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Issam Benkarim is blind.

And yet, he seeks to expand his small dairy business with the new 
cows he is planning to buy. It’s a dream which could have never 
come true without the recent arrival of fresh, clean water to his re-
mote farmhouse, thanks to an African Development Bank funded 
project.

Issam’s story is a perfect illustration of how concrete and palpable 
our water and sanitation projects can be.

It also shows the multiplying effect of our projects, which are de-
signed to create synergies and opportunities.

This book is about the impact of our projects on people, and how they are transforming lives. It is 
full of illustration, and testimony.

Based on true stories, this book describes some of  our efforts to  implement inclusive growth 
projects, a growth that creates opportunities for all.

This book is part of a four-part series, “For a Better Life”, which brings a vibrant and optimistic 
message on Africa’s prospects. From agriculture to human development, from water and sanitation 
to governance and financial and economic reforms, these books tell the stories of men and women 
who were able to take their destiny into their own hands.

These four areas — in which the African Development Bank’s active portfolio stands at about USD 
10 billion — play a crucial role in achieving its twin objectives of promoting inclusive growth and 
supporting the transition to green growth.

Good reading!

Aly Abou-Sabaa
Vice President

Agriculture, Water, Human Development, Governance and Natural Resources

Foreword
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Water is life.

Water is vital for human development. It is essential for the 

protection of the natural environment but also for green 

growth. Water is, beyond doubt, one of the most critical 

prerequisites for any kind of sustainable development.

The continent exploits less than 5% of its water resources 

and 340 million Africans have no access to safe drinking 

water. One million lives are lost each year because of water-

borne diseases. We have a moral obligation to remedy a 

situation that could get even worse as the African population 

is set to pass the 1.6 billion mark by 2030.

Faced with these challenges the African Development Bank is 

investing in sustainable infrastructure. We are also improving 

governance within the sector and boosting water-based 

partnerships. In doing so, we aim to make it possible to 

provide access to water and sanitation for all, including 

the most underprivileged and those hardest to reach in 

the most isolated areas.

Year after year, a greater awareness of the importance of 

water is emerging. This entails securing water resources, 

managing its distribution and protecting the environment. 

These are the issues the international community is receptive 

to and reflects a further call to action to sustain efforts to 

bring about a more modern mind-set and lasting positive 

results. We are convinced the issue of water and sanitation 

will remain a top priority for the continent in the decades 

ahead.

‘Water for a better life’ presents a series of stories and 

portraits of Africans whose lives have been transformed by 

the availability of clean drinking water, sanitation services 

and improved management practices.

From better health standards in Rwanda, to the improved 

viability of isolated areas in Morocco and Tunisia, to women’s 

agricultural entrepreneurship in Senegal, this collection of 

photographs captures inspirational moments of an Africa 

on the move, changing, and rising.

 

 

 

Mohammed El Azizi,

Director, Water and Sanitation Department, AfDB

PREFACE
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Tunisia would appear to have few problems when it comes to water distribution. All of the country’s 

city dwellers have access to water and the vast majority of the rural population are in a similar position.

Yet there remain dry pockets in some rural areas of Tunisia. 

Since 2012 a new $140 million drinking water distribution program has been in place. Part of the 

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI), this project aims to enhance access to drinking 

water in rural areas. 

Supporting one of Tunisia’s strategic priorities areas, the project is set to conclude in 2016. It is 

expected to provide access to water to more than 350,000 people and is being supported by the 

African Development Bank and the Government of Tunisia.
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IMPROVING LIFE FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES

Tunisia
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(Above) Marwa El Hazmi and (Right) an elderly relative. Mrs El 

Hazmi, a housewife and mother of three children, lives in Balace, 

a hamlet in the region of Mornag (Zaghouan Province). Her 

home is now connected to the mains supply which she says 

means she “can organise my day better.” And the two-hour 

journey on foot to fetch water from a public well is a thing of 

the past.

(Page left) The grandson of rural dwellers, in the region of Mornag 

(Zaghouan Province) looks determinedly at the camera. His 

family is one of more than 20 in the region who no longer have 

to trek for several hours to collect water from remote wells.
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A snapshot of farm implements used in the yard 

where Mornag (Zaghouan Province) locals keep 

sheep, goats and other livestock.

(Right) An old bedframe still serves some purpose 

as its ageing, rusty springs make a perfect barrier 

for these sheep who are waiting to be fed.

The water and sanitation project will also encourage 

rural populations not to abandon their homes 

and migrate to cities.



