look at sustainable development 
as one of the main priorities for the youth in Africa and to consider the important 
opportunities green economy may yield for Africa. He also highlighted the importance of a 
common position and the need to speak with One voice in Rio+20, to ensure Africa’s voice is 
heard. 

Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), recalled the major steps taken by his 
organization in facilitating Africa’s preparation toward the Rio+20 conference.  This includes 
a number of capacity building workshops, used to articulate concerns and address issues for 
discussion at Rio+20 and the selection of sub-regional reports to be discussed at sub-regional 
consultations in October 2011, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  He also emphasised the need to 
emerge from Rio with strategic partnerships with governments, the private sector, and civil 
society, but also stressed to take into account the issues of implementation, capacity building, 
which can only be bolstered by a strong political will. He concluded that UNECA is ready to 
provide the necessary technical support to achieve a common position towards Rio+20. 

Mr. Achim Steiner, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), outlined in his statement that Rio+20 should not only 
reaffirm the commitments made 20 years ago, but also address the social cohesion challenges 
raised by our current economic development models.  He said that Rio+20 can be the 
opportunity for this generation of world leaders to catalyze a paradigm shift in Africa’s 21st 
century growth and create cooperative relationships across the developing and developed 
world. He stressed the need to engage in dialogue about the foundations of our economic 
models and the current threat of climate change, which will further affect this paradigm shift 
irreversibly to a green economy. Transitioning towards a Green economy may entail  
investing in our natural capital and looking into new technologies to support that transition. 
Africa’s wealth is in its ecological capital, and green economy speaks to greater resource 
efficiency. Mr. Steiner explained the key questions should now focus on, how do we realign 
public sector investment to address the challenges posed by a transition to a green economy? 
How do we adjust our current governance and institutional framework to deliver on the green 
economy? The current multilateral setting and governance structure, in regards to sustainable 
development, should be a cause for major concern. Africa, which comprises of a quarter of 
UN member states, should rely on the UN to deliver on those issues and multilateralism, 
especially since Africa is not part of the G20, with the exception of South Africa. The 



 

 - 4 - 

governance system has eroded due to a lack of efficient reform. There is a need for 
momentum, a momentum generated by leadership. Mr. Steiner expressed that we are at a 
time when Africa can be an architect, a driving force, and not just a stakeholder. Africa has 
the capacity to speak with One voice, as seen in previous negotiations, and should set the 
agenda in RIO. 
 

In his opening statement, President Sassou-Nguesso called for both action and an African 
common position. He stressed that “given its potential, including forests, rivers, natural 
resources, renewable energy, Africa could reduce social inequalities and achieve sustainable 
development through the promotion of a green economy that takes into account its natural 
capital.” He presented green economy as “a suitable alternative way, a road and a vehicle 
leading to sustainable development.” President Sassou recognised that Africa has already 
invested in the building blocks for an effective transition to a Green Economy. Regarding the 
institutional framework for sustainable development, he said, “Africa has more than a quarter 
of seats in the UN General Assembly. It represents the bulk of the Group of 77 and China. It 
must use this political and strategic capital on the international stage to become a key partner 
in reforming the institutional framework for sustainable development.  Describing the 
International Environmental Governance (IEG) as a high strategic issue for Africa he said 
that ” Africa must seize the opportunity presented by Rio+20 to “negotiate an architecture of 
the institutional framework for sustainable development, not only in favour of Africa’s 
development but also in favour of the emergence its economy at the global level.” 

He briefly described the outcomes of the Nairobi – Helsinki process on IEG, with some 
emphasis on a World Environment Organization as it has already received support from some 
African heads of states, during the last Africa-France Summit in May 2010.  He called for 
“Africa to consider the creation of an international environmental organization  from UNEP, 
with a transparent and functioning structure, with means and adequate powers with universal 
membership. This institution should have a technical capacity to help countries meet the 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements. It will be the first specialized UN agency to be 
located in Nairobi, Africa.” 

He concluded by stating ,“Rio 20 is a key event for Africa which must speak with One voice, 
on the basis of a position and a common strategy and calling for  a AU Decision on RIO+20 
to be adopted during the Summit, to enable AU, ECA and AMCEN to work together towards 
an adoption of the common African position  for RIO+20.” 

President Jacob Zuma, of South Africa, delivered a statement on “Sharing experiences in the 
context of embracing green economy for sustainable development.” According to him, “there 
is always the nagging unresolved question about the concept of sustainable development. 
Does it mean that we are doomed to a trade-off between economic growth and protection of 
our natural resource base? I think the answer is a firm “no”, and the question is rather, how 
do we reach a situation in which it is possible to expand economic activity, create 
employment opportunities, eradicate poverty, while at the same time reduce both 
consumption of natural resources and environmental impact?” Sustainable development in 
the 21st century must consider energy security, water security, food security and Millenium 
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Development Goals and should recognise “the need for a new generation of policy 
instruments that promote complementarities between economic growth, social development 
and management of the environment and the natural resource base, accelerate innovation; 
encourage policies that promote public investment in greener infrastructure; and policies that 
recognise the cross border dimensions, for example in trans-boundary water resources and 
trans-boundary pollution.”  

