
“ malnutrition
remains a

major barrier
to development
in many african
nations, but we
have consensus
on what targets
we need to
reach, along
with a roadmap
for action. one
way to achieve
nutrition
security is to
transform the
continent’s
agriculture
sector.  it’s not just about the amount of food we
grow, it’s also about the type of food that we eat.”

“ nutrition is one of a set of key
investments in human development

that together are just as important as
investments in infrastructure and power
in bringing
about
economic
growth. We
are thrilled
with ... this
leadership in
giving greater
priority to
nutrition and
the wider
human capital
investment
agenda.”

“ these
annual

meetings
aren’t just
about us who
are here.
they’re also
very much
about the
people who
aren’t here.
the millions
of our fellow
africans
without
electricity, or
food, or jobs;
the young
people on whom africa’s future depends. .... We
will never transform africa without transforming
its energy supply. energy is like the blood in the
body. it has to flow – everywhere.”

John SmiTh

“ lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet,

consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed
diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat
volutpat. ut wisi
enim ad minim
veniam, quis

nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper.
velit esse molestie consequat,  suscipit lobortis

nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et
accumsan et iusto.”

“ ghana is
the world's

second largest
importer of
tomato paste
... despite the
fact that it
produces
about 350,000
tonnes of
tomatoes every
year.  of course it could be producing its own
paste, rather than depending on imports.”

“ You in the media are our bank partners, and
we are yours.  We both have to engage the

people of africa and beyond in telling africa’s
development story – explaining it, animating it,
getting people to engage in what it means, and

what role
they can
play.  You
have a
viewership
and
readership,
and so,
through
you, do we.”

“ for
urbanisation

to be successful
and transform
the lives of
people, it has to
be accompanied
by serious
planning by
local
government
authorities, and
the engagement
of people. but
people often get
marginalised in
the process,

and we are now seeing development in cities
characterised by the slums that result from lack 
of planning.”

“ We can’t meet any of the high 5s without
promoting equality between the sexes.

reducing those inequalities is of paramount
importance in our countries.  We know that

discrimination
against
women is
widespread.
Christine
lagarde
recently 
used the
expression: 
an insidious
conspiracy.”

“ urbanisation without transformation will mean
moving the poor from poor areas to other poor

areas .... it would change the nature of poverty, but
it wouldn’t address the issues.”
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Sundry images, 23/05/16

TEDx

Blowing in the wind

Kofi Annan

Akinwumi Adesina

Sipho Moyo & Frannie Leautier

Open debate

Nnenna Nwabufo

John Kufuor

African Economic Outlook launch

Bernadette Namata

Nialé Kaba

Tweet of the day #afdBam2016
“africa's energy future lies in young entrepreneurs. Join @ashishJthakkar
@akin_adesina #afdbfiresideChat #afdbam2016pic.twitter.com/okpe5wxPVu”
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univerSaL acceSS 
To eLecTriciTy By
2025

162 gw electricity 
generated

130 million on-grid
connections

75 million off-grid
connections

o
ver 640 million africans have no
access to energy, corresponding
to an electricity access rate for

african countries at just over 40 percent,
the lowest in the world. Per capita
consumption of energy in sub-saharan
africa (excluding south africa) is 180
kWh, compared to 13,000 kWh per
capita in the united states and 6,500
kWh in europe.

access to energy is crucial not only for
the attainment of health and education
outcomes, but also for reducing the cost
of doing business and for unlocking
economic potential and creating jobs.
insufficient energy access manifests
itself in hundreds of thousands of deaths
annually due to the use of wood-burning
stoves for cooking; handicaps the
operations of hospitals and emergency
services; compromises educational
attainment; and drives up the cost of
doing business.  energy access for all is
therefore one of the key drivers of
inclusive growth as it creates opportu -
nities for women, youths, children both
in urban and rural areas.

africa’s energy potential, especially
renewable energy, is enormous, yet only
a fraction of it is being currently
employed. hydropower provides around
a fifth of current capacity but not even a
tenth of its total potential is being
utilized. similarly, the technical potential
of solar, biomass, wind and geothermal
energy is significant. While renewable
energy will be prioritized by the bank,
fossil fuels will remain an important part
of the overall energy mix, as is the case
with several developed economies, with
the bank financing state of the art
technology to minimize emissions.