Balace, Mornag (Zaghouan Province): 

Mrs El Hazmi at her sink and (right) 

the fawcet that controls her water 

supply.

“Now I just need to turn on the tap,” 

she says, adding, “The water has 

made it easier to do the housework, 

but the best thing is that the children 

are cleaner now”.
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Remembering the old days? The weather-beaten face 

of this distinguished-looking rural dweller,  a sign maybe 

of spending a lifetime in the fields and farmyards of 

rural Tunisia.

16



Idyllic, green Tunisian countryside belies the fact 

some areas had no reliable sources of water 

within easy access. For farmers, this meant 

spending a considerable portion of their time 

fetching fresh supplies or having to pay someone 

else to do it for them.
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A colourfully-designed glass at the home of Balace hamlet resident Mrs El Hazmi.

Tunisian authorities had three goals in mind as the drinking water supply project got 

underway, the first to provide enough quality drinking water. The second to improve 

people’s quality of life through better sanitary conditions and the third to make the 

territory more attractive via economic development and job creation. Where the program 

has been implemented, these aims are being fulfilled.
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(Right) Water on tap and (above) reservoirs of water 

on the hillside in the regions of Mornag. 

Work connecting villages, farms and water tanks to 

a constant supply of drinking water in this western 

province was completed in 2014. 
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Ben Arous Province: Livestock breeder Issam Benkarim (left) is quite remarkable. 

After spending a few years working in Tunis, the capital, the 32 year old returned 

to his roots in the rural area of Ben Arous. Now he raises cattle and supplies 

milk to local dairies. 

And yet Issam is blind and needs to be helped by his ‘seeing eye’ a young 

friend of the family (pictured right, page 20). 

Issam’s determination to succeed has been boosted by the arrival of fresh, 

clean water to his remote farmhouse. 

Issam said that before he had to rely on his father to make the long shuttle 

from Tunis to bring him bottled mineral water to drink. Until he was connected 

to the mains in Spring 2014 he relied on rainwater for all other purposes “It 

was never very clean. It was tough, even just to have a shower,” he adds.
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Ben Arous Province: Issam’s assistant, his ‘seeing eye’ 

leads one of the three cows that Issam Benkarim, the 

blind livestock farmer, owns. 

Milk from the cows, which can now be regularly watered, 

will be sold and the money put aside for the new cows 

Issam is planning to purchase.
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Kef Province: Laying pipes in pre-dug trenches and installing 

relay systems to smallholder farms. Altogether the project will 

install 161 new clean water systems, and will provide water to 

99,000 inhabitants. Seven older systems will also be modernized 

for the benefit of some 29,000 inhabitants.
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Kef Province : Local farmers, including Lazhar Nasri (top right) gather at a 

communal water well to fetch water for their homes and their animals and crops.

Lazhar Nasri says he pushes his wheelbarrow two kilometres and back to his 

farm. “In winter when it rains, even that is almost impossible,” he says. 

He and several other local farmers are some of the 10% of the rural population 

of Tunisia that lack on-tap drinking water and proper sanitation facilities. 

By 2016, authorities in the country say everyone including Lazhar and his 

neighbours will be connected to the main water supply.
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Beast of burden (right) A heavily-burdened donkey is the ultimate 

multi-purpose farmer’s helper. The jaunty salute from this Kef 

Province smallholder does not disguise the fact that many in rural 

communities still have to struggle hard to make ends meet. The 

arrival of drinking water will make that struggle just a little easier.
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(Portrait, left) Entrepreneur Kamel Allagui’s brothers 

have all left home to seek their fortunes elsewhere. 

But he’s staking his future on the arrival of mains 

water in his native Kasserine province some 250 

kilometres from Tunis. 

He’s planning ahead saying, “…The idea is to provide 

tourists, and everybody that travels through this 

region, with a rest area. We want to open a butcher’s 

shop, a grocery store and then other things. We’ll 

see what comes up”.
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The mini-mall that Kamel Allagui is constructing alongside the 

main route into the region (right). Kamel’s investment in his home 

region is also providing employment. 

The province witnessed the first stirrings in what became known as 

the Arab Spring in 2011 and is now to undergo another transformation 

as water brings hope, jobs and income.

(Bottom right) Kasserine Province in full bloom in the late spring. 

The children running through the fields of this underprivileged 

region (Page 26) are probably unaware of the significance that 

a reliable supply of water will have. But they too will benefit and 

have the good fortune of not having experienced the days when 

cooking, washing and cleaning was dependent on fetching water 

from wells or sources a long way off.

