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Chapter 1
High Growth Despite Regional  

and Global Adversity 



1.1 Recent Performance
Africa’s GDP grew at 3.9 percent in 2014, with a better outlook 
projected for 2015 and 2016. However, the continent faces 
significant headwinds, including soft commodity prices, that 
could undermine growth. While inflation rates have remained 
relatively stable, fiscal and current account balances have 
deteriorated, particularly among net oil-exporting countries.

Real GDP Growth. African countries grew on average by 3.9 
percent in 2014, slightly higher than the growth recorded in 
2013 (Figure 1.1). The performance varied considerably among 
countries and regions, with some doing much better than others. 

Among growth drivers, domestic demand remained important, 
largely sustained by infrastructure investment and buoyant 
service sectors. Agricultural production grew only moderately. 
Growth was highest among the continent’s Low-income 
Countries, with Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and Ethiopia growing by more than 8 percent each.

In relative terms, Africa’s growth was higher than that of the 
global economy which stood at 3.3 percent, Western Asia 
at 2.9 percent, and Latin America and the Caribbean at 1.2 
percent. Africa, however, grew slower than the emerging 
markets and developing economies of the world, which 
registered growth of 4.4 percent. 

The performance of the leading economies of the world also 
had important implications for Africa’s growth and that of 
other developing regions. For instance, while the US economy 
performed better than anticipated, growth in the other major 
economies, especially in China, Russia, the Euro area, and 
Japan, was lower than expected. China’s role in the global 
economy and in Africa, reflects the country’s growing influence, 
with a shock to its growth having a direct impact on the global 
economy and investor perception. In 2014, China grew by 7.4 
percent, with growth expected to decelerate to 6.8 percent 
in 2015, and to slow down further later in the decade, as its 
authorities make changes in economic policy in order meet 
domestic objectives. These changes include the demand for 
quality domestic goods and services. The Bank estimates 
that a 1 percentage point decline in the GDP growth of China, 
could take away around 0.1 percentage point growth from 
Africa. The most affected African economies would be those 

This chapter assesses Africa’s economic performance in 2014 as well as its medium-term prospects. 
It also reviews Africa’s progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
and the prospects for the new Sustainable Development Goals. Africa’s GDP growth in 2014 
was 3.9 percent, marginally higher than the 3.5 growth rate achieved in 2013. In light of the many 
shocks it experienced during 2014, including low commodity prices and the Ebola epidemic 
in West Africa, the continent maintained a high degree of resilience, but with sharp variations 
between regions and countries. The medium-term outlook remains positive with growth projected 
at 4.5 and 5.0 percent in 2015 and 2016, respectively. This outlook is premised on a stronger 
world economy and political and social stability in Africa’s regions. The continent, however, 
remains sensitive to downside risks emanating from lower commodity prices, tightening global 
financial conditions, fiscal vulnerabilities, security issues and the lingering effects of the Ebola 
outbreak in parts of West Africa.
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Figure 1.1 Africa’s Economic Growth 
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driven by the extractive sector, particularly those that rely on 
the export of oil. 

Performance by Region. A look at Africa by region brings out 
some of the differences in the growth performance mentioned 
above. In East Africa, average growth was 7.1 percent in 
2014, compared to 4.7 percent in the previous year, with 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, and Tanzania being the best performers, 
growing at 10.3, 7.0, and 7.2 percent respectively. Growth 
in West Africa was 6.0 percent, on average from 5.7 percent 
in 2013. This was a commendable performance in light of 
conflicts in the region, the Ebola crisis, and the decline in oil 
prices. Nigeria, which rebased its economy earlier in the year, 
posted a growth rate of 6.3 percent. 

Central African countries grew at an average of 5.6 percent 
in 2014, compared with 4.1 percent in 2013, reflecting 
considerable resilience to shocks, which included military 
insurrections and the decline in oil prices. Gabon, which grew 
at 5.1 percent, saw the expansion in non-oil sectors, especially 
timber processing, making up for the fall in oil prices, while 
the main drivers of the 8.9 percent growth in the DRC were 
mining, agriculture and infrastructure investment. 

