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Editorial

 
We welcome readers to Volume 13 of the African Statistical Journal and thank 
all those who continue to support the journal by contributing articles, read-
ing the articles, and making comments on different aspects of the journal.

In this volume, we are publishing four interesting papers. The first presents 
a grassroots focused index, which is constructed to measure grassroots per-
ception of the impact of development programs. It demonstrates the extent 
to which African governments and their development partners prioritize 
the grassroots in policy-making, policy implementation, and performance 
monitoring. The second paper examines the relationship over a short period 
of time between international trade and informal employment in countries 
of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) 
region. The results of the econometric estimations made on the basis of a 
theoretical model highlight the negative impact of international trade on 
informal employment in different countries of the region. The third paper 
is titled “Lessons from Census-taking in South Africa: Budgeting and Ac-
counting Experiences.” This aims to guide African statistical offices in the 
best way to set up budgeting and accounting systems when undertaking a 
census. The fourth paper presents an analysis of the tuition-free primary 
education in Uganda, based on household survey and institutional data. The 
paper highlights attrition as an area that warrants a specific policy response.

The volume also presents an account of the 58th Congress of the International 
Statistical Institute (ISI), held in Dublin, Ireland in August 2011. Attend-
ees included a number of practitioners, academics, and young statisticians 
from Africa. In total, 114 papers were presented from Africa. The Congress 
was one of the largest gatherings of African statisticians at an international 
statistics conference held outside Africa. It is important to mention that the 
Congress hosted a special thematic session on “African Demography: Struc-
ture, Change and Continuity,” which was organized and chaired by young 
African statisticians. In addition, Africa was honored with an invitation to 
present one of the two ISI President’s Invited Papers. This invitation was 
accepted by the Director of the African Center for Statistics at UNECA, 
who chose as his theme, “Fostering the Statistical Development of African 
Countries: Potential Roles of the International Statistical Institute.” 
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This volume announces three key forthcoming events: (i) the Third Meet-
ing of the Statistical Commission for Africa (StatCom-Africa III) to be 
held in Cape Town, South Africa from January 18–23, 2012 under the 
theme, “Harmonizing Statistics in Support of Economic, Monetary and 
Social Integration in Africa”; (ii) the 7th African Symposium on Statistical 
Development (ASSD) to be held back-to-back with StatCom-Africa III from 
January 18–20, 2012 under the theme, “Improving Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics: Institutional and Human Infrastructure in Africa”; and (iii) 
a Meeting of National Statistical Associations, also to be held back-to-back 
with StatCom-Africa III to establish the African Statistical Association. We 
hope that these meetings will be well attended.
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