the bank has launched a new deal on
energy for africa, which is built on five
inter-related and mutually reinforcing
principles: (i) raising aspirations to solve
africa’s energy challenges; ii) establish -
ing a transformative Partner ship on
energy for africa; (iii) mobilizing
domestic and international capital for
innovative financing in africa’s energy
sector; (iv) supporting african govern -
ments in strengthening energy policy,
regulation and sector governan ce; and
(v) increasing african develop ment
bank’s investments in energy and
climate financing.

the bank’s energy strategy, central to
implementing the new deal, focuses on
seven areas, which are: (i) setting up an
enabling policy environment, (ii)
transform ing utility companies for
success, (iii) dramatically increasing the
number of bankable energy projects, (iv)
increasing the funding pool to deliver
new projects, (v) supporting ‘bottom of
the pyramid’ energy access programs,
particularly for women, (vi) accelerating
major regional projects to drive
integration and (vii) rolling out waves of
country-wide energy ‘transformations’.
the bank will implement these priorities
through a series of flagship programs
such as: iPP procurement, power utility
transformation, an early stage project
support facility and related catalytic
programs, mobile payment initiatives,
and a regional project acceleration
program.

the aspirational goal of this priority
area is to help the continent achieve
universal electricity access by 2025 with
a strong focus on encouraging clean and
renewable energy solutions. this will

require providing 160 gW of new
capacity, 130 million new on-grid
connections, 75 million new off-grid
connections and providing 150 million
households with access to clean cooking
solutions. to achieve these goals it is

estimated that the investment needed
will range between us $60 billion and
us $90 billion per year. the bank will
invest us $12 billion of its own
resources in the energy sector over the
next five years.

light uP & PoWer afriCa  – a neW deal on energY for afriCa

“africa is simply tired 
of being in the dark. 

it is time to take decisive
action and turn around

this narrative: to light up
and power africa – 

and accelerate the pace
of economic transforma-
tion, unlock the potential
of businesses, and drive
much needed industriali-

zation to create jobs.”

afdB president,
akinwumi adesina

afdB to invest 
uSd 12 billion and 

leverage about 
uSd 50 billion 

over 5 years

“africa, the continent in which 650 million people –
scandalously – have no access to electricity.

and yet the continent with enough unused renewable
and non-renewable energy resources to provide its
own energy needs for generations to come, and the

needs of some its neighbours, too.”

the high 5 agenda – five priority actions for the african development bank and for africa – is the afdb’s 
channel for focusing and scaling up its 2013-2022 ten Year strategy, to bring about the social and economic
transformation of africa. the high 5s are designed to deliver the twin objectives of the ten Year strategy:
inclusive growth that is shared by all; and the gradual transition to green growth.

The high 5s
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context

t
here is currently no passable road
link between Yaoundé and
brazzaville. the sections of road

between ketta and djoum on this route
are in very poor condition, isolating the
regions crossed. Consequently, it is not
releasing the agricultural, mining and
tourism potential that these areas have

and is acting as a brake on the promo -
tion of trade between the two countries.

to link the Congo to Cameroon, the
bank has committed to building the
ketta-djoum road, with a length of 504.5
kilometres. this road project has a
strategic regional character, because it
will be one of the main links in the
alternative corridor to the Windhoek-

tripoli corridor linking the Central
african republic with Cameroon and
gabon to the south, providing an
interconnection with the road linking
brazzaville to Pointe-noire in the Congo.

objectives

- to contribute to strengthening regional
integration by facilitating the moveme nt
of goods and persons in Central africa
in general and between Cameroon and
the Congo in particular.

- to improve the living conditions of the
population, by facilitating their access
to basic social services and reducing
level of poverty, through the revitalisa -
tion of agricultural, mining and tourism
activities.

- to improve the level of service of the
logistics chain on the Yaoundé-
brazzaville road route.

impacts

- easier access to basic social services
for 600,000 beneficiaries in the local
populations of both countries.

- increased incomes for 600,000
beneficiaries thanks to revitalised food
agricultural production:

- reduced cost of production inputs and
easier distribution of agricultural pro -
duction.

- length of roads that are passable all
year round between Cameroon and the
Congo extended by 20% (from 60% in
2009 to 80%).