And it is hoped a water supply will also encourage more entrepreneurs 

and locals like Kamel Allagui to stay and invest in Kasserine and 

help transform their region.
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Morocco’s recent economic development, which has seen a substantial growth in tourism and 

agriculture, has put additional pressure on the country’s water resources. Making the best use of 

resources in an ecological and sustainable manner was one of the key elements in a $1.4 billion 

program supported by the African Development Bank (AfDB). Across the country drinking water 

is now available to 15 million more people.
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Morocco
WATER, A PREREQUISITE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



(Left) Khouribga, in central Morocco. A sanitation team checks the drains downtown. 

The town grew up quickly around the phosphate industry. Due to a lack of proper 

planning and the strains of a growing population, the annual torrential rainfalls 

would cause flooding and serious problems of hygiene as garbage and sewage 

swept through the streets. Now, however, the town’s 200,000 citizens benefit from 

an efficient drainage and sewerage system regularly inspected and maintained 

by sanitation crews. 

(Right) Father of three Abderrahim Bemoukaiss, 54, has owned a car cleaning 

company for more than 20 years in Khouribga. His business involves the use 

of significant amounts of chlorine and water that in the past formed pools and 

inconvenienced neighbours. Now the water is recycled through the modern drainage 

system.
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Above, left, centre and right – Bejaâd, a small town in the foothills of the Atlas mountains that form the backbone of Morocco. Known 

as ‘The City of 1001 Saints’ because of its centres of theological study. The town is also a popular stopping off point with tourists who 

particularly prize its famous rugs, traditional crafts and historic buildings. Waters from the nearby mountains would add to the problem 

of flooding which until the recent construction of a modern drainage system would soak the narrow streets and houses in the town’s 

old Kasbah.
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(Bottom left and above) Steel mesh for reinforced concrete is being 

raised in a major new project that will see the construction of a 

sewage treatment plant between Rabat, the administrative capital 

of Morocco and Casablanca the economic capital, 86 kilometres 

further south. 

As both cities’ populations continue to grow and tourism increases 

apace, authorities agreed it was vital to ensure a steady and reliable 

water supply. Supported by the African Development Bank’s loans, 

the plant is expected to double the water capacity for both cities. 

(Top left) A construction official poses inside the mouth of one 

of the line of huge water pipes that will guarantee clean water 

continues to reach up to 8 million people in the heavily populated 

Rabat-Casablanca region.
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Khenifra, Middle Atlas region, treatment and desalination 

plant. River water is recycled through the plant providing 

250,000 of the province’s inhabitants with clean water for 

sanitation and consumption.
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(Left) M’Barek Hassani, aged 58, poses for the camera 

outside his farmhouse in the Middle Atlas mountain 

range. Married with three children, M’Barek has lived 

here for 20 years. He’s only been connected to fresh 

water mains since 2011 but says the improvements to 

family life and his business have been dramatic.
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(Left) M’Barek Hassani feeding his chicks at his farm in 

the Middle Atlas. 

(Main picture) A farmhand lugs another sack of grain feed 

for the apparently ever increasing number of chicks. At 

the last count they were 7,000.
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M’Barek Hassani’s chicken farm inhabitants also benefit from the 

supply of clean water. Their insatiable appetite is matched by their 

thirst and Mr. Hassani calculates they get through “up to 400 litres 

of water a day, rising to 2,000 litres a day when adults”. The water is 

helping business though and has allowed the farmer to modernise 

his facilities for the chickens.
39
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(Under and left) M’Barek Hassani checks on his cattle in 

the pastures outside his farm. 

His water is now just the turn of a tap away (right). Between 

his chicks and cows a plentiful supply of water is crucial. 

Up to 2011 there was only the not always reliable supply of 

well water. The dry season was naturally a difficult time to 

keep his animals watered. They, like the humans, sometimes 

had to be rationed.
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(Above and left) Domestic scenes in the Mekkaoui household 

in Khenifra. 

Just how vital water is at home is clearly illustrated, from 

rinsing out, to washing and cleaning up. The little girl in 

the photo in the middle is too young to have lived through 

the time when water was available for less than two hours 

a day and was unfit for drinking. She might however 

remember 2010, and the delighted faces at home as 

safe, clean water became available on tap 24/7 to the 

majority of homes in Khenifra.
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Khenifra, Middle Atlas Region; Treatment and desalination 

plant. 

