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Sanitation Situation in Africa 

 

 About 586 million people in Africa lack access to safe 

sanitation; 

 70% in Sub-Saharan Africa lacks access to improved  

sanitation;   

 In rural area 76% do not have access to adequate      

sanitation; 

 Open defecation is the most prominent type of          

sanitation facilities in rural area; 

 It is estimated that 1 million Africans die every year 

from sanitation, hygiene and drinking-water related 

diseases. 

  

AfDB’s Commitment to Sanitation in 

Africa 

 
Aligning with the 2008 eThekwini Declaration, the Bank 

is committed to supporting  its member countries’ 

efforts to deliver adequate sanitation services  to mil-

lions of  Africans.  

 

From 2003-2010, AfDB has financed 31 urban and 28  

rural water and sanitation supply projects, in 36 coun-

tries, with plans to continue increasing  investment in 

the sector to accelerate access to sanitation. 

 

 

 Financial Contribution - 2003-2010  

 

 Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI) 

RWSSI is designed to help provide access to sustainable water supply and sanitation services to 271 and 295 million people 
in rural Africa, respectively, to reach a target of 80 percent coverage by 2015.  This target has been designed to be reached 
in stages, with 50 percent access during Phase 1 (2004-2007), 66 percent during Phase 2 (2008-2010) and 80 percent during 
Phase 3 (2011-2015). 

28 RWSS programs in 22 African countries have been approved, of which 16 have started to deliver water and provide     
sanitation services.  The additional people served with access to sanitation through the RWSS program rose to 20.09 million 
people in 2010. 

In 10 RWSSI countries about 34,000 Water, Sanitation and Hygienic Education Committees have been established and by the 
end of 2009, over 26,000 of them had received training in hygiene and health education, management of water points, gen-
der issues, among others. In some programs, women constitute the higher proportion of the people who received training. 

 Total  WSS financing 2003-2010 : USD 4.8 billion  

To which AfDB contributed USD 3.2 billion 

Governments USD 0.6 billion, and  

other donors USD 1.0 billion  

Of the total USD 4.8 billion USD 1.1 billion, or 23%  was  
investment for sanitation: 

USD 1.0 billion was for urban sanitation, and  

USD 0.1 billion was for rural sanitation 

African Development Bank 

 



AWF 

Waste water stabilization pond – Kumasi 

 
Project Samples 

 

The African Development Bank 

Financing Sanitation—2011 

EGYPT: Gabal El-Asfar Wastewater Treatment Project: 2010-2014:  The project con-
sists of the expansion of the Gabal El-Asfar Wastewater Treatment Plant, which has a 
catchment area covering almost the entire middle and lower parts of Cairo East.  The 
main project output will be an extension of 500,000 m3/d primary, secondary and ter-
tiary wastewater treatment to the existing GAWWT plant at a cost estimated at USD 
339 million of which AfDB is financing USD 78 million, or 23% of the total project cost.  
The project will have a direct impact on the environment through enhanced effluent 
quality which will improve the water quality of Lake Manzala, the groundwater recharge 
and eventually the Mediterranean Sea and the tourist beaches.  Also the treated water 
will be re-used for agriculture and fishing which is a major source of income for those 
living along the lake shores.  Reduction of pollution in the Mediterranean Sea, the even-
tual destination of the effluent, will also impact tourism in the country by providing a 
cleaner environment.  The project will contribute to increasing coverage of improved 
sanitation and provide a cleaner environment for the nearly  8 million people living 
in Cairo East.    

GHANA - Accra Sewerage Improvement Project: 2006– 2011: The project consists of 
the construction of sewage treatment plants, with a capacity of 12,358m3 per day, 
the rehabilitation of a 63 km sewerage network, 147 public toilets and 37 septage 
reception tanks, staff training, institutional strengthening of Accra Metropolitan As-
sembly, and supply of sewer maintenance equipment. The total cost of the project, 
is USD 83 million, of which AfDB is financing USD 74 million, or 89%.  The project aims at addressing severe environmental 
problems in a part of Accra that covers 200 km2 where a population of 1.66 million lives. 

MAURITIUS - Plaines Wilhems Sewerage Project: 2007-2011: The project comprises the construction of a sewage treat-
ment plant at St. Martin; the construction of a trunk sewer, of a sewer reticulation system and house connections. The spe-
cific objective of the project is to render environmentally appropriate collection and disposal of sewerage and sludge from 
the Plaines Wilhems District, thereby protecting the groundwater, the oceanic environment and the tourist beaches. The 
total cost of the project is estimated at USD 212 million, of which AfDB is financing an amount of USD 22 million, or 10% of 
the total project cost. The project intends to enhance economic growth, reduce health risks, coastal pollution and water-
borne diseases and increase household connectivity to the sewerage network. It is estimated that 233,000 people in Plaines 
Wilhems district will benefit from the entire project. 

UGANDA - Kampala Sanitation Program, PHASE 1: 2008-2013: The program’s main components are the rehabilitation of the 
existing sewer network and essential extensions, construction of 53,000 m3/d waste water treatment capacity, and 500 m3/d 
sludge treatment facilities, as well as the promotion of sanitation and hygiene education and institutional support to im-
prove the management of sanitation services.  The objective of Kampala Sanitation Program Phase I is to improve the living 
conditions for the population estimated at 1.4 million in the City of Kampala, through access to better sanitation and by 
protection of the environment.   

TANZANIA:  The Dar es Salaam Water Supply and Sanitation Project: 2001-2010:   The AfDB financed USD 33.6 million into 
the rehabilitation and extension of the primary water distribution network, the sewerage system (pumping stations, sewer 
lines and the sea outfall), parts of the secondary and tertiary water distribution network and parts of the community water 
supply and sanitation program.   The program provided reliable, affordable and sustainable water supply services and im-
proved sewerage and sanitation in Dar es Salaam city. The ultimate beneficiaries of the project are the 2.5 – 3 million resi-
dents of Dar es Salaam, and an estimated 50% more who commute into the city.  Only 10% of the town is sewered, 30% 
relies on septic tanks, and the balance has pit-latrines.  

ZAMBIA: Nkana Water and Sanitation Project: 4: 2008 – 2011: The objective of the project is to improve water supply and 
sanitation services delivery by increasing access, quality and sustainability of these services in Kitwe, Kalulushi and Cham-
bishi towns, and their surrounding areas. It also includes the promotion and support of sanitation and hygiene especially for 
the urban poor.  The total cost of the project is estimated at USD 63 million, with ADF financing USD 57 million, or 90% of 
the total project cost.  The project is expected to reach a population estimated at 474,000. 
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Repairing the cradles of the old sea outfall - Tanzania 

Plaines Wilhems Sewerage Project 


