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1: GDDS Regional Advisor, IMF

1. Introduction

The GDDS project was designed to promote capacity building in statistics. The Anglophone African project started in early 
2002, sponsored by the Department for International Development (DFID) of UK. The IMF and World Bank are the imple-
menting agencies. It is designed to promote the systematic development of statistical systems, by providing diagnostic tools 
to identify areas of the statistical system that require attention and to establish processes to formulate and implement de-
velopment plans. The first phase of the project was to help countries prepare metadata and the subsequent activities fo-
cused on the provision of short-term technical assistance and other services to help implement of plans for improvement 
to 15 countries: Botswana, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The IMF concentrates on macroeconomic sectors namely, fiscal, external, finance and 
real, while the World Bank looks at the socio-demographic areas namely, population, poverty, health and education. 

The project is due to be completed in April 2006.

2.  The main objectives of the Anglophone project

The main objectives of the project include:

•  Sustainable improvements in the quality, coverage and dissemination of key statistics in all active countries
•  Countries have a plan to improve national statistical system
•  GDDS plans for improvement are implemented
•  Information about data, “metadata”, is developed, updated, and disseminated 
•  Effective coordination nationally and within the region
•  Awareness of data statistical practices among data users is improved.

The first priority has been to assist countries to prepare the metadata that are needed to participate in the GDDS. Most of 
the countries have prepared the metadata and has been posted on the IMF website, www.dsbb.imf.org and with this goal 
completed, emphasis has shifted to assisting countries to make the improvements in the specific areas of statistics that have 
been dentified as priorities in the metadata. 
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3. Project Activities undertaken

Project activities undertaken so far mainly include:

•  Real Sector: focus has been on National Accounts, Consumer Price Index, Producer Price Index and Labour Statistics. 
Technical assistance for the later has been provided by the World Bank.

•  Fiscal Sector: Government Finance Statistics focusing on the coverage and classification as well as migration to 2001 
Manual.

•  External Sector: Balance of Payments, which included introduction of quarterly statistics, Private Capital Flows and In-
ternational Investment Position.

•  Financial Sector: coverage of financial statistics and the reconciliation of monetary and financial accounts.
•  Population and demographic statistics: population projection, including projection taking into account HIV/AIDS, cen-

sus preparation documents, etc.
•  Poverty Statistics: detailed analysis of household income and expenditure, poverty profiles and CPI weights.
•  Education Statistics: improvement in data collection instruments and general improvements of education statistics.
•  Health Statistics: general improvement of statistics including management of information and development of the 

health information system.
 
Although not initially designed to strengthen statistics in other areas, the project has also provided assistance in carto-
graphic mapping and Geographical Information Systems; statistical organization – strategic plans; gender; vital registra-
tion; judicial statistics; trade statistics; improvement of websites and dissemination policies. More recently, the promotion 
of cooperation among statistical agencies on the national and regional level and strengthening of statistical system as part 
of the strategy to reduce poverty have also been added to the scope of the project.

The project has also organized joint training seminars with other regional agencies such as East AFRITAC on Producer Price 
Index, and Macro Economic and Financial Management Institute (MEFMI) of the Eastern and Southern Africa, on Private 
Capital Flows. 

4. Up coming workshops 

Upcoming workshops include:

•  Undertaking of Statistics Awareness workshops – dates to be decided by participating countries
•  Regional National Accounts and Private Capital Flows seminars with MEFMI – Venue and time to be agreed.
•  GDDS regional workshop (Project Wrap-up) – Gaborone, Botswana, early 2006.
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