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AFRICA faces a double-edged challenge: it must drastically increase its citizens’ access to basic power services; and at the same time it must meet its
commitments under the climate change agreement. To accomplish this, African countries require substantial funding to develop energy services that
draw on the continent’s abundant renewable resources.

To support this, AfDB took a significant step forward with the approval of the Bank’s Group 2016-2025 Strategy for the New deal for Energy in Africa.
The New Deal proposes to be a game changer for the continent’s energy sector. It will foster the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals in
Africa as well as provide co-benefits for social, economic and environment sustainability in Africa. It will assist African countries in achieving the
COP21 Agreement on climate change.

Indeed, “Lighting up and powering Africa” has been one of the "High 5s" set by AfDB President Akinwumi Adesina since he took office. To
celebrate and showcase this ambitious goal, AfDB has been the key sponsor of a beautiful art exhibition called “Lumières d’Afriques” (“African
lights”) in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.

AfDB has committed to tripling its climate finance up to US $5 billion a year by 2020, including by leveraging more finance from climate funds such
as the Green Climate Fund, to which the Bank is newly accredited. AfDB’s aim is to deliver this support more efficiently, and will do this by
transforming the Bank, to transform Africa with a new institutional complex dedicated to power, energy, climate and green growth.

As President Adesina pointed out, “Without electricity there is no future, no growth, no progress”. To help countries achieve this while meeting their
urgent commitments to the climate change agreement, the Bank’s Group will focus this year specifically on energy and climate change during the
Annual Meetings starting on Monday May 23rd in Lusaka, Zambia.

Alex Rugamba  
Director of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC)
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AfDB-Climate Investment Funds: Focusing on climate solutions
Twenty-seven African countries, half of Africa, have considered climate-related solutions in their
development plans, according to the latest AfDB Climate Investment Funds (CIF) Annual Report
2015. The Bank is continuing to support CIF implementation through its goal of tripling its
climate financing by 2020, which will allow low to middle income countries to rethink their
approach to development by engaging in projects and programs which are climate-related and
financially viable.

AfDB strengthening support for economic growth in Mozambique
During a visit to Mozambique, the AfDB Group President announced the willingness of the Bank
to strengthen its financial support in priority areas such as energy, agriculture and infrastructure.
Mozambique is one of six African countries significantly affected by severe droughts that will
benefit from the Bank's emergency aid. A US$ 15 million total package will be paid in 2016 and
2017 for a program to combat drought.

AfDB and Global Environment Facility working towards greener growth in
Africa
The Global Environment Facility approved on April 15 funding of US$ 18 million in favor of two
projects co-financed by the AfDB. US$ 10 million will be spent to support African countries in the
preparation of renewable energy projects and US$ 8 million is intended to provide technical
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assistance to help improve urban planning and waste management in Cameroon.

 

 
SEFA: Award-winning Jumeme rural electrification project in Tanzania soon to
be operational
The Jumeme project in Tanzania is one of the first from the Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa’s
(SEFA) portfolio to become operational since the Fund's inception in 2012. The project for which
SEFA received the Power Transaction of the Year award in 2015, involves the installation of 300
mini hybrid networks using solar energy by 2020. It is "proof that with the right partners and the
right support, such innovative projects can become reality."

AfDB supports studies to operationalize power network across five Nile
Equatorial Lake Countries
The AfDB announced on April 19 that it is helping operationalize studies financed by the
European Union Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund which will provide professional advice on the
Nile Equatorial Lakes Subsidiary Action Program (NELSAP) Interconnection of Electric Grids
Project. The project aims to construct 927 kilometers of transmission lines and 17 associated
substations in Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda to improve
the region’s access to affordable electricity.

SE4All : Stakeholders meet for the first time to launch Cameroon’s national
action process
Stakeholders met for the first time on April 28-29 in Yaoundé to launch Cameroon’s national
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) action process. During the workshop, several working groups
were created to develop proposals for the country’s Action Agenda in the following priority
areas: access to electricity; access to modern and cleaner energy solutions; energy efficiency;
renewable energy; and regulatory framework, environment and financing mechanisms.