Furthermore, President Zuma announced the official launch of the South African Renewables 
Initiative (SARI) aimed to “catalyse industrial and economic benefits through an ambitious 
scaling – up of renewable energy in the country. SARI is “a vehicle to deliver an integrated 
industrial, technology and financing strategy that could unlock SA’s growth potential.” He 
concluded by saying that “Rio+20 is a key moment for African countries to shape the type of 
sustainable development and green economy agenda that is supportive of the continent’s 
economic growth, job creation and poverty eradication priorities.  It is an opportunity we 
must not only seize, but actively mould and shape for the benefit of the people of the African 
continent.” 

President Francois Bozize, in his remarks pointed out the critical importance of youth, and 
quoted a number of actions initiated by his government toward more environmental 
protection. He also stressed the importance of inter-generational equity. 

In the course of the discussion, the moderator, Mr. Jean Ping, drew the analogy that what is 
happening in global environmental governance is also valid in a broader political arena: the 
current global governance and new world order is not acceptable for Africa, as there are no 
checks and balances, specifically in reference to the Security Council. 

Kenya, through Mr. George Saitoti, Minister of Foreign Affairs, made reference to a decision 
co-sponsored by Republic of Congo on the common position on Rio+20, presented to the 
Executive Council of the African Union (26-29 June 2011), for adoption by Heads of state 
and governments. In regards to Green economy, he stressed the advancements in geothermal 
energy, currently underway in Kenya. On the institutional framework for sustainable 
development, he reaffirmed Kenya’s belief that Africa needs to support the strengthening of 
UNEP, with a vision to transforming it into a specialized environmental agency of the UN 
that will have a clear mandate and established financing mechanisms. He reiterated Kenya’s 
willingness to continue hosting the institution. He concluded be expressing Africa’s need to 
take the lead in the Rio+20 process.  

Mr. Mokgweetsi E.K. Masisi, Botswana Minister of Presidential Affairs and Public 
Administration, contributed to the discussions and emphasized the need to improve the 
delivery process of already agreed goals and conventions. He favoured home-grown  
resolutions, which reflect the needs, aspirations, and vision of the African people, but in a  
realistic, ambitious and action-oriented manner. 

Ambassador Khein, from the European Union, insisted that the Rio+20 themes are crucial for 
the EU-Africa partnership, and believed the preparatory process for Africa as key. He also 
noted that Rio is not the end but the beginning. He outlined certain areas where policies and 
actions are needed, and dwelled on areas that need more attention, such as: water, renewable 
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energy, oceans, etc. He also made a call to avoid the north-south divide. He stressed the need 
to work together and assess what is necessary in terms of financing, as the required finances 
will be greater than traditional ODA. He also pointed out the need to harness all efforts, and 
upgrading UNEP and increased involvement of the private sector is part of that discussion. 
He also called on Africa to speak in One voice. 

Mrs. Edna Molewa, Minister for Environment of South Africa reiterated the support of South 
Africa with regard to creating a specialised UN agency for environment, based on the 
foundations of UNEP, with a headquarters in Nairobi. South Africa fully supports the 
decision on Rio+20, provided the coordination for the common position rests with AMCEN. 

Mr. Amr Aljowaily, Director of United Nations Affairs, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
speaking on behalf of Egypt, supported the need for demonstrated leadership on the road to 
Rio, and fully encouraged the transformation of UNEP into a programme that facilitates the 
implementation of internationally agreed goals and not into a normative body, such as the 
WTO. Egypt further emphasized that inter-agency coordination is a must and he expects 
Rio+20 to address the global imbalance at the economic level, a strong financial basis for 
action.  He also insisted that all these reforms should not bear new burden for African 
countries. 

Niger’s intervention focused on the need for Rio+20 to highlight the key principles towards a 
green economy and adhered to the proposal to reinforce UNEP, and provide the adequate 
finances. 

In closing the session, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission insisted on the 
shared responsibilities of UNECA, the AUC, and AMCEN to coordinate the drafting of the 
common position on Rio+20. He also invited Kenya and South Africa to share their 
experiences in geothermal and renewable energy respectively. 
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Excellences Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres ; 
 
Distingués invités 
 
Mesdames et Messieurs 
 
Ma tâche ce soir consiste à modérer cette Table Ronde qui, comme 
vous pouvez le constater, bénéficie de la présence de plusieurs Chefs 
d’Etat et de Gouvernement et de personnalités diverses comme le 
Président Lula du Brésil, mon Frère AbdoulieJanneh, Secrétaire 
Exécutif de la CEA et Monsieur Achim Steiner, Directeur Exécutif du 
PNUE. Bref, je suis certain que ce soir nous aurons des échanges 
enrichissants et fructueux. 
 
Mais avant de donner la parole aux différents intervenants de la 
présente Table Ronde, permettez-moi de souligner quelques points 
que je trouve importants en ce qui concerne le thème qui nous réunit. 
 
 

1. – 20 ans après Rio, quels sont en Afrique, les résultats atteints en 
ce qui concerne l’Agenda 21 ? Je crois que nous devons nous 
engagés dans une franche démarche d’évaluation du chemin 
parcouru afin de dégager les résultats atteints et surtout les 
leçons apprises. 
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2. Le Développement Durable constitue une préoccupation majeure 
pour la jeunesse africaine car il est la garantie de leur avenir et de 
celle des générations montantes. 
 