North Africa continued to recover from the slump in previous 
years, recording an average growth of 1.7 percent in 2014, 
compared with 1.6 percent in 2013. Algeria witnessed a 
resurgence of growth to 4 percent, from 2.8 percent in 2013, 
and Morocco recorded growth of 2.7 percent, from 4.7 percent 
in 2013. At 2.2 percent, Egypt’s growth remained stable. Tunisia’s 
relatively smooth political transition was an important factor in 
the country’s modest growth of 2.4 percent, from 2.3 percent 
in 2013. Continued instability in neighboring Libya (with growth 
of -19.8 percent), however, remains a notable downside risk for 
Tunisia. The figures above underscore the region’s resilience 
in the last three years, notwithstanding the complexity of its 
underlying social, economic, and political conditions.

At 2.7 percent, from 3.6 percent in 2013, growth in Southern 
Africa remained sluggish. South Africa, the region’s largest and 
most influential economy, which had to contend with structural 
bottlenecks, strained industrial relations, and low investor and 
consumer confidence, posted a growth rate of 1.5 percent, from 
2.2 percent in 2013. Growth in other countries in the region 
was substantially higher. With growth at 7.6 percent, compared 
with 7.4 percent in 2013, Mozambique continued to be the 
region’s fastest growing economy, driven by foreign investment 
in mineral, gas and oil prospecting. Similarly, Zambia and Malawi 
both posted impressive growth rates of 5.7 percent each, (from 
6.7 and 6.1 percent, respectively, in 2013). Namibia’s economy 
grew at 5.3 percent from 5.1 percent in 2013.

Major Developments Affecting 
GDP Growth in 2014

The Ebola Epidemic
The Ebola virus disease (EVD) and its socio-economic impact on 
the West African countries of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 
dominated the news on Africa in 2014. According to the World 
Health Organization, 20,200 cases of EVD and 7,904 deaths 
from the disease had been recorded by the end of December 
2014. The epidemic had a significant economic impact. Fears 
of the spread of the epidemic left agricultural fields untended. 
The scaling-back of tourist flows led to significantly lower hotel 
occupancy rates and staff-layoffs, exacerbating unemployment. 
A scaling-down of mining operations and a decline in related 
activities led to a major withdrawal of investment inflows. Most 
affected in this regard were Sierra Leone and Liberia, where mining 
accounts, respectively for 17 percent and 14 percent of GDP.

The total fiscal shortfall in the three countries due to the EVD 
in 2014 was over half a billion USD, almost 5 percent of their 
combined GDP. The lingering indirect effects and investor 
aversion indicate a bleak picture for growth in 2015, estimated 
at 0.9 percent for Guinea, 3.8 percent for Liberia, and -2.5 

Table 1.1 Forgone Output due to Ebola in Most-Affected Countries 

Estimated 2014  
GDP (USD billion)

2015 Growth Forcast (%)

GDP Loss  
(USD billion)

in June  
2014

in January  
2015

Guinea  6.2 4.3  0.9  0.5

Liberia  2.3 6.8  3.8  0.2

Sierra Leone  5.0 8.9 -2.5  0.9

Total 13.5 1.6

Source: AfDB, World Bank.
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percent for Sierra Leone. These projections imply forgone 
income across the three countries in 2015 alone of about USD 
1.64 billion, or 12 percent of their combined GDP (Table 1.1).

Beyond the three most-affected countries, economic costs due 
to the Ebola epidemic will also be incurred across West Africa 
in 2015. Disruptions to travel and cross-border trade due to 
the epidemic  will in 2015 lead to additional losses of more than 
half a billion US dollars in the regions outside the epicentre. For 
example, The Gambia’s tourism sector was one of the worst 
hit by news of the epidemic, with 65 percent of hotel bookings 
and 50 percent of inward flights cancelled, despite the country 
not having recorded a single case of Ebola. With the tourism 
sector contributing 3 percent of The Gambia’s GDP, the country’s 
growth forcasts for 2015 have been revised downwards from 
6 percent to 4.2 percent. Similarly, Senegal’s tourism industry 
declined by between 15 and 20 percent in 2014, with the 
negative economic impact expected to continue into 2015.