Khenifra’s inhabitants had traditionally relied on water 

from the River Oum Er-Rbia around which the town 

was built. But the growth in population also meant a 

growth in waste and garbage, which led to considerable 

pollution of the river. Several species of fish disappeared 

and more seriously, humans started contracting new 

forms of disease. 

These problems were largely solved with the treatment 

and desalination plant, part of a $32 million project 

supported by the AfDB and managed by Office National 

de l’Eau potable (ONEP).



(Bottom left and page 47) Behind the scenes at the Khenifra 

treatment and desalination plant. Huge tubes are part of the 

process to help purify the often salty river water from a large 

catchment area downstream from the Atlas mountain range. 

(Above left and right) Technicians check samples, a daily 

but essential routine, to ensure the water is safe for human 

consumption. 

One Khenifra resident does not miss the old days, saying: 

“Today’s youngsters have no idea what we had to go through. 

There was no regular water and when there was it wasn’t 

good, it tasted of salt. Now we have the right quantity and 

quality of water.”
46
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Parts of the remote and hilly rural areas of Rwanda are finally able to enjoy the benefits of clean 

water and sanitation facilities after the completion of major infrastructure projects, providing dozens 

of villages and upwards of 400,000 inhabitants with mains water. 

The government of Rwanda and the African Development Bank helped support a multi-million dollar 

program as part of the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI). The concept went 

beyond just providing water and technical expertise, but also included community sensitisation for 

people previously without access to piped water supply. 

Among the results of clean water from standpipes, water pumps and improved sanitation are a 

significant drop in water-related diseases. Women and children are among the greatest beneficiaries, 

as the arrival of water closer to their doorsteps means an end to the centuries-old and back-breaking 

chore of fetching water from far afield.
48



FROM OVER THE HILLS 

Rwanda
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(Left) Buhande Primary School. Showing how it’s 

done. Washing hands after using the toilets. All 

children at the Buhande Primary School have been 

instructed on the importance of hygiene. 

(Below) Some of the latrines (background) have a 

system of recycling the waste and use it to fertilize 

the nearby gardens. 
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Break time at Buhande Primary School and both boys 

and girls enjoy a kick about on their playground. The 

improved hygiene conditions have led to fewer incidences 

of waterborne disease, increased school attendance 

and allowed girls to come to school even when they 

had their period. 51



(Above) Two small children peek out from behind a tree 

near their village of Rulindo. Until recently children like 

these had few or no sanitary facilities in their homes. 

Since July 2013, a new pumping station has provided 

water to 50,000 people in dozens of villages in the area. 

(Main photo) The women of Rulindo carrying goods in the 

traditional manner. New sources of fresh drinking water in 

the village now means women like these no longer have 

to walk for as long as two hours to fetch water.52



Women patients hang their washing out to 

dry near the Tumba Health Centre. The Health 

Centre has also recently been connected to a 

mains water supply for the first time, resulting in 

plenty of drinking water.  Also, less seriously ill 

patients can wash their clothes as they recover 

in the clinic.
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Clement Ngarambe, a senior nurse at the 

Tumba Health Centre, inspecting some of 

the improved latrines that now have plentiful 

water. The improved hygiene benefits not 

just the patients but also the staff.

Clement Ngarambe adds that receiving 

piped water means no longer having to 

fetch water from four kilometres away at a 

cost of 30 US cents a jerry can. That means 

savings of almost $700 a year, a very large 

sum for the small care centre.
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(Above) Tumba, about 40 kilometres from a new pumping 

station in the mountainous east of the country, has also seen 

improvements in the methods of collecting and preserving 

rainwater. Here a member of staff at the local health centre 

uses a new system of a small water tank, next to many toilets, 

to wash hands.

(Right) Muzanze, Eastern Rwanda. Widow, Saverema Myiramajigija, 

shown here next to the latrine that was built as part of the 

program. Part of the funding went towards providing private 

sanitation facilities from the mains supply for the most vulnerable. 

Saverema, who lost her husband in 2008, directly benefited 

and as a result says her life ‘has changed immeasurably.’ 

Whereas before she would have to fetch and laboriously carry 

all the water she and her four children needed to drink, cook 

and bathe, she now has time to dedicate herself to helping 

her children attain her dream of sending all of them into higher 

education.