3. – Le thème de Rio+20 met entre autre, l’accent sur l’économie 
verte dans le contexte du Développement Durable et le 
renforcement des capacités de la jeunesse. 
 

4. En ce qui concerne l’objectif visé par cette table Ronde, il est 
absolument nécessaire que l’Afrique prenne toutes les 
dispositions nécessaires pour préparer son active participation et 
cette  rencontre sur Rià+20. L’un des signaux de cette bonne 
préparation serait l’expression d’une position commune africaine 
à travers une seule voix. Nous avons expérimenté ceci il y a deux 
ans lors des négociations sur le changement climatique et vous 
connaissez le résultat. Aussi vais-je, si vous le permettez, donner 
la parole à Monsieur ………………. Pour son intervention. 
 



AUC,UNEP,UNECA, AfDB Round Table on Rio+20 

Mr. Abdoulie Janneh,   
Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nation Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

 

Excellencies 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to make a short statement on the “African Regional 
Preparatory Process for the Rio +20” meeting.  To begin with, I wish to re-iterate the point made 
in my presentation to the Executive Council on 26 June, where I stressed that Africa has to 
continue to pay very close attention to the processes leading up to the Rio+20 Conference 
whose outcomes will affect the future growth trajectory of our continent. 

As a background, it should be recalled that the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development otherwise known as the Rio +20 Summit took place in Brazil in 1992.  The 
Conference was a landmark event in the sense that it placed the concept of sustainable 
development which brings the environmental, economic and social dimensions of development 
together firmly on the agenda of the international community.   

Despite this commitment, a five-year review conducted in 1997 showed that little progress had 
been made in implementing the sustainable development agenda.  Accordingly, a World 
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was convened at the ten-year mark in 
Johannesburg in 2002 to conduct further review and to adopt additional measures to accelerate 
the implementation of the outcomes of the Rio meeting. 

It was in a similar context, that the General Assembly agreed in 2009 to organize a United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) at the highest possible level in June 
2012.  This Conference dubbed Rio+20 is intended to secure renewed political commitment to 
sustainable development, assess progress made to date, determine remaining gaps, and 
address new and emerging challenges.  The two themes of the Conference are: 

• A green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication 
• The institutional framework for sustainable development 

In accordance with its legislative mandate and in conformity with its role as the regional arm of 
the United Nations in Africa, ECA has been coordinating the regional preparations for Rio+20.  
In doing so, we have worked in harmony and tandem with other key regional stakeholders, 
especially the African Union Commission, the African Development Bank, and the Regional 
Economic Communities.  Similarly, engaged is the UN system especially the United Nations 
Environment Programme. 

The Africa regional preparatory process for Rio +20 is designed as a multi-stakeholder bottom-
up process mirroring the same procedures that was used to prepare African countries for the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development.  Its objectives are to facilitate effective coordination 
and consultations between our member States and to enable a regional consensus after 
thorough stock taking at national, sub-regional and regional levels. 



Several activities have already been undertaken to help build capacity within the continent for 
articulating concerns and determining their priorities for Rio+20.  These include: 

• The 11th session of the UN Regional Coordination held in November 2010 which 
provided a platform for raising awareness and marshalling necessary support for African 
countries in the preparatory process. 

• Three workshops looking at the inter-related issues of Trade, Environment and 
Sustainable development; Institutional and Strategic Frameworks for Sustainable 
Development; and on the Sustainable Development Indicator Framework for Africa. 

The process is also being accompanied by the production of documents and reports on the 
implementation of sustainable development commitments.  The preparation of these reports is 
being led by the relevant Regional Economic Community and they will be tabled for discussion 
at sub-regional consultation meetings scheduled for September this year.  At the same time, all 
the partner agencies are working together to prepare documents that will guide the regional 
preparatory process.   

It is our hope that when these documents are finalized our negotiators will have useful 
guidelines on: 

• New and emerging challenges for Africa 

• A green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication 

• Institutional frameworks for sustainable development in Africa 

It is our expectation that all these documents will contribute to a regional review report that will 
form the basis for the African Regional Preparatory Conference taking place in Addis Ababa in 
October this year.  The Conference which will hold at expert and ministerial level is expected to 
adopt a outcome document containing Africa’s common position on the objectives and themes 
of Rio+20 to be submitted to the African Union Summit in January 2012. 

Strengthened partnerships will be required across the board by all stakeholders including 
member States, Civil Society Organizations, and the private sector to ensure that the concerns 
of Africa’s people are taken on-board and adequately addressed.  In doing so, I would urge that 
we pay particular attention to issues of implementation capacity so that we do not end up with a 
global agreement which our countries do not have the human and financial resources to 
implement. 

At the end of the day, however, it is only a clear sighted approach backed by necessary political 
will that will enable Africa to obtain outcomes that are suited to its needs and level of 
development.  I am therefore optimistic that by working closely together and providing 
necessary technical support to our negotiators engaged in this global process we will certainly 
achieve our objectives. 

Thank you very much.  



