
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

(CONSULTING SERVICES) 
 

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

CCIA Avenue Jean Paul II – BP 1387 Abidjan 01, COTE D’IVOIRE 

 

 

1. The African Development Bank invites suitably qualified Individual Consultants to express their 

interest in the following assignment: African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Trade Expert.  

 

2. The goal of this assignment is to assist the African Union Mission to the USA in implementing a 

coherent strategy to secure renewal and reforms of AGOA legislation, while promoting more robust 

US-Africa trade and investment.     

 

3. The AGOA Trade Expert will be part of the NEPAD, Regional Integration and Trade Department, and 

based at the African Union Representation Mission to the United States of America in Washington 

D.C. The services to be provided under the assignment include but are not limited to the following: 

 

i. Support the African Union Mission and African Ambassadors Group’s Economic Development 

Committee and subcommittees on AGOA Implementation, Capacity Building, and Beyond 

AGOA to provide policy guidance and develop strategies for better implementing AGOA, 

promoting US-Africa trade, and developing a pathway forward for post-AGOA; 

 

ii. Develop and complete a firm survey with potential focus groups to pinpoint the gaps, barriers 

and needs related to AGOA utilization from the private sector side; 

 

iii. Develop and finalize a report based on the results of the previously completed Ministries of 

Trade survey and the above referenced private sector survey; 

 

iv. Design and coordinate a joint AfDB-AUC-USTR project focused on promoting AGOA exports 

in targeted regional value chains. The project will involve firm mapping and the development of 

a corresponding document for distribution; and coordination of an event, workshop and expo 

that will bring together African exporters, US buyers, and trade support institutions; 

 

v. Working with the African Union, African Embassies and US Government counterparts to 

develop and organize a trade capacity building training for African diplomatic officials; 

 

vi. Supporting the African Union and AGOA-eligible countries through their embassies for the 

upcoming AGOA Forum, and prepare the participation of the African Development Bank at the 

AGOA Forum to be held mid/late 2017; 

 

vii. Attending and utilizing events, forums, and conferences related to US-Africa trade, investment 

and intra-African trade and regional integration in order to promote knowledge sharing on the 

benefits and enhanced use of AGOA and to engage and connect with potential collaborators and 

relevant contacts. 

viii. Undertake any other assignments on AGOA as may be assigned by the Permanent 

Representative to the AU Mission to the USA or the Division Manager, ONRI.2 from time to 

time. 

 
I. Qualifications and Experience 

The successful consultant shall have the following qualifications:  

  

(i) Advanced degree in Economics, Law on International Relations, Investment or Finance, Business 

Administration, and/or related discipline. 

(ii) Minimum of five years of experience working on US-Africa trade relations, with a solid 

understanding of the AGOA legislation and renewal process. 



(iii) Solid understanding of the US government system, with a good network of contacts among public 

and private sector officials in Washington DC. 

(iv) Demonstrated ability to raise awareness within the private and public sector of the benefits, 

provisions and procedures of regional trade agreements.  

(v) Previous experience serving in an advisory capacity to high-level government officials on trade 

policy issues. 

(vi) Excellent writing and communication skills. 

(vii) Competent in the use of standard software applications (MS Word, Power Point, Excel) 

(viii) Able to work with minimum supervision 

(ix) Fluent in English  

(x) Be a national of one of the member countries of the Bank  

 

4. The NEPAD, Regional Integration and Trade Department (ONRI.2) invites Individual Consultants 

to indicate their interest in providing the above-described services. Interested Consultants shall 

provide information on their qualifications and experience demonstrating their ability to undertake 

this Assignment (CV, documents, experience in similar assignments, etc.) 

 

5. The eligibility criteria, the establishment of a short list and the selection procedure shall be in 

conformity with the Bank’s Rules and Procedure for the Use of Consultants under projects 

financed by the Bank Group, published in May 2008 Edition, and revised on July 2012, available on 

the Bank Website at http://www.afdb.org. Please, note that interest expressed by a Consultant does 

not imply any obligation on the part of the Bank to include him/her in the shortlist. 

 

6. The estimated duration of services is 12 months renewable, if required and the estimated starting 

date is 1 January 2017.   

 

 

7. The Consultant will be based in Washington D.C. and work under the overall guidance of the 

Permanent Representative of the AU Mission to the USA with quarterly reporting to the Manager, 

ONRI.2. 

 

8. Interested Individual Consultants may obtain further information at the address below during the 

Bank’s working hours: from 09:00 to 17:00 hours, Abidjan Local Time. 

 

9.  Expressions of interest must be received by written at the address below no later than Friday, 

December 16, 2017 at 17:00 hours, Abidjan local time and specifically mentioning “AGOA Trade 

Expert” 

 

For the attention of: Abou Fall 

  Senior Trade and Investment Officer (ONRI.2)  

African Development Bank Group  

  12ème  Etage, Immeuble  CCIA, Plateau 

  01 Boite Postale 1387 Abidjan 01 

  Côte d’Ivoire 

  Tel: +225 20 20 43 794 (office)  

Email: a.fall@afdb.org  

 

http://www.afdb.org/
mailto:a.fall@afdb.org


AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
NEPAD, REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND TRADE DEPARTMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR AGOA TRADE EXPERT 
JANUARY 2017 -   DECEMBER 2017 

 
 

1. Background 
 
The Bank Group’s Ten-Year Strategy (2013-2022) identifies Regional Integration as a core 
priority to realize Africa’s sustainable and inclusive growth. The Strategy seeks to increase 
the capability of the continent to benefit both from intra-African and international trade 
respectively, while enhancing Africa’s investment potential. Despite existing trade 
opportunities under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), eligible African 
countries have been unable to fully exploit market access to the United States. 
 