Impact of the Oil Price Decline
The net impact of a fall in oil prices (Figure 1.2) on individual countries 
depends on a wide range of factors, including the share of oil 
in their exports or imports, as well as the policy space available 
to them. The Bank estimates that GDP in Africa’s oil-exporting 
countries could contract by between 0.18 and 5.03 percentage 
points in 2015, on the back of a drop in the annual average oil 
price to USD 58 per barrel (Table 1.2). This slowdown could result 
in substantial fiscal revenue losses in oil-exporting economies.

While net oil-importing countries could benefit from a sharp fall 
in the price of oil, the overall impact will depend on the level of 

fiscal discipline exercised by the governments and the existing 
reserve positions of the countries. Thus, growth prospects for 
some countries could well deteriorate if the macroeconomic 
stance is not changed to address the shock (Table 1.3).

Rebasing Africa’s GDP 
Recent years have seen the rebasing of a number of African 
economies. This exercise involves replacing an old base year 
with a more recent one, which then becomes the reference 

Table 1.2 Impact of a Fall in Oil Prices by 42% (from USD 100/b to USD 58/b)  
on GDP Growth of Selected Oil-Exporting Countries

% Share of  
Oil in GDP (2013)

2015 Growth Projection (%)

2015 Growth 
Shortfall (%)

Net Oil-Exporting  
Countries

in June  
2014

in January  
2015

Algeria 29.6 4.2  3.9 -0.3

Angola 40.6  8.83  3.8  -5.03

Chad 27.4  8.88  6.3  -2.58

Congo 58.0 6.5  6.8  0.3

Equatorial Guinea 74.1 -8.52 -8.7  -0.18

Gabon 40.0  7.16  4.6  -2.56

Nigeria 32.4  7.31  5.0  -2.31

Sudan  4.8  3.81  3.1  -0.71

Source: AfDB Staff Estimates.

Table 1.3 Some African Oil-Importing Countries  
– Change in Growth Projections

2015 Growth  
Projection (%)

2015 Growth 
Difference due 

to fall in oil 
prices (%)

Oil-Importing  
Countries

in June  
2014

in January  
2015

Botswana 5.0 3.8 -1.2

Cabo Verde 3.3 3.1 -0.2

Kenya 5.9 6.5  0.6

Mauritius 4.1 3.5 -0.6

Morocco 4.6 4.4 -0.2

Namibia 4.4 5.6  1.2

South Africa 3.0 2.2 -0.8

Tunisia 4.6 3.0 -1.6

Source: AfDB Staff Estimates.
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point for future values of the GDP. 
Under normal circumstances, 
this should be a regular exercise. 
However, few countries in Africa 
have done this regularly, hence the 
large differences between current 
and rebased GDP figures seen in a 
number of African countries. 

Kenya’s GDP rebasing exercise in 
2014 expanded its economy by 25 
percent to USD 55 billion, while that 
of Nigeria doubled its GDP to USD 
549 billion, making it Africa’s largest 
economy. A number of other African 
countries also plan to rebase their 
economies. A net result is likely to be 
a significant change in the size and 
structure of the continent’s economy. 
Africa’s share of global GDP is likely 
to increase.

Performance of Other 
Macroeconomic Aggregates
Inflation. The fall in food and oil prices 
kept inflation in check, with the average inflation rate rising 
marginally to 7.2 percent from 7.0 percent in the preceding year 
(Figure 1.3). Relative to other emerging economies and developing 
countries, Africa’s average inflation remained high. However, over 
the medium term, a moderation is anticipated, underpinned by 
a continued fall in international food and fuel prices.

A few countries, including Ghana, Zambia, and Nigeria, 
experienced significant macroeconomic imbalances in 2014. 

In Ghana and Zambia, exchange rates depreciated sharply, 
stoking a rise in inflation, from 11.7 to 17.0 percent for Ghana 
and 7.0 to 7.9 percent for Zambia during 2013 and 2014, 
respectively. Due to concerns over deteriorations in their fiscal 
positions, both countries were downgraded by international 
credit rating agencies. 

Meanwhile, Nigeria has instituted measures to realign falling 
oil revenues and shrinking foreign exchange reserves with 
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spending priorities. Its central bank devalued the Naira by 
more than 13 percent in 2014.