AUC-UNEP-UNECA-AfDB Round Table on Rio+20 
Mobilizing African leadership for an Effective Regional Preparatory Process 
for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 
16:00 - 18:00, 29th June 2011, Malabo, Equatorial Guinea 
 
Remarks by Mr. Achim Steiner,  
Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of UNEP 

“Africa’s Potential for Rio+20” 

 

 

 
 H.E. Mr. Denis Sassou-Nguesso, President of Republic of the Congo,  
 
Your Excellences, Presidents and Heads of States, 
 
Ministers and Heads of Delegations, 
 
Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission, 
 
 Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Thank you for inviting me to this important meeting and roundtable in the 
presence of such distinguished and knowledgeable speakers and guests. We are 
here to contribute to the focusing and formulating of Africa’s collective position 
on Rio+20 in Brazil next June. 
 
Rio+20 can be another date in the long and demanding international calendar of 
events—or it can be an opportunity for this generation of world leaders to 
catalyze a paradigm shift in Africa’s 21st century growth and its cooperative 
relationships across the developing and developed world. 
 
Africa is a region with perhaps the most to gain from a world-wide shift towards a 
Green Economy. 
 



• An abundance of the kinds of natural resources that in many other parts of 
the world are becoming constrained and highly sought, including 40 per 
cent of the world’s biodiversity and 16 per cent of world forest cover. 

 
• The potential for generating high levels of clean, sustainable and 

renewable energies able to propel lives and livelihoods in a way that 
maximizes development and minimizes humanity’s pollution footprints 
nationally and internationally while combating poverty. 

 
• An opportunity to broaden the economic sectors from oil, minerals and 

agricultural ‘extraction’ to sectors that meet the needs of one billion 
Africans now and an estimated 2 billion by 2050 while supplying global 
markets with the goods and services likely to be in demand over the 
coming decades. 

 
• An opportunity too to find better, decent ‘green jobs’ for the 10 million 

new young people a year looking for work in areas from natural resource 
management to sustainable agriculture and high-tech, clean tech jobs that 
are likely to grow 21st century economies but in a way that keeps 
humanity’s footprint within planetary boundaries. 

 
In short, Rio+20 could represent an evolution of sustainable development that 
recognizes and values Africa’s assets in a way that reflects the economic, social 
and environmental realities of a world markedly different from Rio 1992. 
 
Your meeting here in Malabo does not come in a vacuum.  
Africa has already signaled political commitment on the Green Economy through 
several endorsements such as 13th AMCEN Session in June 2010; 7th African 
Development Forum; AU Summit January 2011 and the Conference of African 
Ministers of Economy and Finance CAMEF in March 2011. 
 
Over recent weeks and months Africa’s ambassadors and experts have provided 
dynamic and forward-looking proposals on a continent-wide position running up 
to Rio+20. 
 
Special thanks are due to the Republic of the Congo and Kenya for the agenda 
item “Africa’s Preparation for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20): Common Positions and Strategies in Facing the 
Challenges of the Green Economy and International Environmental Governance”. 
 



Some countries quite rightly have pointed out pitfalls that need to be addressed in 
respect to a Green Economy in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication. Green tariffs or trade barrier or new kinds of conditionalities 
in terms of aid, being among those concerns. But I think there is also an emerging 
clarity that the greatest risk to Africa and indeed economies across the world is 
too allow concerns about risks to paralyze the bigger prize. 
 
And that risks of the kind raised are inherent in any economic model, green or 
otherwise. 
Indeed when I read the preparatory documents and hear the voice of Africa’s 
leadership, academia, business and civil society, I have a sense that most if not all 
countries here have internalized many of those concerns as ‘issues to watch out 
for’ rather than issues that are fundamental road blocks to broad cooperative 
agreements in Rio. 
 
On the second theme of Rio+20-- an institutional framework for sustainable 
development-- and in particular in respect to international environment 
governance, the pros and cons of a body such as a World Environment 
Organization needs to be firmly focused on a framework for empowerment and 
delivery. 
 
Empowerment of the environment ministers of Africa to achieve the full potential 
of their portfolios in respect to delivering the third pillar of sustainable 
development in cooperation with their counterparts in other parts of the globe. 
 
And in a way that matures the third pillar not for itself, but in order to also deliver 
social and economic outcomes. In specific, improved International Environment 
Governance needs to: 
 

• Strengthen the science-policy interface with full participation of 
developing countries 

• Increase the effectiveness, efficiency and coherence of the UN system to 
respond to the needs of developing countries 

• Establish a strong link between environmental policy and the appropriate 
financing processes and mechanisms 

Excellences, 
 
Many African countries have included environment in their development 
priorities and some have provided environmental safeguarding in their 
constitutions.  



 
However, the means for implementation to support their commitments have 
lagged behind—an area a reformed system of IEG could address. 
 
The work of UNEP and many, many others including governments and research 
institutes in Africa, underline that a Green Economy is emerging everywhere 
including in least developed countries with positive impacts on lives and 
livelihoods as well as environmental sustainability. 
 
From the growth of sustainable and organic agriculture in for example Uganda 
and Malawi; the dramatic explosion of renewable energies in a countries like 
Egypt and Kenya and the plans for solar in South Africa, to ecosystem restoration 
and sustainable tourism in Rwanda and Namibia to forest management in the 
Republic of Congo and Gabon, we know it happening here, not in theory but in 
practice. 
 
It is likely to flower and flourish faster with an institutional framework that 
fosters rather than frustrates such transitions and recognizes the needs and 
aspirations of developing economies in Africa and elsewhere. 
 
