
Information for Contributors 
 
The African Development Bank’s Working Paper Series is interested in publishing policy-
oriented non-technical papers on African development issues. The main purpose of the Working 
Paper Series is to disseminate findings of work in progress, to encourage the exchange of ideas 
about development issues across the African continent, and to enhance the process of knowledge 
generation by forging a feedback mechanism between research and filed experiences. The Series 
aims at sharing such findings and ideas without requiring them to be fully polished. Papers 
submitted are therefore encouraged to being considered elsewhere for a more formal publication. 
The publication of a Working Paper is offered to all professionals as long as the topic of the paper 
is relevant to Africa’s development and its quality measures up to the standard of the Series. 
Manuscripts, which are deemed suitable, will be peer-reviewed, whereby peers normally make 
their decision within one month after the receipt of the manuscript. 
 

I. Submission of manuscripts 
 

Manuscripts for consideration for the Working Paper Series should be submitted electronically 
(as MS Word documents) to Mr. Albert Mafusire (a.mafusire@afdb.org), whereby manuscripts 
should be single-spaced throughout and be within the range of 8 000 to 10 000 words. 
Manuscripts of more that 12 000 words will be returned without comments. There are neither 
submission fees nor page charges. 
 

II. General preparation of manuscripts 
The first page of the manuscript needs to include (a) the paper’s title, (b) the author’s name, title, 
current address, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail address, and (c) an English as well as a 
French abstract of 150 to 200 words, the keywords and JEL classification. Excluding the abstract, 
papers may be submitted in either English or French. No more than three levels of headings 
should be used. Footnotes are to be avoided and should take the form of endnotes listed prior to 
the references. Quotes should be in quotations marks and if longer than 25 words indented, and 
referenced including the page number of the source. Simple tables can be in MS Word, extensive 
tables should be provided as separate MS Excel files. Copyrights remain with the author(s). 
 

III. Style of references 
The reference style needs to follow the following examples: 
a) References to journal articles: Lucas, Robert E. Jr. (1988) ‘On the Mechanics of Economic 
Development’, Journal of Monetary Economics, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp. 3-42. 
b) References to articles in books: Bourguignon, Francois and Luiz A. Pereira da Silva (2003) 
‘Conclusion: Where to Go from Here?’, in François Bourguignon and Luiz A. Pereira da Silva 
(eds) The Impact of Economic Policies on Poverty and Income Distribution: Evaluation 
Techniques and Tools, Washington, D.C. and New York: World Bank and Oxford University 
Press: 339-50. 
c) References to monographs/books: Taylor, Lance (2004) Reconstructing Macroeconomics, 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
d) References to unpublished items: Rodrik, Dani (2004) ‘Rethinking Growth Policies in the 
Developing World’, Draft of the Luca d’Agliano Lecture delivered on October 8, 2004, in Torino, 
Italy. Note: if possible, include website where paper is available. 
 
 