(Left) A proud mother and new-born baby at the Tumba clinic. Health 

officials say improved sanitation as a result of clean water reduced 

child mortality among the new-born babies. In 2010, diseases related 

to water were the second most common, the officials say, adding 

that by 2013 and the arrival of freshly-pumped supplies, those 

diseases have dropped to 8th place. 

(Above) A staff meeting at the Tumba Health Centre. Senior nurse 

Clement Ngarambe hosts the regular morning meeting of medical 

support staff in his office. The small health centre is a vital part of 

not just helping people who are ill but also of educating the local 

communities when it comes to all forms of hygiene.56



(Above) Tumba Health Centre. Female outpatients wait for the medics. It’s at 

centres such as these that educators visit homes and help locals make the 

most of the new flow of water. Old habits die hard and in some cases trainers 

have to make sure people know how to use and clean a toilet and use soap 

on their bodies.

(Right) Muzanze ladies at the now improved sanitary facilities originally built 

in the village in 2003. One is leaning on a pile of volcanic rocks, typical of the 

region. Local ladies attend on-site awareness campaigns about sanitation. 

Educators targeted women mainly as they are the homemakers adding they 

are “more likely than the men to understand hygiene issues, being more 

implicated in protecting their family’s health.” 57



A colourfully-dressed group of locals gather at the Muhingo Pumping Station, which began providing the region with 

water in 2013. The station cost $2.8 million to build with funding provided by the government of Rwanda and the African 

Development Bank. Many see the Muhingo project as an example that can be implemented across Rwanda in areas 

lacking regular supplies of water.58



(Top Left) Villagers, many of whom are handicapped, stage a celebration dance at the Muhingo 

Plant, welcoming the new life that clean and regular supplies of water will bring them and the 

50,000 inhabitants of the region. Most had grown up with only river or well-water and had to 

be educated in how to use the water and sanitation facilities that now flow if not directly to their 

homes then at least to their villages.

(Top right) A supervisor checks the flow and distribution from inside the Muhingo Pumping Station. 

One of the difficulties that had to be overcome in the construction of the water system was having 

to dig down through volcanic rock to reach the water table, a remarkable feat of engineering.

(Left) Muhingo Pumping Station. This blind man is one of several handicapped locals who are 

celebrating the arrival of regular and clean water. He now no longer has to rely on others to fetch 

his water for him. He says relations had sometimes to spend up to three hours finding water, 

which was often dirty and caused illnesses. 59



(Left) A typical hillside in the Muhingo region. The volcanic soil is fertile 

and good for crops, yet the rock below is almost impenetrable, making 

the underground supply by pipe a major logistical challenge. 

(Above) Three generations gather for the camera in Bisate. Until very 

recently the women of the village had to risk more than exhaustion in 

walking through thick forest to fetch water. The women feared being 

attacked and raped. A social issue that is being tackled and incidences 

of which have now fallen significantly due to improved accessibility of 

water being supplied near homes.60



(Above) The cup that pleases. Sabine Nibere takes a sip of water at her friend and neighbour’s 

house in the village of Bisate. Freshly pumped water now reaches the village and the locals 

can fill a jerry can for less than 2 US cents.

(Above) Sabine Nibere collects water from the distribution 

centre in her village. Schoolgirl Sabine, aged 13, says she 

can now spend more time doing her homework and getting 

an education as opposed to trekking for miles to fetch 

water for her family, regardless of the risk, the terrain or 

the weather. 61



(Left) Rulindo, Eastern Rwanda. The village now has a public source 

of drinking water. The jerry cans are vital, but also need to be kept 

clean, something instructors visiting remote villages make a point 

of teaching. The village has also recently been joined to the regional 

electricity grid. 

The water fountain in Rulindo is part of the everyday chores of 

youngsters and women. Before the clean water arrived, fetching 

even filthy water could take a very long time, as resources were 

scarce. Locals say they often witnessed fights as people vied for 

what little water there was. 

(Right) Villagers, all of them women, attend adult education classes 

in hygiene in eastern Rwanda. They listen as an instructor tells 

them about using ash in latrines to prevent insects and unpleasant 

odours. Officials say 250 educators have criss-crossed the eastern 

part of the country visiting hundreds of schools and homes.
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Less than a decade ago, only 60% of the population had access to drinking water in rural areas. 

Hundreds of thousands of women had to walk several kilometres each day to find water, which was 

often of poor quality.

Supported by the African Development Bank to the tune of $115 million, Senegal’s ‘Rural Drinking 

Water and Sanitation Program’ continues to have a positive impact on the daily lives of the local 

populations. This program is part of the pan-African Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative 

(RWSSI) that aims to improve the living conditions of rural populations in Africa.
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WATER FOR ALL

Senegal
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A water tower in Thiamene, Louga Province. 