There is a tendency, when faced with a big UN conference to draw up negotiating 
positions and steel oneself to plough through texts line by line. 
 
Rio+20 is designed to be different. 
 
On IEG, we need to look more to implementation than institutions. 
 
On the Green Economy, to the big ticket items where broad and cooperative 
public policy can shift markets catalyze national and regional action and global 
financial flows onto a sustainable path. 
 

• Whether it be an evolution of indicators of wealth, that take the world 
beyond the narrow definitions of GDP to indicators that reward economies 
that adopt public policies and produce goods and services that strengthen 
the three pillars, rather than weaken them. 

 
• Or whether it be looking at perverse subsidies that perpetuate not only 

environmental damage but poverty and dependence. 
 



• Or the way government purchasing policies can, when clearly and 
transparently implemented, favour companies trying to do the right rather 
than the wrong thing. 

 
• Or ways, both legal and practical, of implementing international 

environmental agreements on climate change to desertification and 
biodiversity to chemicals management. 

 
And Rio+20 needs to achieve something else. The world of the here and now is 
no longer shaped exclusively by the state, more the state is an enabler. 
 
In the run up to and at Rio+20, there needs to be a forum and an exchange of big 
ideas between governments, business and civil society in order to reach common 
cause: that will be important for Africa’s position as well as the position of all 
regions. 
 
An issue that will be important for us to also consider here today. Rio+20 has 
already achieved a great deal not least in Africa. 
 

• A broad intellectual debate about the kind of development nations want; a 
rich analysis of what sustainability in the 21st century means and how it 
relates to different economies at different points in their development path. 

 
• A cataloguing of transitions underway and a deeper understanding of how, 

practically that has been happening and where there are constraints. 
 

• Greater understanding of the science and of how ecosystems such as 
forests and marine ecosystems like mangroves and sea grasses can 
generate multiple benefits from water supplies to coastal defenses and 
fisheries which, with the right kind of cooperative support offers improved 
livelihoods, resilience and new market-based opportunities 
 

The challenge now and for Rio+20 is to accelerate and to scale all this up in a way 
that meets Africa’s challenges, by unleashing its inordinate potential as a major 
force in a sustainable 21st century and by framing how evolved institutions can 
implement this forward-looking agenda. 
 
Thank you for inviting me to share in this important meeting 





















(Egypt) 

Addressing Podium. 

Thanking organizers. 

Thanking H.E President of Congo for initiative and emphasizing the need for 
active African participation as well as unified thoroughly studied African 
position. 

 

Highlighting main points that Egypt expressed earlier in many forums as 
follows: 

• The test for sustainable development lies in the extent to which its 
three components are integrated or brought together, and that one 
major goal for the institutional reform is to clarify that sustainable 
development is not restricted to the environment pillar.  
 

• In fact, the rate of institutional growth in the environmental pillar is 
faster than the other two, namely the economic and social pillars”. 
Yet, when it comes to sustainable development governance at the 
international level, the focus  many times is on the environmental 
pillar or International Environmental Governance and Governance of 
the Economic and Social Pillars of Sustainable development.  
 

• This methodology reflects, and deepens, the current imbalance 
between the three pillars. This imbalance has to be redressed. Rio + 
20 should address the individual governance arrangements of the 
three pillars in an integrated and balanced manner, not restrict itself 
to only one of them. 
 

• The question that we would need to address could be: What are the 
changes that are needed to strengthen the global institutional 
architecture of sustainable development? 
 

• Here, the issue of the imbalance between developed and developing 
countries in the global economic governance is paramount. Egypt 
reaffirmed that this has to be addressed at the United Nations level as 
well, as it is the only multilateral forum where all parties stand on an 
equal footing. We believe that Rio+20 is an opportunity to restore this 
deficit. 
 



• The main reason for the gap in implementation and the need for 
reform is the lack of sufficient means of implementation. This gap will 
not be bridged unless we ensure a stable, predictable and adequate 
financial basis for the international cooperation in the field of 
sustainable development and unless we demonstrate the necessary 
political will. 
 

• On the IEG, Egypt is looking forward to transform UNEP into a 
successful action oriented implementation programme with sufficient 
resources, comparable to the UNDP, not into a normative, 
enforcement oriented world organization comparable to the WTO. 
 

• Egypt fully supports effective synergies between existing instruments 
and processes addressing the three pillars of sustainable development, 
not only one of them. Yet synergies should be achieved in an inclusive 
and transparent manner that respects the differences in the 
membership and mandates of the different instruments in question. 
 

• On the actions required to build stronger bridges between the three 
pillars of sustainable development, I’ll focus on the international level. 
Strengthening inter-agency coordination is a must. A clear 
distribution of work between the different instruments and 
coordination bodies might help as well to avoid unnecessary and 
unproductive turf battles, provided there is enough flexibility to allow 
for the participation of all relevant institutions and organizations (or 
what would be called all institutional stakeholders). 

• Changing names or institutional architectures might not necessarily 
be very effective. We have to realize that the same countries sit in the 
different organizations that address sustainable development. Change 
is not going to happen unless the same countries and representatives 
display a strengthened political will that is action oriented. 
 

