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What is the VfM programme? 
 

The VfM programme is short for “Value for Money, Accountability and Sustainability in the 

Social sectors in Africa”. It provides training and awareness raising programs for the various 

stakeholders involved in the social sectors (health, education, other social services) in Africa – both 

domestic – on the continent – and outside. 

It is composed of a small team housed within the African Development Bank (AfDB)’s Human 

Development department, which deals with Education, Skills and Technology, Voice and 

Accountability, Health, Inclusive Financial and Social Systems, Safety nets and other Social Protection 

and Poverty reduction programs.  

It was conceived at – and got its name from – the “Tunis Declaration on Value for Money, 

Sustainability and Accountability in the Health Sector”, signed by African Ministers of Finance and 

Health gathered in the Tunisian capital in 2012. 

In 2013, a multi-donor trust fund (see press release) was set up to fund its activities, with initial 

contributions from Norway’s aid agency NORAD and the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 

Immunization (GAVI).  

What does it do? 

It provides support to African stakeholders to ensure that public spending in the social sectors (Health, 

Education and other Social services) in Africa has the most impact and generates the best results 

possible. Indeed, resources – both foreign aid and domestic resources – devoted to the social sectors 

have risen steadily, but outcomes have not improved comparably. The VfM programme responds to 

this primarily through organizing awareness-building, sensitization, capacity building and 

educational/training events for the key stakeholders concerned by these issues, such as senior 

government officials, parliamentarians, practitioners and civil society organizations.  

It builds on the experience of successful projects focused on equitable and accountable service 

delivery as well as the expertise and latest knowledge in its field. VfM’s major objectives are support 

for reaching the MDGs (Millennium Development Goals) and beyond, and meet the growing demand 

in this area of social services on the continent, as reflected in the AfDB’s Human Capital Strategy 

2014-2018 (adopted 28 May 2014). 

What has it achieved to date? 

The AfDB has to date organized four major events to raise awareness and advance the goals of 

“value for money, accountability and sustainability in the social sectors in Africa” – in Hammamet 

(Tunisia) in March 2013, in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) in November 2013, and at Harvard University in 

Boston (USA) in April 2013 and 2014.  

It is currently supporting countries in conducting studies that generate critical information to serve 

practitioners, decision-makers and other stakeholders in achieving the goals of better value for money, 

accountability and sustainability in the social sectors in Africa. 
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