Fiscal Balance. Across the continent, fiscal deficits reached 
an average of 5.0 percent of GDP from 3.5 percent in 2013. 
However, this aggregate masked variations across individual 
countries, and in particular differences between oil-exporting 
and oil-importing countries (Figures 1.4 and 1.5). The fall in 
oil revenues created fiscal tensions in many oil-exporting 
countries, leading to a widening of the deficit to 5.7 percent 
from 3.3 percent in 2013. It also, significantly, reduced fiscal 
buffers and limited the scope for policy responses in the 
event of other exogenous shocks. The fiscal balance in oil-
importing countries improved marginally to 4.0 percent, from 
4.1 percent in 2013.

Current Account Balance. The fall in commodity prices, 
coupled with weak external demand, particularly from China, 
weighed down on export receipts for African commodity 
exporters. On the other hand, strong demand for capital 
goods due to increased public spending on infrastructure 
investment led to a rise in the import bill. The result was 
deterioration in the current account positions, with the average 
current account deficit widening to 3.7 percent of GDP from 
2.2 percent in 2013. However, this outturn masked individual 
country differences and those between net oil exporters and 
net oil importers (Figures 1.4 and 1.5). For net oil exporters, 
the current account saw a deficit of 1.3 percent of GDP from 
a surplus of 0.9 percent in 2013. Net oil-importing countries 
recorded a current account deficit of 7.8 percent from 7.3 
percent in 2013. 

External Financing. External financial flows to Africa in 2014 
grew to a record USD 200 billion, some four times the figure 
for the year 2000. 

FDI was at USD 60.4 billion, up from USD 57.2 billion in 
2013. The principal recipients of this FDI were Nigeria (USD 
6.5 billion), Morocco (USD 4.8 billion), South Africa (USD 4.8 
billion), and Mozambique (USD 4.1 billion). Remittances from 
the African Diaspora, the largest source of foreign financial 
flows to the continent, rose by more than 10 percent to USD 
67.1 billion. Here, Middle-Income Countries (MICs) were the 
major beneficiaries, reflecting differences in the profiles of 
Africa’s Diaspora. Meanwhile, Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) was estimated at USD 55.2 billion, marginally lower 
than the USD 55.8 billion recorded in 2013. However, ODA 
remains the largest single source of external financial flows 
to Africa’s Low-income Countries.

Africa’s resource-rich countries received the bulk of the inflows, 
suggesting that natural-resource endowments remain a major 
attraction for FDI to Africa. 
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1.2  Economic Prospects
The economic outlook for Africa remains largely positive, with 
growth and real per capita income projected to rise in the 
medium term, especially in Low-income Countries and those 
in fragile situations. Risks to this outlook include the possibility 
of a further weakening of commodity prices, tighter financial 
conditions, a rise in inflation rates, deterioration of fiscal and 
current account balances, security problems and the lingering 
effects of the Ebola disease outbreak.

Outlook. The medium-term growth prospects for the continent 
remain favorable as growth is projected to increase to 4.5 
percent in 2015, and strengthen to 5.0 percent the following 
year. East Africa is expected to register growth of 5.6 percent 
in 2015, rising to 6.7 percent in 2016. Central and West 
Africa are expected to grow by 5.5 percent and 5.0 percent, 
respectively, in 2015, rising to 5.8 percent and 6.1 percent, 
respectively, in 2016. North Africa is projected to grow at 4.5 
percent in 2015, a significant increase from the 1.7 percent 
it achieved in 2014. Southern Africa is forcast to grow by 
3.1 percent in 2015, up from 2.7 percent in 2014 (Map 1.1).

Future growth in most African countries will be driven by domestic 
demand, supported by investments in the natural resources 
sector, increased investment in infrastructure, and expansion 
in the agricultural sector. Public expenditure is projected to 
rise at a moderate rate as many countries, including Nigeria, 

Senegal, and Ghana make progress on their fiscal consolidation 
measures designed to rein-in government spending and 
expand their fiscal buffers. Private consumption is also forcast 
to remain strong in most countries, supported by continued 
price stability and improving real per capita incomes. In view 
of these favorable economic prospects, Africa is expected to 
remain the world’s second-fastest-growing continent, after 
Asia. However, there is growing concern about the quality of 
this growth and its inclusiveness, as income inequality on the 
continent widens, and poverty remains widespread.