• In short, we expect the following from the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development: 

o Addressing the current imbalance at the global economic 
governance level. 

o Restoring the institutional balance between the three pillars. 
o Strengthening implementation on all three pillars. 
o Providing a strong and predictable financial basis for action. 
o Developing an empowering / supportive approach towards 

developing countries, and an effective compliance / 



enforcement approach towards developed countries; that 
corresponds to the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities. 

 
• To conclude, I would like to stress that the institutional reform should 

help developing countries achieve the goals of sustainable 
development, by ensuring access to new and additional financial and 
technological resources. It should not lead by any means to new and 
additional burdens on developing countries. 
 

• Thank you for your attention. 
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African heads of state have stressed the need for a common voice on 
sustainable development in the run-up to next year's major Rio+20 conference. 

Heads of state and government ministers from 53 states were among 130 
participants at a roundtable event held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea during the 
African Union Summit of Heads of States and Governments, which ended on 1 
July. 

Organised by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the African Union 
Commission, the UN Economic Commission for Africa and the African 
Development Bank, the roundtable event aimed to provide a platform of high 
level dialogue for African states to reflect on the continent's preparations for next 
year's UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20). 

It served as a platform for the sharing of ideas, suggestions and 
recommendations which can contribute towards Africa's common strategy for 
Rio+20, according to a UNEP release. 

Entitled ‘Mobilising African Leadership for an Effective Regional Preparatory 
Process for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20)’, the event also included participants from UN agencies, regional 
economic commissions, the European Union and civil society groups. 



The two main themes of Rio+20 - the Green Economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication and the institutional framework 
for sustainable development - were the focus of discussions. 

“Africa is a region with perhaps the most to gain from a world-wide shift towards 
a Green Economy”, said UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive 
Director Achim Steiner, addressing participants at the roundtable. 

“Rio+20 could represent an evolution of sustainable development that recognizes 
and values Africa's assets in a way that reflects the economic, social and 
environmental realities of a world markedly different from Rio 1992. The 
challenge for Rio+20 is to accelerate and to scale all this up in a way that meets 
Africa's challenges, by unleashing its inordinate potential as a major force in a 
sustainable 21st century”, added Mr. Steiner. 

The round table was moderated by Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission and was officially opened by Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of 
the Republic of the Congo, with Jacob Zuma, President of the Republic of South 
Africa, and Jean Francois Bozize, President of the Central Africa Republic. 

President Zuma of South Africa used the roundtable event to announce the 
official launch of the South African Renewables Initiative (SARI), which aims to 
catalyze industrial and economic benefits through a scaling-up of renewable 
energy in the country. 

In closing the roundtable, moderator Jean Ping underlined the shared 
responsibilities of UN Economic Commission for Africa, the African Union 
Commission and African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) to 
coordinate the drafting of the common position on Rio+20. He also invited Kenya 
and South Africa to share their experiences in geothermal and in renewable 
energy with other countries. 
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Heads of state and government ministers from 53 states were among 130 
participants at a roundtable event held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea during the 
African Union Summit of Heads of States and Governments, which ended on 1 
July.  
 
Organised by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the African Union 
Commission, the UN Economic Commission for Africa and the African 
Development Bank, the roundtable event aimed to provide a platform of high 
level dialogue for African states to reflect on the continent's preparations for next 
year's UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20).  
 
The two main themes of Rio+20 - the Green Economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication and the institutional framework 
for sustainable development - were the focus of discussions.  
 
The round table was moderated by Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission and was officially opened by Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of 
the Republic of the Congo, with Jacob Zuma, President of the Republic of South 
Africa, and Jean Francois Bozize, President of the Central Africa Republic.  
 
President Zuma of South Africa used the roundtable event to announce the 



official launch of the South African Renewables Initiative (SARI), which aims to 
catalyze industrial and economic benefits through a scaling-up of renewable 
energy in the country.  
 
Source: THISDAY Live 
 
More information: http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/rio-20-african-leaders-
stress-importance-of-sustainable-devt/94612/ 

 

African heads of state stress importance of Rio+ 
20 for continent 
 
 
 

The African Union Summit of Heads of States and Governments is 
being held under the theme of 'Youth Empowerment for Sustainable 
Development' Photo: African Union 
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Malabo (Equatorial Guinea), 30 June 2011 - African heads of state 
have stressed the need for a common voice on sustainable 
development in the run-up to next year's major Rio+20 conference. 
Heads of state and government ministers from 53 states were among 
130 participants at a roundtable event held in Equitorial Guinea 
during the African Union Summit of Heads of States and 
Governments, which ends on 1 July. 
 



Organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the African 
Union Commission, the UN Economic Commission for Africa and the 
African Development Bank, the roundtable event aimed to provide a 
platform of high level dialogue for African states to reflect on the 
continent's preparations for next year's UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20). 
The roundtable served as a platform for the sharing of ideas, 
suggestions and recommendations which can contribute towards 
Africa's common strategy for Rio+20. 
Entitled "Mobilizing African Leadership for an Effective Regional 
Preparatory Process for the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20)", the event also included 
participants from UN agencies, regional economic commissions, the 
European Union and civil society groups. 
The two main themes of Rio+20 - the Green Economy in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication and the 
institutional framework for sustainable development - were the focus 
of discussions. 
"Africa is a region with perhaps the most to gain from a world-wide 
shift towards a Green Economy", said UN Under-Secretary-General 
and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner, addressing participants 
at the roundtable. 
"Rio+20 could represent an evolution of sustainable development that 
recognizes and values Africa's assets in a way that reflects the 
economic, social and environmental realities of a world markedly 
different from Rio 1992. The challenge for Rio+20 is to accelerate and 
to scale all this up in a way that meets Africa's challenges, by 
unleashing its inordinate potential as a major force in a sustainable 
21st century", added Mr Steiner. 
The round table was moderated by Jean Ping, Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission and was officially opened by Denis 
Sassou Nguesso, President of the Republic of the Congo, with Jacob 
Zuma, President of the Republic of South Africa, and Jean Francois 
Bozize, President of the Central Africa Republic. 
President Zuma of South Africa used the roundtable event to 
announce the official launch of the South African Renewables 
Initiative (SARI), which aims to catalyze industrial and economic 
benefits through a scaling-up of renewable energy in the country. 



In closing the roundtable, moderator Jean Ping underlined the shared 
responsibilities of UN Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Union Commission and African Ministerial Conference on the 
Environment (AMCEN) to coordinate the drafting of the common 
position on Rio+20. He also invited Kenya and South Africa to share 
their experiences in geothermal and in renewable energy with other 
countries. 
The discussions from the roundtable will be reflected in a decision on 
Rio +20, to be taken by African heads of state on the final day of the 
summit on 1 July 2011. 
 
 

 

  

  

17th AU Summit / Africa Regional Preparatory Meeting for 
Rio+20 held in Malabo 

  

MALABO, Equatorial Guinea, July 5, 2011/African Press 
Organization (APO)/ — The African Union Commission, United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the UN Environment 
programme and the African Development Bank met on 29 June in 
a round table high level dialogue on preparations for, and 
expectations from Rio+20 and beyond. The dialogue, held on the 
sidelines of the 17th Ordinary Session of the Summit of the 
African Union, was an opportunity for African political leaders and 
decision makers to reflect on, and provide guidance on the 
continent’s preparations for the conference. 



  

Specifically, the dialogue aimed to: 

Mobilise African political leadership and ownership of the regional 
preparations towards Rio +20 

Deliberate on Africa’s sustainable development challenges, 
opportunities, concerns and priorities: 

Secure political guidance on the preparation of Africa’s consensus 
statement for Rio+20 

  

Rio+20 is the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, which is to be held in Brazil in June 2012, 20 years 
after the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development was 
adopted. The Declaration had a global plan of action (Agenda 21) 
meant to ensure sustainable development through integration of 
environment and development issues. 

  

However a five year review conducted in 1997 reported that little 
progress had been made in implementing Agenda 21. Rio+20 will 
therefore focus on two themes: i.e. a green economy in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication: and the 
institutional framework for sustainable development. 

  



Attending the meeting were Mr Abdoulie Janne- the Executive 
Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa, Mr Achim 
Steiner- the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
programme; Mr Donald Kaberuka- the President of the African 
National Bank; Mr Jacob Zuma- the President of South Africa; Mr 
Denis Sassou Nguesso- the President of the Republic of Congo; 
Mrs Rhoda Peace Tumissiime- AUC Commissioner for Rural 
Economy and Agriculture: Mr Jean Pierre Ezin- the AUC 
Commissioner for Human Resources Science and Technology, 
political leaders and decision makers. The round table was 
moderated by Mr Jean Ping, the Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission, who also delivered introductory remarks. 

  

SOURCE  

African Union Commission (AUC) 
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Les chefs d’Etats de l’Afrique veulent adopter une position commune pour Rio+20 

 
Les Chefs d’Etats Africains, réunis en table ronde la semaine dernière, ont 
souhaité adopter une position commune pour représenter l’Afrique lors de la 
prochaine Conférence des Nations Unies sur le Développement Durable, 
baptisée Rio+20. 
 
Les chefs d’Etat africains ont souligné le besoin de s'accorder sur une 
position commune sur le développement durable dans la préparation 
de la conférence majeure des Nations Unies qui aura lieu l’an prochain 
à Rio de Janeiro au Brésil, d'après un communiqué du Programme des 
Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE). 



  
Les chefs d’Etat et les ministres des gouvernements de 53 Etats 
figurent au nombre des 130 participants à une table ronde organisée 
en Guinée Equatoriale pendant le Sommet de l’Union Africaine des 
Chefs d’Etat et des Gouvernements, qui prend fin le 1er Juillet. 
  
 
Publicité 
  Service paie en AfriqueLes experts s'occupent de ma paie en 

Afrique popay.net  
 
 
  
Oragnisée par le PNUE, la Commission de l’Union Africaine, la 
Commission Economique des Nations Unies pour l’Afrique, et la Banque 
de Développement Africaine, cette table ronde avait pour but de 
fournir une plateforme de dialogue de haut niveau pour les Etats 
Africains dans le but de préparer le continent à la Conférence des 
Nations Unies sur le Développement Durable, surnommée Rio+20, qui 
aura lieu l’an prochain. 
  

