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Dear Readers,

The surveys for price data collection for household consumption items and some of
specific national accounts activities, are underway in 50 countries. The heads of na-
tional statistical offices and the ICP national coordinating teams and as well as the

ICP coordinating teams at sub-regional organizations have shown commitment in the im-
plementation of the ICP-Africa to assure their success. Despite the financial constraints
that countries have been facing in implementing the program, they have continued to sub-
mit price data for household consumption items on time, with only a few lagging in sub-
mission by about a month. I wish to commend the countries and the sub-regional orga-
nizations for the efforts they are making to ensure Africa continues to participate in the
regional comparison program. The   continued partnership between the regional coordi-
nating team and national coordinating teams will allow us to meet these as well as other
challenges as we endevour together to build statistical capacity leading to  sustained im-
provements in the national statistical systems of the participating countries. I want to rei-
terate the Bank’s continued commitment to support statistical activities in countries. .  

The third regional workshop was held in Pretoria, South Africa, and was attended by most
of the countries including representatives from the Economic Commission for Africa, sub-
regional organizations and the ICP Global Office. The workshop was a success and I want
to thank all participants for the fruitful discussion, and particularly for the recommenda-
tions and conclusions aimed at improving the ICP-Africa implementation program. Du-
ring this workshop it was also agreed to hold the next workshop in October 2011. Un-
fortunately due to circumstances beyond the regional coordinating team, the workshop
was postponed to first quarter 2012. This set back has not affected the implementation
of the program - thanks to the national ICP coordinating team for the zealousness. 

I welcome you to the third issue of the ICP-Africa Newsletter which covers the second
and third quarters of 2011.  We will keep you informed of important issues concerning
the ongoing activities in participating countries and at the regional coordinating office.  We
shall continue to rely on ICP Sub-Regional and National coordinating teams, i.e. Price Sta-
tistics and National Accounts Experts as well as the ICP coordinating team at the sub-
regional organization to contribute to the Newsletter.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the ICP-Africa Newsletter.  I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank our editorial team.  We look forward to your feedback. 

Regards,

Oliver J.M Chinganya
Manager, Statistical Capacity Building Division, 
Statistics Department
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Regional Coordination 
News in Brief

Brief regional status report for the
ICP 2011 implementation in Africa

The African Development Bank provides
the overall management and coordination
of the 2011 ICP implementation in Africa.
The ICP 2011 round was launched in June
2010 and it was followed by a preparatory
workshop in September 2010 to ensure
countries were ready to implement the glo-
bal exercise as planned in January 2011.
The data collection for household
consumption items price data collection
started during the first quarter of 2011 in
most countries. 

Implementation of the 2011 ICP-Africa
dealt with both price and national accounts

activities which entails conducting surveys,
GDP breakdown compilation, collecting
National Accounts aggregates and asses-
sing the quality exhaustiveness of National
Accounts data. 

Price data collection on household
consumption items

The initial plan of the ICP-Africa program
was that countries collect data for house-
hold consumption survey on a monthly ba-
sis. However due to resource constraints,
the frequency of data collection was chan-
ged from monthly to mid-quarter months
with effect from June 2011. The new data
collection cycle conforms to the Global Of-
fice requirements. In this regard, countries
were requested to collect data in August,
November 2011 and February 2012 in or-
der to conform to the data collection cycle
of the global office. In addition, countries

were also requested to submit price data
of products which are common to both
ICP and CPI for the months when ICP-
Africa data collection is not being underta-
ken.

The Household consumption product list
has been updated to include the 16 fast
evolving technology products. Data col-
lection forms and a catalogue for these
products were elaborated and sent to ICP
participating countries along with the data
collection guidelines provided by the Glo-
bal Office. Collection forms of water tariff
were also sent to countries. 