- average walking distance to an all-
season road reduced by a factor of
three (from an average of 6 km in 2009
to 2 km).

- average speeds of heavy goods
vehicles increased by 50 km/h (from 30
km/h in 2009 to 80 km/h).

- average vehicle operating costs decreas -
ed by 55% (from 816 Cfa francs in 2009
to 367 Cfa francs in 2014).

- rate of trade between Cameroon and
the Congo increased by 11% (from 4%
in 2009 to approximately 15%).

The african development fund

key facts

approval
2009
funding 
uS $424 million
beneficiaries
600,000 

the african development fund is a great instrument of hope. it makes concessional loans to poorer african
countries. in over 40 years it has granted and loaned over $40 billion in almost 40 countries. in 2016, it is
going through its 14th replenishment.

moving ahead: project to improve the ketta-djoum road 
and facilitate transport on the yaoundé-Brazzaville corridor

sector – transport

3.3 MILLION
People benefited 
from access 
to eletcricity

46.1 MILLION
Benefited from 
imrpoved agricultural 
practices

2.1 MILLION
Women benefited 
from access 
to education

10.2 MILLION
Benefitted from 
micro-finance 
initiatives

64 MILLION
People benefited 
from better access 
to education

13.5 MILLION
People benefited 
from new or improved 
access to water 
and sanitation

49.2 MILLION
People benefited 
from improved access 
to transport

16 COUNTRIES
Benefited from 
improved transparency
and accountability 
services

Testimony
paul nguia, village
chief, head of the pygmy
group, 51 years old

“before, our activities were
restricted to small-scale
activities for individual
consumption. now, the road
enables us to hunt, fish,
grow crops and sell our
products."

adf, 2008-2013
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The Bank and Zambia
the bank has supported Zambia since 1971, to the tune of over usd 1 billion.  it walks alongside Zambia on
the country’s journey of development.

The energy
challenge

Z
ambia’s energy is current -
ly provid ed pri marily by
hydro power. the country

has the potential to produce
6000mW using hydro power
plants. While this is a renewable
and clean source of energy, it is
also impacted by the rain

patterns that help fill the
reservoirs for power gene ra tion.

Currently the reservoirs that
store water for hydro-electric
generation are kariba, itezhi
tezhi and kafue gorge. due to
the lower rainfall in the 2014-
2015 rainy season, and
in   creased water use, the levels
in these dams are at record low
levels. 

in the 1970s up to the 2000s,
Zambia experienced a surplus in
energy generation, to the point

of exporting power to its neigh -
bouring countries such as
Zimbabwe and south africa. but
in 2000 economic progress took
hold, driven by mining produc -
tion and services, increas ing the
demand for electricity. by 2010,
Zambia’s economy was growing
on average by 6.4% a year,
raising the demand for electri -
city by 4% over the same period.
for the first time since indepen -

dence, the country began to
experience a shortage of power.

the power shortages have
been further exacerbated by the
el nino weather phenomena
that led to poor rains in large
parts of the country in the
2014/2015 rainy season. the
state power utility, Zambia
electricity supply Corporation
(ZesCo), has had to reduce its
power output by 560mW, nearly

one‑third of its total power
generation capacity, after water

levels declined at the kariba
dam and other hydroelectric
plants.

in 2015 power outages,
common ly referred to as load
shedding, increased. this affect -
ed households and busi ness es,
having to go without power for
up to eight hours a day.

initially power was only ration -
ed to household consum ers and
light industry but currently
power is being ration ed equally
across all sectors, including the
copper mines, Zambia’s largest
revenue earner.

the effects of limited electrici -
ty supply are already being felt
in the economy. businesses in
the service, manufactur ing and
industrial sectors are ex pe -
riencing reduc ed outputs and
redundancies.

it is anticipated that power
shortages will continue through
to 2018, potentially up to 2020
if there is lower than average
waterfall in the upcoming rainy
season.