 

L’Afrique est une région 
qui a peut-être le plus à 
gagner d’une transition 
mondiale vers une 
Economie Verte  

  
La table ronde a servi de forum pour le partage d’idées, pour les 
suggestions et les recommandations, qui pourront contribuer à 
élaborer une stratégie commune pour l’Afrique dans la perspective de 
Rio+20, d’après un communiqué du PNUE. 
  
Baptisée « Mobiliser le Leadership Africain pour un Processus 
Préparatoire Régional Efficace pour la Conférence des Nations Unies 
sur le Développement Durable (Rio+20) », l’évènement réunissait 
également des délégués d’agences des Nations Unies, des commissions 
économiques régionales, de l’Union Européenne et de groupes de la 
société civile. 
  



Les deux principaux thèmes de discussion de la conférence Rio +20 –à 
savoir l’Economie Verte dans le contexte de développement durable et 
d’éradication de la pauvreté et le cadre institutionnel du 
développement durable – étaient au centre des discussions. 
  
« L’Afrique est une région qui a peut-être le plus à gagner d’une 
transition mondiale vers une Economie Verte » a déclaré le sous-
secrétaire général des Nations Unies et Directeur Exécutif du PNUE, 
Achim Steiner, en s’adressant aux participants. 
  
« Rio +20 pourrait représenter une évolution du développement 
durable qui reconnaisse et accorde une valeur aux atouts de l’Afrique 
de façon à refléter les réalités économiques, sociales et 
environnementales d’un monde fortement différent de celui de Rio 
1992 [le premier Sommet de la Terre]. Le défi pour Rio+20 est 
d’accélérer et d’augmenter l’échelle de tout cela de façon à répondre 
aux défis de l’Afrique, en libérant son potentiel démesuré comme une 
force majeure dans un 21ème siècle durable » a ajouté Achim Steiner. 
  
La table ronde était animée par Jean Ping, Président de la Commission 
de l’Union Africaine, et a été inaugurée officiellement par Denis Sassou 
Nguesso, Président de la République du Congo, ainsi que par Jacob 
Zuma, Président de la République d’Afrique du Sud, et Jean François 
Bozize, Président de la République Centrafricaine. 
  
Le Président d’Afrique du Sud a profité de cet évènement pour 
annoncer le lancement officiel de l’Initiative Renouvelables d’Afrique du 
Sud, qui vise à catalyser les bénéfices économiques et industriels au 
moyen d’une croissance de l’énergie renouvelable dans le pays. 
  
En clôturant l’évènement, Jean Ping a souligné les responsabilités 
partagées de la Commission Economique des Nations Unies pour 
l’Afrique, la Commission de l’Union Africaine et la Conférence 
Ministérielle Africaine sur l’Environnement pour coordonner  
l’élaboration d’une position commune du continent pour Rio+20. Il a 
également invité le Kenya et l’Afrique du Sud à partager leur 
expérience en matière de géothermie et d’autres énergies 
renouvelables avec d’autres pays. 
 
!



Conférence Rio+20: l'Union africaine résolue à peser sur 
les décisions du sommet de 2012 
(Xinhuanet 30/06/2011) 
 
 
Un mini-sommet des dirigeants de l' Union africaine (UA) tenu 
mercredi à Malabo en Guinée équatoriale en présence des chefs 
d'Etat d'Afrique du Sud Jacob Zuma, du Congo- Brazzaville Denis 
Sassou Nguesso et de Centrafrique François Bozizé a annoncé la 
volonté du continent de peser de son poids sur les décisions de la 
conférence "Rio+20" en juin 2012.  Vingt ans après le sommet 
mondial sur la terre en 1992 à Rio de Janeiro au Brésil, les pays 
membres de l'Organisation des Nations Unies (Onu) se réuniront 
l'année prochaine pour commémorer cet important rendez-vous 
avec une réflexion axée sur "l'économie verte dans un contexte 
d'éradication de la pauvreté et du développement 
durable".  L'Afrique prépare l'événement en menant des 
initiatives visant à une position commune sur ses préoccupations, 
comme en 2009 lors du sommet mondial sur les changements 
climatiques à Copenhague au Danemark.  "La gouvernance 
mondiale qui se dessine aujourd'hui est inacceptable. Nous 
voyons deux ou trois pays monopoliser les décisions. Il n'y a pas 
de contrepoids. On a voulu ramener Rio+20 au Conseil de 
sécurité (de l'Onu), nous avons refusé cela. L' Afrique ne se 
laissera pas faire", a laissé entendre le président de la 
Commission de l'UA, Jean Ping.  Session de coordination de 
l'Onu, ateliers sur le commerce et l' environnement du 
développement durable, réunions d'experts et des ministres : ce 
sont autant d'actions entreprises par le continent pour son 
processus préparatoire régional concourant à une mobilisation 
pour un accord général au sommet de 2012, a indiqué le 
secrétaire exécutif de la Commission économique des Nations 
Unies pour l'Afrique, Abdoulie Janneh.  A la veille de l'ouverture 
du 17e sommet ordinaire des chefs d' Etat et de gouvernement 
de l'UA jeudi à Malabo, les présidents Zuma et Sassou Nguesso 
ont insisté sur les choix à faire, les stratégies et les technologies 
à adopter pour la promotion de l' économie verte en faveur du 
développement de l'Afrique et de l' émergence de son économie. 
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