Starting months of Data Collection 

Countries started collecting household
consumption items price data at different
points during the first six months of 2011
as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 Distribution of start months of data collection for household consumption survey

Months January February March April May June
Number of countries 27 6 4 4 1 2

As stated earlier, the lack of or inadequate
resources in some of the countries resul-
ted in variation of data collection points
depending on the accessibility to the avai-
lable resource envelope. The coverage of
data collection varies. In some countries
only capital cities, others capital and cities
and others have a national coverage; thus
29 countries have a national coverage
and 16 capital city and or other cities (for
some during early months of data collec-

tion). The latter category of countries
which started data collection late, extend
the coverage to the entire country inclu-
ding both urban and rural zones. 

Data Submission 

The distribution of data submission by coun-
tries to the regional office is presented in Ta-
ble 2. It indicates the numbers of participating
countries which submitted data in January,

February, March, April, May and June. Two
types of data were submitted: (i) national hou-
sehold survey data and (ii) data for products
which are common to both ICP and CPI. 

Forty six, thirty nine and eleven countries
have provided the AfDB with household
consumption data of the first second and
third quarters respectively. The AfDB and
participating countries are validating
these data using an iterative process.  

Months January February March April May June July August September
Number of countries 38 43 45 36 30 23 5 9 2

Table 2 Distribution of data submission for household consumption survey 

Data Processing tools 
at the national level 

The Africa region is using updated ver-
sions of the 2005 tools MERGE DATAFILE
and SEMPER to process and validate the
2011 Household consumption data at the
national level. These tools have been tes-
ted by countries. Following the tests they
identified some deficiencies, which have
been addressed and countries were provi-
ded with a newer version which now being
used for processing of the 2011 data at the
national level. The list of the 16 fast evolving

technology products was also included in
the latest versions of the tools. 

Fast evolving technology 

The Household consumption product list
has been updated to include the 16 fast
evolving technology products. Data col-
lection forms and a catalogue for these
products were elaborated and sent to
ICP participating countries along with the
data collection guidelines provided by the
Global Office. Collection forms of water
tariff were also sent to countries

National Accounts

For ICP 2011 Milestones, it was decided
that all participating countries provide na-
tional accounts data for latest year avai-
lable, in this case 2009. However during
the third regional workshop, Burundi and
Gabon chose 2008 as the latest year
available. National Accounts aggregates
have been collected for all the participa-
ting countries apart from Angola and Sey-
chelles. In the case of Seychelles, we ob-
tained the National Accounts aggregates
from the UNSD database. For Angola,
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we got the information from the AfDB
data portal. These data have been sub-
mitted to the Global office in compliance
with the data submission requirements of
the Global Office. In total National Ac-
counts aggregates for 51 countries na-
mely, Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
Comoros, Congo Democratic Republic,
Congo Republic, Cote D’Ivoire, Djibouti,
Egypt, Arab Republic, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea Conakry, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Ma-
lawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Sene-
gal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia,
Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Howe-
ver, the metadata for national accounts
are yet to be submitted.  Since the launch
of activities in January 2011, a number of
activities have been undertaken including
the following; 

• GDP breakdown into the 200 ICP-
Africa classification and the 155 Global
Office requirement has been comple-
ted and submitted to the Global Office
for 51 countries. As with the National
Accounts aggregates we didn’t have
disaggregated data for the Seychelles
and Angola and therefore the National
Accounts aggregates were used from
the UNSD and AfDB websites respec-
tively for 2009 and also used the struc-
ture of 2007, as provided during the
SADC National Accounts data valida-
tion workshop held in Botswana.  The
metadata will be submitted to the glo-
bal office after the countries complete
the Model Report on Expenditure Sta-
tistics (MORES) questionnaires some-
time in the first quarter of 2012. 

• Almost all participating countries have
completed the quality assurance and
exhaustiveness questionnaires either
during the last Regional workshop held
in Pretoria or the follow up workshop
held Tunis in July for countries which
did not participate in the Pretoria
workshop. Preliminary assessment of
the responses of the quality assurance
and exhaustiveness questionnaires
points  to a number of problems which
suggests that the guidelines to  coun-
tries may  not have  very clear. We
have raised these concerns with the
Global office and  have promised to
provide more elaborate notes. 

