Regional Workshop on the African
Comparison of PPP-adjusted GDPs and

Price Level Differentials
Accra, Ghana, 28 November — 2 December 2007

Accra Declaration on

Statistical Development in Africa
Arising From the African Development Bank’s
International Comparison Program (ICP) Workshop

The Heads of National Statistical Offices (NSOs) from 50 African
countries, meeting in Accra on December 1, 2007, and following up
on the Yaounde Declaration on Statistical Development in Africa;

Encouraged by the reinvigoration of the collaboration between the
African Union Commission (AUC), the African Development Bank
(AfDB), the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African
Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) and their enhanced partner-
ship in statistical development, in the implementation of the Refer-
ence Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical Capacity Building

in Africa (RRSF) and supporting STATCOM-Africa;

Commending the effective manner in which the AfDB implemented
the ICP-Africa as a statistical capacity building activity in participat-
ing member countries;

Commending the dedication with which participating sub-regional
organizations (AFRISTAT, COMESA, ECOWAS, SADC) coordi-
nated and supervised the implementation of the survey at the regional
level;

Commending the Governments for participating and for providing
financial contribution;

Considering that this is the most successful Africa wide statistical en-
deavour lead by an African institution;

Considering the need to strengthen all African statistical initiatives in
order to ensure sustainability of statistical programmes and country
ownership;

Considering the significant role played by statistical training centres
in human capacity development in the region;
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11.

Committing ourselves to the adoption of the Reference Regional Stra-
tegic Framework for Statistical Capacity Building in Africa (RRSF),
with particular emphasis on coordination and creating synergies as
well as an optimal use of resources which should be allocated to sta-
tistical development;

Taking into account the increased demand for statistics due to the
commitment of the development community to managing for de-
velopment results, focusing on measuring results, and emphasizing
quantitative targets in the MDGs, NEPAD initiative, as well as the
requirements for monitoring progress within PRSPs;

Appreciating the support rendered by African Development Bank
(AfDB) to countries in strengthening their price statistics activities,
improvements of their national accounts; and in the development of
their National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS).

Commitments:

The Heads of NSOs, having reviewed and endorsed the results of the in-
ternational comparison programme of participating countries in the Inter-
national Comparison Program for the Africa region (ICP-Africa), commit

to:

Actively pursue the dissemination of the ICP Results;

Integrate the ICP activities into their CPI activities;

Implement the Reference Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical
Capacity building in Africa (RRSF);

Cooperate technically among themselves.

Recommend

a) To the African governments to:
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Implement the RRSF through the development and implementation of
the NSDS;

Promote statistical harmonization work by ensuring that STATCOM-
Africa operates as a programming framework in the area of statistics;
Increase advocacy and sensitization on the ICP activities to decision
makers, and in particular, at the highest levels of government;
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* Give a higher priority, including providing adequate funding, for
the development of statistics to support evidence based development
strategies in the countries.

b) To bilateral, international and regional organizations to:

* Maintain and strengthen their statistical support to African countries
within the context of the Reference Regional Strategic Framework
for Statistical Capacity building in Africa (RRSF) and the National
Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS);

* Continue work in the area of statistical capacity building by scaling up
financial and material resources to statistical activities;

* Continue to work towards sustainability of synergies already
developed;

* Ensure that aid resources are allocated effectively.
¢) To the African Development Bank in particular, to:

* Significantly scale up a follow up statistical capacity building program
that will assist countries to strengthen their statistical capacities to
support MDGs monitoring and the results agenda;

* Strengthen all African statistical initiatives in order to ensure
sustainability of statistical programmes and country ownership;

e Further strengthen the ICP so as to ensure continuity during the inter-
survey period;

* Increase its advocacy role for ICP at high levels;

* Assist countries in their dissemination efforts as well as improving on
their statistical literacy campaigns;

* Support countries’ adherence to international standards;

* Support Statistical Training Centres (STCs) in order to enhance human
resource development for national statistical systems in Africa;

* Support technical cooperation among countries;

* Consider moresuitable mechanismsin its procurementand disbursement
procedures for small projects which require quick and uninterrupted
disbursement;

* Strengthen and support the establishment of statistical activities in
regional economic communities recognized by the Africa Union
Commission.

Adopted in Accra, 1 December, 2007.
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Atelier régional sur la validation des
résultats de la décomposition du PIB déflaté
par les PPA et les niveaux des prix
générés par le PCI-Afrique
Accra, Ghana, 28 Novembre — 02 Décembre 2007
Declaration D’accra Sur Le Developpement

Statistique Issue Du Seminaire De La Banque
Africaine De Developpement Sur Le Programme De Com-
paraison Internationale Pour Lafrique

1. Les Directeurs généraux des instituts nationaux de statistique (INS)
de 50 pays africains, réunis & Accra, le 1¢ décembre 2007, donnant
suite 4 la Déclaration de Yaoundé sur le Développement de la Statis-
tique en Afrique;

