
sE4all in africa: PowEring affordablE, rEliablE and 
sustainablE EnErgy
Access to sustainable energy is a necessary precondition to 
achieving many development goals that extend far beyond 
the energy sector. Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL), a 
global initiative launched in 2011 by UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon, aims to catalyze major new investments in the 
energy sector to achieve three objectives by 2030: ensuring 
universal access to modern energy services, doubling the 
global rate of improvement in energy effi ciency, and doubling 
the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix. 
Some 80 Governments from around the world have formally 
engaged with the initiative, including 42 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Businesses and investors have committed 
tens of billion dollars to-date. A multi-stakeholder Advisory Board, co-chaired by the United Nations Secretary-General 
and the World Bank President, provides overall guidance to the initiative.

Achieving the SE4ALL Initiative’s objectives will have special signifi cance for Sub-Saharan Africa, where around 600 
million people lack access to electricity and around 700 million still rely predominantly on solid fuels for cooking.  
Africa is at forefront of the implementation of the SE4ALL Initiative and the AfDB hosts the SE4ALL Africa Hub since 
May 2013 in partnership with the African Union Commission, the NEPAD planning and coordination agency and the 
United Nations Development Program.

a snaPshot of how thE africa rEgion farEs with rEsPEct to thE thrEE sE4all obJEctiVEs

accEss to modErn EnErgy sErVicEs 

•	 19 of the 20 countries with the lowest electricity access rates 
in the world are located in Sub-Saharan Africa1.

•	 Electrifi cation rate of 43% across Africa:  65% in urban areas 
and 28% in rural areas2.

•	 Sub-Saharan Africa would need the equivalent of an extra 
$19 billion per year above current levels to achieve universal 
electricity access by 20303.

EnErgy EfficiEncy 
•	 57% of African countries have a national energy effi ciency policy4.

•	 Average network losses in Africa in 2010 were at 22% almost unchanged from 20005.

Donald Kaberuka, President of the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) and Member of the 
SE4ALL Advisory Board

SE4ALL is truly a game changer for 
Africa.

 
The Sutsainable Energy for All 
(SE4ALL) Africa Hub
The SE4ALL Africa Hub’s Mission is to 
coordinate and facilitate the implementation 
of the SE4ALL Initiative on the African 
continent.  The Hub’s objective is to 
promote African ownership, inclusiveness 
and a comprehensive approach to the 
initiative’s implementation.

SUSTAINABLE

ENERGY FOR ALL

Energy powers opportunity. It transforms lives, economies and our planet.



EnErgy EfficiEncy: country focus
•	 Ghana with support from the Global Environment 

Facility (GEF) has introduced refrigerator efficiency 
measures, including rebates for new efficient systems 
and stopped the importation of used and inefficient 
refrigerators in 2008. Its initial target is to replace 50 
000 of the 2 million inefficient refrigerators estimated 
to be in use in the country6.

•	 South Africa’s demand side management measured 
reduced demand by 2,700 MW between 2005 and 
20117.

sharE of rEnEwablE EnErgy
•	 Africa’s renewable energy power potential is 

substantially larger than the current and projected 
power consumption of the continent8. 

•	 Africa has vast hydropower capacity, which can 
produce large-scale power at about one-third of the 
cost of thermal generation. Estimates indicate that 93 
percent of Africa’s economically feasible hydropower 
potential remains unused9.

•	 Up to 54% of Western African power supply could be 
based on renewables by 203010.

sharEfocus: EnErgy, womEn and hEalth
•	 World Health Organization (WHO) recently found that 

up to 58 percent of health care facilities in Sub-
Saharan African countries have no electricity at all11.

•	 50% of vaccines are ruined due to lack of refrigeration12.

•	 WHO estimates that indoor pollution from biomass 
cooking – a task usually carried out by women -- will 
soon be a bigger killer than malaria and HIV/AIDS combined13.

1 SE4ALL Global Tracking Framework
2 World Energy Outlook 2013, IEA
3 SE4ALL Global Tracking Framework
4 Africa-EU Energy Partnership Monitoring Report
5 Idem
6 http://www.energyguide.org.gh
7 Source: Energy Efficiency Market Report 2013, International Energy Agency
8 Africa’s Renewable Future: The path to sustainable growth, IRENA
9 Turning The Lights On Across Africa: An Action Agenda for Transformation, World Bank
10 Renewable energy in West Africa: status, experiences and trends. ECREEE
11 http://www.se4all.org/hio/energy-and-womens-health
12 http://www.one.org/us/2013/06/26/six-ways-energy-poverty-threatens-health-care-for-the-poorest
13 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs292/en

H.E. Mr. Hailemariam Desalegn,  Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia

Now that we have embarked on the task of 
formulating the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, we must make sure that energy 
remains at the core of the new global 
development framework.

H.E. Ms. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of  Liberia

My commitment to this task is guided 
by the knowledge that reliable energy 
access is a basic precondition for almost all 
aspects of modern life — from reliable and 
efficient lighting, heating, and cooking, to 
manufacturing, agriculture, transportation, 
telecommunications, and self-sustaining 
economic growth.

Dr. Kandeh K. Yumkella - Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General and CEO, Sustainable 
Energy for All

Energy issues are global issues. But, 
everywhere around the world, including 
in Africa, energy is a woman’s issue. It can 
mean the difference between safety and 
fear, freedom and servitude, and even life 
and death. The world must come together to 
end energy poverty and ensure the poor can 
manage their lives and thrive economically.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY IS POWERING     •  GROWTH  •  PROGRESS  •  FUTURES  •  OPPORTUNITY

www.se4all.org