Growth is also forcast to rise among Low-income Countries and 
those in fragile situations. However, the outlook for oil exporting 
and Middle-Income Countries is mixed. Growth in Nigeria, for 
instance, is projected to be about 5.0 percent in 2015 and to 
rise to an estimated 6 percent in 2016. The expanding non-oil 
sector and the recovery in oil production will be key factors. 
However, the problems of oil theft and vandalism with respect 
to pipelines and the security situation in the north of the country, 
which have had a negative impact on agricultural production 
will require redress to sustain the recovery. 

Downside Risks to the Outlook. 
Lower Commodity Prices. Lower growth in emerging 
market economies could result in a decline in demand, and 
thus, a more rapid fall in commodity prices (Figure 1.2) than 
assumed in the baseline forcast. In 2014, China’s housing 
market softened considerably, with major developers reducing 
prices by as much as 15 percent. Heavily reliant on housing 
investment, China’s economic growth is slowing down, and 
demand for raw materials may weaken further, keeping a lid 
on, or even pushing down, commodity prices. Such a decline 
in demand for raw materials would have a negative impact 
on the exports of a host of African countries. 

Tightening Financial Conditions. A rapid rise in capital market 
volatility, associated with the reduction of quantitative easing 
in the United States of America, remains a serious downside 
risk to the continent’s economic outlook. Volatility in capital 
flows had in 2014 already led some African central banks to 
raise their interest to protect their economies. A sharp and 
disorderly rise in interest rates or a reversal of capital flows 
remains a serious concern for many African countries.

Fiscal Vulnerabilities. The fiscal position deteriorated in a 
number of African countries, notably Ghana and Zambia, 
although the fiscal deficit in Zambia has started to shrink. 
Over-optimistic revenue estimates have also led to a build-up 
of fiscal vulnerabilities in a number of countries, especially the 
oil exporters. Further, elections in the near-term in countries 
including Burkina Faso, Burundi, Nigeria, Tanzania, Togo, and 
Uganda were expected to exert more pressures on public 
finances. 
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Security. Social and political unrest, as well as emerging 
security problems remain a major threat to the economic 
prospects of a number of African countries. The security 
situations, caused by ethnic and religious conflicts, in the 
Central African Republic and northern Mali remain precarious. 
In South Sudan, the ongoing civil war has continued to disrupt 
oil production. There is little immediate prospect for a political 
settlement. In Nigeria, the insurgency by Boko Haram continues 
to reduce agricultural production in the north. In spite of the 
neighborhood effects of social strife and civil wars, Africa has 
shown increasing ability to contain their spread. 

1.3  Beyond the Millennium 
Development Goals: Towards 
Sustainable Development Goals

Despite a weak start, the pace of progress towards the 
attainment of the MDGs in Africa has continued to accelerate 
since 2003. The continent started on a low base on virtually 
all MDG indicators, requiring large 
investments and much effort to meet 
the MDG targets and catch up with 
comparator regions. However, in a 
number of countries, progress has been 
slow. In the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, the overarching goal remains 
one of eradicating poverty and ensuring 
that growth is more inclusive and people-
centered. This will be underpinned by 
enhancing the capacities of Africans to 
sustainably manage and leverage their 
natural resources in an environment of 
peace and security.

Africa’s Progress towards the MDGs. 
The analysis in this section relies 
substantially on data from the MDG 
2014 report jointly produced by the 
AfDB, African Union, UNECA, and UNDP. 

According to the MDG 2014 report, 
Africa’s progress towards the attainment 
of the Millennium Development Goals 
has been mixed. While there are 
variations across countries and regions, 
some countries have made significant 
progress towards the targets while in 
other countries it has been slow. An 
assessment of global performance on 
the MDGs reveals that eight of the best 
10 performers (i.e. those experiencing the 
most rapid acceleration) are in Africa, with 
Burkina Faso ranked the highest in MDG 

acceleration. Table 1.4 below highlights the best-performing 
countries for some selected targets and indicators.

Although poverty in Africa has continued to decline, the pace 
of progress towards its eradication has been slow. As a result, 
the continent is likely to miss the MDG target of eradicating 
extreme poverty and hunger. Countries that have made most 
progress in poverty reduction include Egypt, Guinea and Tunisia. 

