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SPEECH AT THE AMCOW MEETING AT THE 4TH AFRICAN WATER WEEK 

 

Mr. Chairman: 

 

 Your Excellency Hesham Kandil, President of AMCOW and Minister of Water 
Resources and Irrigation of Egypt 

 Your Excellency Members of AMCOW Executive Council   

 Distinguished AMCOW Members and Executive Secretary of AMCOW  

 Distinguished Representatives of AMCOW Partners  

 Dear Colleagues and Participants of the 4th African Water Week 

 

I would like to first thank AMCOW for associating the African Development Bank to 

this august celebration and also thank the Government of Egypt for the exceptional 

hospitality accorded to the Bank delegation. 

 

It is my great pleasure to make this brief statement on behalf of the African 

Development Bank, on the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of AMCOW. 

 

This is indeed a great milestone in a journey which started 10 years ago, and as we 

can see today, is paved with success. 

 

This 10th anniversary is a pivotal moment that also marks the beginning of another 

promising decade built on past achievements. 

 

And AMCOW has several to be proud of. 

 
Mr. Chairman: 

 

For one, AMCOW has been able to create cohesion between Africa’s main water 

sector stakeholders, bringing them together to address the continent’s water and 

sanitation challenges at the political, institutional and technical levels.  
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AMCOW has also provided a forum for charting a common course of action for 

Africa’s water development policy, strategy and plans through the Water Week series 

and World Water Forums. 

 

The African Development Bank has stood by AMCOW since the beginning and will 

continue to support the Council in its quest to provide leadership for the sustainable 

development of Africa’s water resources.  

 

As one of its key partners, the Bank has been closely involved in some important 

initiatives that have gained remarkable momentum, namely the Africa Water Week 

Series –hosting the first one in Tunis in 2008 - the AfricanSan movement – to 

provide a forum for sanitation technical experts to exchange lessons and identify 

approaches and technologies – and which has produced the AfricaSan 

conferences. 

 

But most importantly, these have led to the Sharm El-Sheikh Commitments for 

accelerating the achievement of water and sanitation goals in Africa - which is 

currently one of the most important frameworks to guide the development of the 

African water and sanitation sector.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The Bank fully understands the necessity to keeping the focus on the sector and on 

speeding up its development, given its known, significant socio-economic benefits.  

The water sector can directly help improve people’s lives and livelihoods.   
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Since 2002, the overall financing of water supply and sanitation operations by the 

Bank has increased both in number and in volume. The Bank’s water supply and 

sanitation sector investment has grown several folds since 2002, from less than US$ 

70 million per annum and is expected to reach over USD 1 billion per annum at the 

end of 2012. 

 

Adding to these efforts to accelerate the development of the sector, our two flagship 

water initiatives: the African Water Facility and the Rural Water Supply and 

Sanitation Initiative. 

 

The Bank has been supporting the African Water Facility - AMCOW’s first project - 

for the past 6 years. The AWF has come of age and has made steady progress 

towards achieving its objective of mobilizing resources for the water sector in Africa.  

 

To date, a total of 72 projects amounting to €89 million have been approved and are 

being implemented in 31 countries; and a total of 51 if we include transboundary 

projects.  

 

Furthermore, significant catalytic effects of AWF funding have been realised on 11 

completed projects, which have mobilised a total amount of 420 million Euros in 

investment funds from follow-on interventions – which represents about 40 times the 

value of these projects and brings its leveraging ratio from 1 to 20. 

 

The implementation of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative – also known 

as RWSSI is moving forward with 31 programs approved in 23 countries with for total 

USD 5.5 billion, of which 1.3 billion came from ADB/ADF resources, and USD 126 

million from the RWSSI Trust Fund.  
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The initiative was able to leverage about USD 2.3 billion from our development 

partners, and close to USD 2 billion from African Governments and stakeholder 

communities. 

 

By the end of 2011, over 45 million people had gained access to drinking water and 

nearly 30 million had improved sanitation as a result of the Initiative. 

 

I would also like to mention the Programme for Infrastructure Development in 

Africa also known as the PIDA jointly managed by the African Union Commission, 

the NEPAD Secretariat and the Bank, which has developed (1) a Strategic framework 

for the development of regional and continental water, (2) a transboundary water 

resources infrastructure investment program and (3) an implementation strategy and 

processes, including a Priority Action Plan. The PIDA Declaration and Report were 

adopted by the African Union Heads of States & Government during the AU summit 

held from 23rd to 30 January 2012 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Let us not forget the Agricultural Water Management in Africa or AgWA, an 

initiative supported by a wide range of stakeholders including  the Bank,  Given the 

niche for AgWA it is poised to become an ‘arm’ of AMCOW concerning issues related 

to AWM. 

 

 

Mr. Chairperson: 

Distinguished participants:  

While these numbers are encouraging, we have some more work ahead of us. Some 

African countries have made tremendous progress in achieving the MDG targets – 

some others face more challenges.  
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We must continue to work together, supporting each other, moving as one in the right 

direction, pulling up as we climb up, those that may be lagging behind.  We trust that 

AMCOW will continue to lead the way.  

 

Again, the African Development Bank salutes the African Ministers Council on Water 

on its laudable achievements over the last 10 years. The Bank will continue to 

standby and support the AMCOW in its quest to quench the thirst of Africans. 

 

Thank you. 