Zambia’s response

to achieve its vision of uni -
ver  sal access to clean, reliable
and affordable energy and
more immediately to in crea se
the amount of power available
on the national grid, Zambia
will have to increase signi -
ficantly its power genera tion
capacity.

as a short-term measure to
cover the supply deficit, ZesCo
has been importing electricity.
the government is expected to
provide the power utility with

usd 340 million in 2016 to
cover the cost of this emergen -
cy power.

for the medium to long-term
future the government has
commissioned several new
power plants, six of which are at
various stages of development.

afdB’s response

recognizing this urgent
need, the african development

bank is assisting Zambia
respond to its power challen -
ges.

the bank is providing over
usd 60 million to support
infrastructure development to
increase Zambia’s power gene -
ration capacity. the bank
support is currently focused on
two major projects: the reha -
bilitation of the kariba dam
and construction of the itezhi
tezhi power plant.

“Zambia has a very ambitious goal 
for energy; within the next 14 years all

Zambians will have access to clean, 
reliable, and affordable energy. only 25% 

of Zambians receive electricity and 
the country’s installed power capacity 

is currently 1900mw, with demand 
at peak times running between 1800 

to 1900 mw, resulting in a power deficit 
of 165mw to 200mw.”

The itezhi Tezhi power
project
the itezhi tezhi power project is
the first private public partnership
in the energy sector in zambia

t
he project, which is jointly owned by the Zambia
electricity supply Corporation (ZesCo) and tata africa
limited, is constructing and operating a 120-mW

hydropower station in Zambia’s southern Province, at a total
cost of usd 245 million, of which the african development
bank is providing usd 30 million.

“the project began in 2012. We plan our power projects
based on least cost projects, which is contained in our master
power plan report. there was already an existing dam at itezhi
tezhi, which was built to supply the kafue gorge Power
station, so it scored highly on the least cost scale, and of
course construction would be faster because of existing
structures,” explained fidelis mubiana, director of Power
generation for ZesCo. Current supply of power in Zambia is
not meeting the demand that is constantly increasing, due to
growth rate and increased activity in the economy.

“the coming of itezhi tezhi has helped bridge the gap
between supply and demand. We did a power transmission line
from lusaka West substation to mumbwa, then from mumbwa
to itezhi tezhi to ensure power is pumped into the national
grid. and through the national grid it is fully connected to the
entire southern african Power Pool. so this project doesn’t
only benefit the nation but the region as a whole,” mubiana
continued. 

but the project is not only about providing power to the
national grid: it also has additional economic benefits,
especially in mumbwa and itezhi tezhi, both through direct
job creation and through giving a boost to the services which
the power station will demand from its suppliers. additionally,
the shareholders also decided to reinvest 0.5% of annual
revenue into community projects through their corporate
social responsibility plans that focuses on health and
education.

“energy is a prime driver for any economy to scale up
productivity and job creation. this project shows that the rules
and regulations in the country are favourable enough to allow
private partnership to happen, truly signifying that Zambia is
open for business,” concluded mubiana.

infographics corner

“energy is one 
of the important

driving forces
behind the 

development of an
economy as it cuts

across most 
economic and social

activities.”
Zambia’s 2030

vision

ANIMATING & QUANTIFYING OUR WORK
AROUND AFRICA
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The 1960s
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The way we were

1964

September 10: Birth of AfDB
November 4-7: Board of Governors 
inaugural meeting in Lagos, Nigeria
Mamoun Beheiry (Sudan) 
elected 1st President 

Bank members: 26

Africa
300 million people 
US$ 39.2 billion GDP

1965 March: Headquarters opened in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

1966
Board of Governors 
1st meeting in Abidjan
July: O"cial start of operational activities 

Bank sta#: 10

Conference of Ministers established committee  
from 9 countries  to prepare for the creation of AfDB1962

1968 First Bank projects in Agriculture and in Water supply 

1969 Bank loans/grants: US$ 7.9 million
First Bank projects in Power supply and in Finance

1967 Bank loans/grants:  US$ 2.3 million 
3rd meeting of Board of Governors approved first
two Bank operations (in Sierra Leone & Kenya) 

1963 In Khartoum, on 4 August, 23 states signed the Agreement 
establishing the ADB  

Côte d’Ivoire Kenya 

Nigeria 

Sierra Leone 

Mamoun Beheiry (Sudan) 
President, 1964-1970

at the helm

1964 Lagos, Nigeria

1965 No Annual Board
of Governors' 
Meetings

1966 Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire

1967 Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire

1968 Nairobi, Kenya

1969 Freetown, Sierra Leone

where we met