The continent is, however, on track to achieve the goal of 
achieving universal primary education. Twenty-five African 
countries have already achieved the prescribed net enrolment 
ratios of above 80 percent. Only 11 countries, namely, Burkina 
Faso, Central African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, The Gambia, Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, and Niger, 
have primary school enrolment rates below 75 percent. 

Countries that have made strides in achieving the target on 
universal primary education are also on course to meeting the 
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Table 1.4 Africa’s Recent MDG Performance: Selected Targets and Indicators 

Goals Targets and Indicators Best-Performing Countries*

Goal 1:  
Eradicate extreme  
poverty and hunger

Target 1A: Halve (between 1990 and 2015), the proportion of 
people whose income is less than USD 1.25 a day per person.

Target 1B: Achieve full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, including women and young people.

Target 1C: Halve (between 1990 and 2015), the proportion of 
people who suffer from hunger.

Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Morocco, Tunisia.

Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Togo, Zimbabwe.

Algeria, Benin, Egypt, Ghana, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, South Africa, Tunisia.

Goal 2: 
Achieve universal primary  
education

Indicator 2.1: Net enrolment ratio in primary education 
increase by 1.5 percent annually.

Indicator 2.2: Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who 
reach last grade of primary education.

Algeria, Egypt, Rwanda, São Tomé and 
Príncipe

Ghana, Morocco, Tanzania, Zambia.

Goal 3:  
Promote gender equality and  
empower women

Indicator 3.1: Ratio of girls to boys in primary,  
secondary and tertiary education.
 
Indicator 3.2: Share of women in wage employment  
in the non-agricultural sector.
 
Indicator 3.3: Proportion of seats held by women  
in national parliament.

The Gambia, Ghana, Mauritius, Rwanda, 
São Tomé and Príncipe.

Botswana, Ethiopia, South Africa.

Angola, Mozambique, Rwanda, 
Seychelles, South Africa.

Goal 4: 
Reduce child mortality by two-thirds

Indicators 4.1 and 4.2: Under-five mortality and infant 
(under one) mortality rates.

Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, 
Rwanda, Seychelles, Tanzania, Tunisia.

Goal 5:  
Improve maternal health

Target 5A: Reduce by three-quarters,
the maternal mortality ratio, between
1990 and 2015.

Target 5B: Achieve by 2015, universal access  
to reproductive health.

Equatorial Guinea, Egypt, Eritrea, Libya, 
Mauritius, Rwanda, São Tomé and 
Príncipe, Tunisia.

Egypt, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Rwanda, 
South Africa, Swaziland.

Goal 6: 
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and  
other diseases 

Target 6A: To have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse 
the spread of HIV/AIDS and other diseases.

Target 6B: Achieve by 2010, universal access to treatment 
of HIV/AIDS for all those who need it.

Target 6C: To have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse 
the incidence of malaria and other major diseases.

Côte d’Ivoire, Namibia, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe.

Botswana, Comoros, Namibia, Rwanda.

Algeria, Cabo Verde, Egypt, Libya 
Mauritius, São Tomé and Príncipe,  
Sudan, Tunisia.

Goal 7: 
Ensure environmental sustainability 

Target 7A: Integrate the principles of sustainable 
development into country policies and programs and 
reverse the loss of environmental resources.
 
Target 7C: Reduce by halve, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation, by 2015.

Egypt, Gabon, Morocco, Nigeria.

Algeria, Botswana, Egypt, Libya, Mali, 
Mauritius, Namibia, Rwanda, Swaziland.

Goal 8: 
Global partnership for development

Target 8F: In cooperation with the private sector, make 
available the benefits of new technologies, especially 
information and communications technology.

Kenya, Libya, Rwanda, Seychelles,  
Sudan, Uganda, Zambia.

Source: AfDB.
Notes: *  Top ranked performing countries with respect to each target/indicator that have made the greatest improvements from their initial conditions (not necessarily those that 

have reached the targets).
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MDG target of promoting gender equality and empowering 
women, especially in school attendance. For many countries, 
the gap between boys and girls enrolled in primary school 
continues to decline. Out of the 49 African countries for which 
data are available, 18 have already achieved gender parity at 
the primary level of education, where the enrolment rate of 
girls is as high as boys, while 28 countries are very close to 
achieving it. In two countries, Chad and the Central African 
Republic, the gender parity index remains low, indicating that 
there are more boys than girls in primary school. 