2. Encouragés par la redynamisation de la collaboration entre la Com-
mission de I'Union Africaine (CUA), la Banque africaine de dévelop-
pement (BAD), la Commission économique des Nations Unies pour
I'Afrique (CEA) et la Fondation pour le renforcement des capacités
en Afrique (ACBF), ainsi que par le renforcement de leur partena-
riat pour le développement statistique, la mise en ceuvre du cadre
stratégique régional de référence pour le renforcement des capacités

statistiques en Afrique (CSRR) et 'appui 8 STATCOM-Afrique;

3. Se félicitant de lefficacité avec laquelle la Banque africaine de déve-
loppement a conduit le PCI-Afrique en tant qu’activité de renforce-
ment des capacités statistiques des pays membres participants;

4. Se félicitant de esprit d’engagement démontré par les organisations
sous-régionales participants (AFRISTAT, COMESA, CEDEAO,
SADC) dans la coordination et la mise en ceuvre de I'enquéte au ni-
veau régional;

5. Se félicitant de la participation et 'appui financier apporté par les
gouvernements;

6. Considérant qu’il s'agit de la plus grande réussite, parmi les initiatives
statistiques panafricaines réalisées par une institution africaine;
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11.

Considérant la nécessité de renforcer toutes les initiatives statistiques
africaines afin d’assurer la pérennité des programmes statistiques et
leur appropriation par les pays;

Considérant le role fondamental joué par les centres de formation sta-
tistique dans le renforcement des capacités humaines dans la région;

Engagés a adopter le cadre stratégique régional de référence pour le
renforcement des capacités statistiques en Afrique (CSRR), avec un
accent particulier sur la coordination et le développement de syner-
gies, ainsi qu'une utilisation optimale des ressources a consacrer au
développement de la statistique;

Considérant la demande croissante de statistiques procédant de I'en-
gagement des partenaires au développement a la gestion axée sur les
résultats et le développement effectif, donc a la mesure des résultats, a
la fixation d’objectifs quantitatifs au regard des Objectifs du Millénai-
re pour le Développement (OMD), du NEPAD et du suivi nécessaire
de I’évolution des DSRP;

Reconnaissants 4 la BAD pour son assistance aux pays dans le ren-
forcement de leurs activités de statistiques des prix, 'amélioration de
leurs comptes nationaux et dans I'élaboration de stratégies nationales

de développement de la statistique (SNDS);

Engagements

Les responsables des INS, ayant examiné et entériné les résultats des pays
participant au Programme de Comparaison Internationale pour I'Afrique

(PCI- Afrique) s'engagent a:
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Poursuivre activement la diffusion des résultats du PCI;

Intégrer les activités du PCI dans leurs activités des indices de prix a la
consommation;

Mettre en ceuvre le cadre stratégique régional de référence pour le
renforcement des capacités statistiques en Afrique (CSRR);

Coopérer techniquement entre eux.
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Recommandent

a) aux gouvernements africains de:

mettre en ceuvre le CSRR a travers la mise en ceuvre des SNDS qu'’ils
auront élaborés;

favoriser ’harmonisation des travaux statistiques en veillant & ce que
STATCOM-Afrique fonctionne comme cadre de programmation dans
le domaine de la statistique;

renforcer les activités de plaidoyer et de sensibilisation relatives aux
activités PCI destinées aux décideurs, et en particulier aux niveaux les
plus élevés des gouvernements;

réserver une plus haute priorité, ainsi que des financements adaptés au
développement de la statistique, afin d’appuyer les stratégies nationales
de développement basées sur des éléments factuels;

b) aux organisations bilatérales, régionales et internationales, de:

maintenir et renforcer leur appui statistique aux pays africains, dans le
cadre du cadre stratégique régional de référence pour le renforcement
des capacités statistiques en Afrique (CSRR) et des stratégies nationales
de développement de la statistique (SNDS);

continuer a ceuvrer au renforcement des capacités statistiques, en
apportant leur appui financier et humain aux activités statistiques;
poursuivre leurs actions visant la pérennisation des synergies déja
existantes;

veiller & une allocation efficace des ressources au titre de laide.

¢) a la Banque africaine de développement, en particulier, de:

mettre en place un programme élargi de suivi du renforcement des
capacités statistiques pour aider les pays & améliorer leurs statistiques
en vue du suivi des OMD et du cadre de mesure des résultats du
développement;

renforcer toutes les initiatives statistiques africaines afin d'assurer la
durabilité des programmes et leur appropriation par les pays;
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renforcer davantage le PCI afin d'en assurer la continuité entre deux
périodes d’enquéte;

accroitre son role de plaidoyer pour le PCI aux niveaux les plus élevés ;
assister les paysdansleurs efforts de diffusion ainsi que dansl'amélioration
de leurs campagnes sur la culture statistique;

appuyer les pays a adhérer aux normes internationales;

appuyer les centres de formation statistique (CFS) afin de renforcer
le développement des ressources humaines des systémes statistiques
nationaux en Afrique;

Appuyer la coopération technique entre les pays;

Considérer Dapplication, dans ses procédures d’acquisitions et de
décaissement, de mécanismes plus adaptés aux petits projets qui exigent
des décaissements rapides et ininterrompus;

renforcer et appuyer la mise en place d’activités statistiques au niveau des
Communautés économiques régionales reconnues par la Commission
de I’'Union africaine.