Further the Bank is scaling up implementation of its TYS with a focus on 5 priority areas, 
the Hi-5, which include Industrialize Africa and Integrate Africa. This consultancy aims to 
support ONRI’s and the Bank’s  work in fostering Africa’s economic integration, trade-led 
growth, trade diversification and participation in global value chains (and, by extension, 
industrialization) through enhanced utilization of AGOA.  
 
Objectives 
 
The objective of this assignment is to support the African Union Mission to the USA in 
implementing a coherent strategy to promote robust US-Africa trade and investment, and 
business-to-business linkages under AGOA. The AGOA expert consultant will be placed in 
Washington to work closely with the AU Mission, AGOA-eligible African Embassies, 
UNECA, USAID, and USTR in order to develop and implement a collaborative program 
with the objectives of: 

a) Enhancing the utilization of AGOA as a key program that works to promote 
industrialization, diversification, regional integration and trade-led economic growth 
on the continent, and;  

b) Addressing the recommendations for improving AGOA and determining a strategy 
for beyond AGOA at this critical juncture as listed by the Consultative Group of 
African Ministers of Trade at the 2016 AGOA Forum.  

 
Scope of work and responsibilities 
 
The scope of work shall include but will not be limited to the following key activities: 
 

a) Support the African Union Mission and African Ambassadors Group’s Economic 
Development Committee and subcommittees on AGOA Implementation, Capacity 
Building, and Beyond AGOA to provide policy guidance and develop strategies for 
better implementing AGOA, promoting US-Africa trade, and developing a pathway 
forward for post-AGOA; 

 
b) Develop and complete a firm survey with potential focus groups to pinpoint the 

gaps, barriers and needs related to AGOA utilization from the private sector side; 



 
c) Develop and finalize a report based on the results of the previously completed 

Ministries of Trade survey and the above referenced private sector survey; 
 

d) Design and coordinate a joint AfDB-AUC-USTR project focused on promoting 
AGOA exports in targeted regional value chains. The project will involve firm 
mapping and the development of a corresponding document for distribution; and 
coordination of an event, workshop and expo that will bring together African 
exporters, US buyers, and trade support institutions; 

 
e) Working with the African Union, African Embassies and US Government 

counterparts to develop and organize a trade capacity building training for African 
diplomatic officials; 

 
f) Supporting the African Union and AGOA-eligible countries through their embassies 

for the upcoming AGOA Forum, and prepare the participation of the African 
Development Bank at the AGOA Forum to be held mid/late 2017; 

 
g) Attending and utilizing events, forums, and conferences related to US-Africa trade, 

investment and intra-African trade and regional integration in order to promote 
knowledge sharing on the benefits and enhanced use of AGOA and to engage and 
connect with potential collaborators and relevant contacts. 

 
2. Qualifications and Experience 

 
The successful consultant shall possess the following qualifications: 
 

I. An advanced degree in Economics, Law on International Relations, 
Investment or Finance, Business Administration, and/or related discipline.  

II. Minimum of five years of experience working on US-Africa trade relations, 
with a solid understanding of the AGOA legislation and its utilization  

III. Ability to organize and events such as business-to-business roundtables, 
symposia and workshops. 

IV. Solid understanding of the US government system, with a good network of 
contacts among public and private sector officials in Washington DC.  

V. Demonstrated ability to raise awareness within the private and public sector 
of the benefits, provisions and procedures of regional trade agreements.  

VI. Previous experience serving in an advisory capacity to high-level 
government officials on trade policy issues.  

VII. Excellent writing and communication skills.  
VIII. Able to work with minimum supervision  

IX. Be a national of one of the member countries of the Bank. 
 

3. Supervision of the consultancy 
 
The Consultant will be part of the NEPAD, Regional Integration and Trade Department 
and work under the overall supervision of the Permanent Representative of the AU 
Mission to the USA with monthly reporting to the Manager, ONRI.2. 
 

4. Duration 
 
The assignment will be available for a period of one (1) year starting from 01 January 
2017. 
 



5. Location 
 
The Consultant will be based in Washington D.C. at the offices of the African Union 
Mission to the USA.  
 

6. Deliverables 

Accordingly, key deliverables will include: 
a) Final Report on evaluating the efforts, gaps and needs of AGOA-eligible countries 

in accessing the US market based on governmental and private sector surveys; 
 

b) Successful completion of proposed joint AfDB-AUC-USTR AGOA event on 
promoting exports in targeted value chains; 

 
c) Completion of firm mapping for proposed joint AfDB-AUC-USTR project; 

 
d) Completion of a training and information session with African Embassies to promote 

awareness and knowledge of market opportunities and market requirements under 
AGOA. 

 
 