The continent has also made significant progress in increasing 
the proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments. 
Rwanda, for instance, now ranks first in the world with regard 
to the percentage of women in the national parliament (48.8 
percent). Ten African countries (Rwanda, Seychelles, Senegal, 
South Africa, Mozambique, Tanzania, Uganda, Angola, Algeria, 
and Burundi) have attained the target of having at least 30 
percent women in their national parliaments. However, limited 
economic opportunities for women, and barriers to political 
participation continue to impede progress on meeting this target.

On average, Africa’s progress in achieving the health-related 
MDGs has been positive, but inadequate to meet the stipulated 
targets. Despite remarkable improvements, the continent is 
off-track on the target for maternal mortality reduction. While 
average under-five mortality rates declined by 45 percent 
from 177 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 98 deaths 
in 2012, progress on this target falls short of the MDG target 
of a two-thirds reduction by 2015. Improvements on this 
MDG have been due largely to rising per capita income 
and maternal education. By 2012, Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia, 
Malawi, Tanzania, and Tunisia had met the target. Eleven other 
countries’ progress—namely Algeria, Cabo Verde, Eritrea, Libya, 
Madagascar, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda, South 
Sudan, and Uganda—towards meeting the target, was on 
course. There were, however, some reversals as under-fives’ 
mortality rates increased in Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, 
and Zimbabwe due mainly to HIV/AIDS-related deaths.

There has also been progress in the reduction of infant mortality 
rates with figures falling from 90 deaths per 1,000 live births in 
1990 to 54 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2012, a 39 percent 
decline. Neonatal deaths (children who die within four weeks) 
remain particularly high in the East, Central, Southern and 
West Africa sub-regions, which account for 38 percent of the 
global total. This is due to the lack of access to high quality 
health care during pregnancy.

Progress on improving maternal health has been steady but 
slow, meaning that Africa as a continent has not been able to 
meet this MDGs target. The maternal mortality rate in Africa fell 
by about 50 percent to 460 deaths per 100,000 live births in 

2013, from 870 in 1990. This drop in the number of maternal 
deaths was across the entire continent. With the maternal 
mortality rate in the region falling by 57 percent between 1990 
and 2013, North Africa had the most marked success. In 2013, 
West and Central Africa still had maternal mortality rates above 
500 maternal deaths per 100,000, the highest on the continent. 
This high rate of maternal mortality is attributed to the limited 
access to contraceptives, skilled birth attendants and antenatal 
care in general, on the continent as well as the number of high 
adolescent pregnancies. Despite these achievements, Africa, as 
a whole, is unlikely to meet the MDG target on maternal mortality.

The incidence and prevalence of HIV/AIDS among adults has 
fallen in most parts of the continent, a result of the strong 
political will to fight the illness, focused interventions and 
increased access to antiretroviral therapy. The incidence of 
HIV/AIDS declined from 0.85 to 0.32 over the 1995-2012 
period, while the prevalence rate fell from 5.8 to 4.7 percent 
during the 2000-2012 period. Between 2010 and 2011, the 
proportion of the population with advanced HIV infection with 
access to antiretroviral drugs increased from 48 to 56 percent 
in Southern, East, Central, and West Africa. While progress 
in combatting HIV/AIDS has been commendable, Africa is 
not on course to meeting the target.

Notable progress has been made in the target to halt, and 
begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major 
diseases by 2015. Between 1990 and 2012, expanded 
treatment regimes in Africa helped reduce the incidence and 
death rates from malaria by an average of 31 percent and 49 
percent, respectively. Progress was mainly recorded in Southern, 
East, Central, and West Africa, where the incidence was high. 
Despite the progress, however, Africa is not on track to meet 
the MDG target on malaria.

In their bid to meet MDG 7, to ensure environmental sustainability, 
most African countries have registered improvements in the 
proportion of protected terrestrial and marine areas. By 2012, 
a total of 32 countries had reached the target of protecting 
at least 10 percent of their territorial and marine areas, up 
from 19 countries in 1990. Overall, most African countries 
have also recorded increased access to improved water and 
sanitation. Only four countries (Djibouti, Nigeria, Sudan, and 
Togo) have registered regressions.