Adoptée a Accra, le 1 décembre 2007.
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Conclusions and Recommendations of the
First Meeting of the Statistical Commission

for Africa (StatCom-Africa I)

Addis Ababa, 21-23 January 2008

Preamble
Noting with satisfaction the establishment of the African Centre for Sta-
tistics (ACS) following the repositioning exercise that took place at the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) during the
year 2000;

Having examined reports on (i) statistical development in Africa, (ii) mil-
lennium development goals (MDGs), (iii) the International Comparison
Programme for Africa (ICP-Africa), (iv) the implementation of the Ref-
erence Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical Capacity Building in
Africa (RRSF), and (v) basic economic statistics and national accounts;

Considering reports from working groups on the MDGs, National Ac-
counts, Informal Sector, Data Management, Statistical Training, and Gen-
der Statistics;

1aking cognizance of a number of programmatic issues including (i) the im-
plementation of the 2006-2007 and the planned 2008-2009 programmes
of work, (ii) the follow-up report of the fifth and last meeting of the Com-
mittee on Development Information (CODI-V), the former subsidiary
body of the UNECA in charge of statistics.

A. African Statistics Award

The Statistical Commission for Africa:

(a) Welcomes with appreciation the establishment of an African Statistics
Award that will recognise the achievement in statistics of African
statisticians to the benefit of Africa;

(b) Commends the Executive Secretary of the UNECA on whom was

bestowed an award for his efforts as a champion of statistics in Africa
and for his major contribution in revamping the statistical function at

UNECA;

(c) Bestows Africa Statistics Awards, on behalf of the African statistical
community, on five persons who had, over many years, played
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leading roles in the development of statistics on the continent namely
Mr Julien Amegandjin, Mr Oladejo Ajayi, Mr Kweku deGraft-Johnson,
Mr Lamine Diop, and Mr Pali Lehohla.

B. Bureau of StatCom-Africa
The Statistical Commission for Africa:

(a) Commends the outgoing Bureau of the Subcommittee on Statistics of
CODI-V for their leadership and excellent work undertaken

(b) Elects the following Bureau of the first meeting of StatCom-Africa:

Chair: South Africa
Vice-chair: Morocco

Second vice-chair: Niger

First rapporteur: Uganda
Second rapporteur: Cameroun

C. Statistical Commission for Africa
The Statistical Commission for Africa:

(a) Takes note of the goals and objectives of the StatCom-Africa as the
apex body in charge of statistics and statistical development on the
continent;

(b) Recommends that, in line with the statute for the UN subsidiary bodies,
StatCom-Africa should meet every two years and serve as Africa’s link to
the global statistical system, through the UN Statistical Commission;

(c) Agrees that, in the year when StatCom-Africa is not meeting, the
Bureau of StatCom-Africa, in collaboration with the Africa Symposium
on Statistical Development (ASSD) and the African Statistical
Coordination Committee (ASCC), will prepare a report to be presented
to the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning, and
Economic Development and to the global UN Statistical Commission
by the Bureau of StatCom-Africa. In the year that StatCom-Africa
meets, the Bureau will report to StatCom-Africa on the progress
between the two sessions.
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Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of the
Statistical Commission for Africa (StatCom-Africa I)

(d) Agrees that the ASSD should focus primarily on supporting the 2010
Round of Population and Housing Censuses, but recommends that
it should also serve as a platform for discussions pertaining to other

statistical issues including possible topics of interest for StatCom-
Africa.

D. Statistical coordination
The Statistical Commission for Africa:

(a) Welcomes with appreciation the report of the African Development
Bank (AfDB) on the African Statistical Coordination Committee
(ASCCQC) and endorses the establishment of such a committee;

(b) Agrees that the membership to the ASCC should be expanded to include
regional and sub-regional organisations, the Friends of UNECA, and
should report to the bureau of StatCom-Africa;

(c) Requests the ASCC to ensure that their work programme is in line with
that of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities

(CCSA) which is a global version of ASCC, to avoid duplication of

efforts;

(d) Requests that Terms of Reference (TOR) of the ASCC be prepared
and that the Committee work out a reporting mechanism on the
measurement, effectiveness and progress of statistical capacity building
in Africa.

E. Implementation of the Reference Regional Strategic Frame-

work for Statistical Capacity Building in Africa (RRSF)
The Statistical Commission for Africa:

(a) Welcomeswithappreciationthereportofthe AfDBontheimplementation
of National Strategies for the Development of Statistics;

(b) Recognises that financing statistical activities is a challenging task in
Africa and calls on the Forum on African Statistical Development
(FASDEV) meeting to consider this issue. It recommends that a
mechanism be put in place to measure statistical development which
would help donors monitor the progress made by countries and to
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