The tower was constructed with help from 

the African Development Bank. 

Many of the inhabitants of the rural community 

here remember the days when there were 

just three bore holes and 32 wells to serve 

15,000 people scattered amongst 54 

villages in addition to large herds of cattle 

and smaller livestock. 

The water shortage obviously had a negative 

affect on the local economy and education 

and many farmers left the region and headed 

for Senegal’s cities.
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Members of Alassane Niang’s 18-member family take 

advantage of the recently-installed latrines at their 

home in this rural province of northern Senegal. Before 

sanitation reached their village homes, men, women 

and children had to trek several hundred meters into 

the bush at night as well as day. The process was 

not only very unhygienic but also dangerous, as the 

area attracted wild dogs, vultures and rodents who 

carried disease and infection.
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Alassane Niang, who 

was pregnant when the 

photograph was taken, 

at her village home in 

Thiamene in Louga 

Province. Her family is 

among the 800,000 people 

in rural areas of Senegal 

that have benefitted from 

the African Development 

Bank and Senegal’s 

Rural Drinking Water and 

Sanitation Programme 

(PEPAM).
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A member of a woman’s 

cooperative watering her 

produce in the village of 

Sakal in Louga Province. 

Beneficiaries of PEPAM’s 

investment that goes beyond 

providing water but also, 

in this case, encouraging 

women to set up business 

for themselves and the ‘Great 

Green Wall’ pan-African 

project some associations 

number up to 200 women. 

While some cooperatives 

existed before the mains 

water arrived, they were 

generally small and provided 

very little additional income as 

women found themselves still 

tied to the time-consuming 

chore of fetching water from 

the nearest source, often 

quite distant from their 

villages.
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A water tower at Ndiobene Mbatar, Louga Province. The tower 

is supervised by the ASUFOR or ‘Users Association’ which in the 

words of one of its managers “helps strengthen water management 

in rural areas which helps awareness and the capacity building 

component of those involved, especially women”.

It also, of course, provides for a regular flow of water to 32 villages 

and agriculture in the district either through public standpipes or 

mains supply direct to people’s homes.

(Right page) Village children, probably given time off from school 

classes, gather at a public water tap for the photographer. A reliable 

and, more importantly, safe source of drinking water within a few 

metres of home is a welcome improvement. Officials estimate 

that water on tap reduces the time spent fetching water in most 

households by up to 70%.
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A multitude of colours at the public 

water source supported by the 

AfDB. The Senegalese government 

has launched the next phase of the 

water and sanitation project that 

aims to make such scenes ever 

more commonplace. The latest 

phase will aim to provide drinking 

water to more than 82% of the 

population by the end of 2015 - a 

goal most experts say should be 

achievable given the progress and 

speed of earlier phases.
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(Above) Mrs. Yacine Diop at the front of a queue to pay her water bills, Ndiobene Mbatar, 

Louga Province. A mother of two, Yacine recalls that until the water tower was built four 

years ago, she and her children had to leave the village early to fetch water. “When I got 

to the well”, she says, “I had to wait for hours to collect only a little water. The water from 

the bore hole is much better, It’s clearer and there is no more diarrhea or illnesses related 

to water”.

(Right) Mrs. Yacine Diop shows off her water bill. The collection of water rates and the 

maintenance of the boreholes, pumps and standpipes is the responsibility of the User’s 

Association, whose president in the village of Ndiobene Mbatar is Mr. Dame Diop (top right). 

Diop says his association has a committee of nine members of whom three are women. He 

adds, “At the end of the month we pay off the driver and other employees, we buy diesel 

and the rest of the money is deposited”…and used for the maintenance of the standpipes 

and pumps crucial to water distribution.



The old way of collecting water is still prevalent in many parts of rural Senegal. 

Women and young girls at Samine near the border with Gambia gather late 

afternoon at a public well to collect water. Officials estimate that water on tap 

reduces the time spent fetching water in the most households by up to 70%.
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Water well at Samine, central Senegal. 

Supported by the AfDB, the Senegalese government has 

launched the next phase of the water and sanitation project 

that aims to make such scenes a thing of the past. The latest 

phase will aim to provide drinking water to more than 82% 

of the population by the end of 2015 – a goal most experts 

say should be achievable given the progress and speed of 

earlier phases.
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