
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 (Individual Consultant) 

 
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI) 

Water and Sanitation Department (OWAS) 
 

African Development Bank (AfDB) 
 
 

RWSSI Communication Consultant  
 
 

The African Development Bank hereby invites individual consultants to indicate their 
interest for the implementation of a communication programme that will increase 
awareness and understanding of the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative 
(RWSSI) through strategic activities designed to communicate RWSSI’s progress, 
achievements, results and impacts to its main stakeholders, that is, RWSSI partners, 
donors and the general public.  

The RWSSI was launched by the AfDB in 2003 as a focused regional response to the 
rural water supply and sanitation subsector to help African governments meet the 
targets of the African Water Vision and the MDGs. The objective of RWSSI is to 
reduce poverty by accelerating access to improved rural water supply and sanitation 
facilities from a baseline of 47% and 44% respectively in 2000 to 80% by 2015 and 
100% by 2025, in a sustainable manner. 

By 31st December 2014, the Bank has approved 49 rural water supply and sanitation 
projects and programs in 33 countries, that in collaboration with other development 
partners have contributed to access to drinking water for about 107 million people 
and to improved sanitation for about 72 million people.  

To meet the MDG targets and the future Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) from 
2016 onwards, significant additional efforts and financial resources from Regional 
Member Countries (RMC) governments and donors need to be mobilized for the rural 
water and sanitation sector in Africa. 

Enhanced communication is expected to bring more attention and visibility to the 
issue of the underserved people living in rural Africa for greater and targeted 
resources mobilization; and will also provide tools and approaches for improved 
generation and dissemination of knowledge products and best practices on rural 
water supply and sanitation towards more effective and sustainable services delivery. 

The consultant will be reporting to the Focal Point of RWSSI and will coordinate with 
the Bank’s Water and Sanitation Department (OWAS and AWF), the Communication 
and External Relations Department of the Bank (CERD) and the Bank’s Sector 
Operations II Complex (OSVP).  

 

The services to be provided under the assignment include:  

Communications Support: The Consultant will provide communications support to 
the RWSSI Secretariat and Task Managers, delivering talking points, speeches and 
assisting with the preparation and/or review of presentations destined to an external 



audience. The Consultant will also help secure media, communications trainings as 
needed. The Consultant will assist with media interviews. 

Websites: In coordination with AfDB’s External Relations Communications Unit 

(CERD) the Consultant will be responsible for writing and editing content for the 

AfDB’s overall website, for the Bank’s internal electronic newsletter and the RWSSI 

webpage hosted on the AfDB website http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-

sectors/initiatives-partnerships/rural-water-supply-sanitation-initiative/. The consultant 

will also contribute to the RWSSI online community which is hosted by the DG-Group 

platform: https://dgroups.org/rwsn/rwssi   

Publications: The Consultant will provide editorial support for the production and/or 

update of a wide range of publications (reports, fact sheets, leaflets, brochures, 

country briefs, etc.) and will ensure their quality, printing and dissemination. 

Responsibilities will include writing, editing, content management and proof reading 

(French & English). Drafting forewords and acknowledgements for reports may 

occasionally be needed. In collaboration with CERD, the Consultant will manage the 

various steps of the process leading to their final publication, from design to print.  

This involves reviewing format and layout to ensure that the manuscripts are print 

ready, and arranging for printing and publications in various formats (hardcopy, CD, 

flash disk, etc.) as needed.  

Media Relations: Coordinating with CERD Media Relations’ team, the Consultant 

will manage media relations to ensure coverage of project approvals and signings.  

Generally, the Consultant will be asked to invite media to signing ceremonies, draft 

press releases and project briefs, respond to media enquiries, facilitate media 

interviews and monitor media coverage. 

Events: The Consultant will help design, manage and roll out thematic events such 

as, but not limited to, seminars, meetings, roundtables, and participation to 

conferences and the AfDB Annual Meetings. This also involves branding these 

events and, coordinating with CERD, communicating the nature of RWSSI 

involvement to these events and their outcomes. This may also include the 

preparation of documentation such as Concept Notes, meeting documents, articles 

etc., as needed by RWSSI.  