Between 2011 and 2012 Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
to Africa declined by 5 percent. Thus, progress towards the 
achievement of the MDG 8 which calls for the development of 
a global partnership for development, remains is lagging. Whilst 
aid flows to Africa have been depressed, trade facilitation and 
measures to create a level playing field in global production 
measures have been stepped up. For instance, average 
tariffs charged by developed nations on primary production 
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are now significantly lower than in 
the early 2000s, and agricultural 
subsidies in OECD countries have 
been declining since 2000. Between 
2000 and 2011, tariffs in Turkey and 
Mexico fell by 50 percent, and by 40 
percent in Switzerland, Iceland, and 
the European Union.

Agenda for Post Millennium 
Development Goals. Africa has 
enjoyed high levels of growth, above 
5 percent, during the MDG era, but 
with wide variations at the country 
level. In 2015 and further ahead, 
the prospects for Africa are, thus, 
significantly brighter than they were 
at the turn of the millennium. However, 
its performance on individual well-
being, as measured by the MDGs has 
been muted, with the continent being 
off track in achieving five out of the 
eight MDGs by 2015. The Post-2015 
Development Agenda thus presents 
a unique opportunity for Africa to 
articulate its common priorities, 
opportunities, and challenges. 

Looking ahead to the Post-2015 
Development Agenda, African 
governments need to develop a 
strong vision for monitoring and 
accountability, with clear plans for 
financing and implementation of the 
strategies.

Role of the African 
Development Bank in MDGs 
and the Post-MDG Agenda 
The Bank remains a significant 
financier of infrastructure projects, 
with a cumulative contribution of 
UA 32 billion over the period of 
1967-2014. The Bank’s focus with 
regard to infrastructure development 
on the continent is on transport, 
energy, water, and information and 
communication technology, all 
critical to Africa’s socio-economic 
development and well-being. 

Several of the Bank’s transport projects 
have to do with the development of 
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regional transport corridors that promote sustainable growth 
and job creation by reducing the costs of imports, making 
African producers more competitive on international markets, 
and thus fostering inclusive growth. An example is the Trans-
Saharan Highway which will connect landlocked Niger, Chad, 
and Mali to growth centers in West and North Africa. 

In the last 20 years, the Bank has spent USD 4.5 billion (about 
12 percent of its funds) on increasing power generation and 
improving rural electrification, bringing electricity and its 
socio-economic benefits to thousands, many in the lower 
strata of society. At another level, the Bank is fostering the 
development of regional power pools, helping link the power 
grids of neighboring countries into single networks that work 
to provide more reliable electricity supplies.

In the telecommunications sector, the Bank continues to 
finance regional and national broadband infrastructure through 
investments in high-speed, high capacity Internet and telephone 
cables, helping to improve communications and enhance 
the numerous benefits it brings to the African people in both 
urban and rural communities.

The Bank remains committed to supporting regional integration 
on the continent by connecting countries, markets, and peoples 
which is essential if Africa is to transform its economies and 

achieve inclusive growth. In the last five years, the Bank has 
financed more than 70 multinational projects in support of 
regional integration at a total cost of USD 3.8 billion. Also, 20 
percent of its ADF funds are set aside for regional integration 
projects. 

Indeed, the Bank is focused on improving the continent’s 
investment and business climate, expanding access to social and 
economic infrastructure, and promoting enterprise development. 
It is working with RMCs to improve the business environment, 
so that businesses of all sizes can grow and generate jobs. 

To support the lower echelons of society and promote inclusive 
growth, the Bank has in the last three years provided finance 
for 156,477 microcredits on the continent and provided 10,054 
microfinance clients with training in business management. 
The Bank’s direct support to enterprises has resulted in the 
creation of over one million jobs, with over 4.6 million people 
(of whom 53 percent are women) benefiting from investee 
projects and microfinance.

The Bank’s vision is to harness the potential of a billion 
Africans by building skills, creating jobs and promoting equal 
opportunities. Its human development portfolio includes 77 
projects worth USD 1.8 billion, covering education, health, 
poverty reduction, and social protection. 
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