AfDB places energy at the forefront of Africa's development agenda
Given the importance the AfDB attaches to the region’s energy agenda, it made energy the
central theme of its 2016 Annual Meetings. Its energy-related project portfolio is currently valued
at about US$ 11 billion with loans exceeding US$ 1 billion per year. In addition, the Bank houses
and manages many initiatives related to energy, such as the "Sustainable Energy for All"
initiative (SE4All) and the African Renewable Energy Initiative which the Bank actively started. It
also finances major energy production projects across the continent such as the Noor-
Ouarzazate Solar Complex in Morocco and the wind project in Lake Turkana. With the goal of
releasing Africa’s enormous potential to meet its growing needs at its core, the Bank launched
the New Deal on Energy in Africa and the Transformative Partnership on Energy for Africa in
September 2015, in order to achieve universal access to electricity in Africa by 2025 .

The deployment of renewable energy in Eastern and Southern Africa in debate
The workshop co-organized by the AfDB on "climate change and strengthening the deployment
of renewable energy (RE) in Eastern and Southern Africa" was an opportunity to discuss the
realization of the region’s RE potential according to Nationally Determined Contributions
proposed during the Paris climate agreement negotiations. Policy makers, private sector
representatives and civil society were able to discuss opportunities the Paris Agreement offers,
strategies to facilitate investment in RE and financing of the region’s energy transition.

Africa, the next clean energy powerhouse?
The 4th edition of the Africa CEO Forum - the largest international meeting of policymakers and
African private sector financiers – of which the AfDB co-organized, provided an opportunity to
present the objectives of the New Deal on Energy in Africa. The New Deal is based on a
transformative partnership that requires the involvement of stakeholders from both the public
and private sectors.

CIF finances the transformation of Sierra Leone’s RE sector
The Climate Investment Funds gave a US$ 300,000 grant to Sierra Leone for the preparation of a
national investment plan to transform its renewable energy (RE) sector. This plan will be
developed as part of the CIF’s Scaling-up RE Program in low-income countries (SREP). Based on
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To effectively fight climate change
in Africa, empower African women
by Davinah Milenge Uwella

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
23-27 May 2016, Lusaka, Zambia:
2016 AfDB Annual Meeting: "Energy and

Climate Change"

6-9 June 2016, Washington DC, USA:
50th Meeting of the GEF Council

12-17 June 2016, Oaxaca, Mexico:
CIF committee meeting

28-30 June 2016, Kigali, Rwanda:
Africa Carbon Forum 2016

28-30 June 2016, Songdo, South Korea:
13th GCF Board meeting

 

an innovative approach, it will help remove obstacles to the development of RE and market
transformation.

Ruzizi III, the first hydropower public-private partnership project funded by
AfDB
The AfDB approved a loan of US$ 24 million to support Rwanda’s contribution to the
development of the multinational Ruzizi III hydropower project on March 16. This joint initiative
of the three Great Lakes Region countries (Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda)
includes the construction of a hydroelectric plant with a capacity of 147 MW. It will increase
Rwanda’s clean energy generation capacity by about 50 MW.

 

 
US$ 549 million for the fight against drought in West and Southern Africa
AfDB Group President, Akinwumi Adesina, announced on April 1, a US$ 549 million aid program
to benefit the 14 countries most affected by the drought in West and Southern Africa. In
addition, the Bank will accelerate the disbursement of funds to projects strengthening resilience
to drought-affected countries.

World Water Day
World Water Day (March 22) was an opportunity for the AfDB to reflect upon the importance it
attaches to the challenges of accessing water and sanitation in Africa. Through various
instruments, the Bank has approved 49 rural water supply and sanitation operations in 33
countries, contributing to improved resilience for some 170 million people.

 

 
African Lights, artistic incarnation of one of AfDB’s priorities
Fifty-four works of art by Fifty-four contemporary world renown African artists, one for each
country on the continent, contributed to a fabulous collection under the theme: the illuminated
Africa.
The "African Lights" exhibition, designed by African Artists for Development (AAD) was initiated
during COP21. Its message, “there is no future, growth or progress without electricity,” is
perfectly aligned with one of the Bank’s five priorities, namely "lighting and energizing Africa."
The AfDB has also partnered with AAD to bring this exhibition on tour in Africa, with its first stop
in Abidjan.

AfDB and UNDP: Cooperating in Sudan’s energy sector
The AfDB and UNDP began discussing opportunities for collaboration in Sudan’s energy sector
during a March 8 meeting. The UNDP’s US$ 85 million pilot project on solar energy in the health
services sector (Solar 4 Health) aims to identify sustainable energy solutions to make access to
healthcare services possible for all. The AfDB recently analyzed energy poverty in Sudan and
options to address it, particularly with respect to renewable energy.

To subscribe to Climate Finance, a publication of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC), unsubscribe or for
inquiries, please contact climatefinance@afdb.org. Click here for Climate Finance archives.
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