Stakeholder Relations: The consultant will help build and manage relations with 

RWSSI stakeholders, i.e. the African Minister’s Council on Water (AMCOW) 

secretariat, water and sanitation sector institutions in Regional Member Countries 

(RMC), donor representatives, non-governmental organisations in both RMC and 

non-RMC as well as civil society organisations. Important RWSSI stakeholders are 

represented in the RWSSI Forum, the RWSSI Coordination Committee and the Trust 

Fund Donor Steering Committee comprising of Burkina Faso, France, Italy, The 

Netherlands and Switzerland. The consultant will be responsible for managing public 

relations at stakeholder events from conception to implementation.   

 

http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/rural-water-supply-sanitation-initiative/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/rural-water-supply-sanitation-initiative/
https://dgroups.org/rwsn/rwssi
http://www.amcow-online.org/index.php?lang=en


The assignment will be undertaken by an individual Consultant who meets the 
following criteria:  

 Bachelors’ degree plus ten years of professional experience or a Master’s 
degree plus 8 years of professional experience in Communication, Journalism 
or Public Relations; 

 Proven capability and experience in crafting and implementing 
communication strategies with an eye toward results-based management;  

 Very strong editorial and communication skills in English and at least a good 
command of French; 

 Proficiency in standard software such as Word, Excel, Power Point and 
Outlook as well as Internet and Social Media; 

 Working experience within multicultural teams and international organisations 
or companies and  

 Knowledge of Africa and development issues 

 
 
For the EOI to be considered, the consultant needs to be registered in the AfDB 
DACON Consultant Database1. If you are newly registering yourself on the DACON 
Consultant Database please communicate the processing number after your DACON 
registration to the e-mail addresses below, so that successful registration can be 
confirmed.  
 
The Water and Sanitation Department invites Individual Consultants to indicate their 
interest in providing the above-described services. Interested Consultants shall 
provide a curriculum vitae in Europass format2 in either English or French language, 
detailing their qualifications and experience, demonstrating their ability to undertake 
this assignment. The Expression of Interest may also include reference to documents 
and outputs created during similar assignments as well as the consultants 
understanding of the assignment.  
 
The eligibility criteria, the establishment of a short list and the selection procedure 
shall be in conformity with the Bank’s Rules and Procedure for the Use of 
Consultants.  Please, note that interest expressed by a Consultant does not imply 
any obligation on the part of the Bank to include him/her in the shortlist.  
 
The estimated duration of services is 6 months and the estimated starting date is 
May 2015.  
 
A shortlist of three to six individual consultants will be established at the end of the 
request of expressions of interest. The consultants on the shortlist will be judged on 
the following criteria on the basis of their Expression of Interest: 
 

                                                           
1 http://dacon.afdb.org/dacon/ 
2 http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/documents/curriculum-vitae/templates-

instructions 

http://dacon.afdb.org/dacon/
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/documents/curriculum-vitae/templates-instructions
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/documents/curriculum-vitae/templates-instructions


Criteria: Weight: 

 Qualifications and adequacy for the assignment to be 
undertaken 

30% 

 Experience in the area of expertise of the assignment as shown 
in work samples and understanding of TOR 

50% 

 Experience with the Bank and/or international organisations 10% 

 Language proficiency (English and French) 5% 

 Knowledge of the African region as well as water and sanitation 
sector (assignment environment)   

5% 

     
Interested Individual Consultants may obtain the Terms of Reference as well as 
further information pertaining to the assignment from the two e-mail address below.  
 
Expressions of interest must be received by e-mail to the address below no later than 
22th April at 12pm local time (Abidjan - Ivory Coast) and specifically mentioning   - 
RWSSI Communication Consultant - in the subject line of the email. If you do not 
receive a confirmation email by 23th April 12pm, your EOI might have not been 
received and you are invited to contact us by email. 
 
 
Attn: Jochen Rudolph,  
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative Focal Point,  
Water and Sanitation Department (OWAS) 
 
E-mail: J.ELLO@AFDB.ORG and J.RUDOLPH@AFDB.ORG  

 

mailto:J.ELLO@AFDB.ORG
mailto:J.RUDOLPH@AFDB.ORG