• The Global Office developed an EX-
CEL version of the template of the Mo-
del Report on Expenditure Statistics
(MORES). It was sent to the Regional
Coordinators as well as posted on the
ICP website. It is currently available in
three languages – English, French and
Spanish – and the Arabic version will
soon be available. The MORES will as-
sist the participating countries on com-
piling detailed expenditure values for
each basic heading of the ICP classifi-
cation, to document the relevant split-
ting approach, and provide the indica-
tors that were/are used to estimate the
expenditure values for a benchmark
year (the latest year for which required
data is available) and for the reference
year 2011. 

• Regarding the rent survey, most of the
countries do not meet the data requi-
rements (more than 25% of dwellings
rented distributed evenly throughout
the country) to conduct the rental sur-
veys and collect rents to calculate
PPPs using the standard procedure.
The resolution made at the Pretoria
workshop is that countries will use the
quantity approach to calculate volumes
of housing services generated in the
country. For the latest year available
data collection will be conducted in the
period January to March 2012 while for
2011 data collection will be conducted
in the period October to December
2012. At the last Regional Coordina-
tors meeting held in Washington DC
from the 5th to the 6th of October
2011, the global office asked reques-
ted that countries  collect rental data
even when they didn’t meet the mini-
mum data requirements. This possibi-
lity will be discussed during  the next
Regional workshop scheduled to be
held in the first quarter of 2012.

• Initial Instructions had been given to
countries to collect the data on com-
pensation of employees in the third
and fourth quarters of 2011 following
the guidelines provided by the global
office. However, at short notice the
Global office changed the time table to
the first quarter of next year for the la-
test year available.. For countries that
have been collecting data will not be
affected  since   the reference period is
2009 regardless whether the data were
collected in the fourth quarter of 2011
or first quarter 2012(The information
on government compensation is
being/will be extracted from official Go-

vernment pay scales and supplemen-
tary information from social security
institutions. We expect to have some
results from countries before the next
Regional workshop.

All the necessary materials (question-
naires and catalogues) for Machinery
and Equipment in both French and En-
glish were sent to the countries after
the Pretoria. During the workshop, it
was  resolved that the survey will be
conducted by National Accountants in
collaboration with the Price Statisti-
cians and other staff working in the
NSO especially those in charge of mer-
chandise trade statistics. However, we
have discovered that some countries
have already engaged or shortlisted
consultants to undertake the survey. 

• We resolved during the Pretoria works-
hop that the national accountants in
the respective NSOs will spearhead
the data collection of the construction
survey in conjunction with local experts
in the construction industry. However,
we have noted that some countries
especially in the COMESA region have
opted to engage consultants to un-
dertake this survey. Materials and
questionnaires were sent to countries
in both languages, as well as the brie-
fing and selection criteria notes  for na-
tional experts as soon as they provided
as   by the Global office in late October
2011. That led to the proposal to start
data collection in the first quarter of
2012  but still collect data for the refe-
rence year 2011.

Funding

Funding of ICP 2011 round activities has
remained a challenge for most of the
countries largely because of delays in the
implementation of the SCBII and poor ab-
sorption capacity of some of the coun-
tries.  In addition, there were delays or a
lack of justification of earlier disburse-
ments to enable subsequent releases.
However, AfBD is making every thing pos-
sible to resolve the situation to ensure
that the program is not disrupted. Despite
the funding problem countries are expe-
riences, the head of national statistical
office have shown commitment to ensu-
ring that the implementation of the ICP in
Africa succeeds, and this is evident from
the data so far submitted to the regional
office. The ICP regional coordinating office
commends the efforts the countries  and
SRO’s are making in this regard. It is en-
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visaged that the funding situation will be
normalized in January 2012. 

The 3rd ICP-Africa Regional
Workshop

The third Regional workshop was held in
Pretoria, South Africa from June 27 to July
1 2011, attended by national accounts and
price statisticians from the following regio-
nal member countries (RMCs): Algeria, Be-
nin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Ca-
meroon, Central African Republic, Chad,
Comoros, Congo Democratic Republic,
Congo Republic, Cote D’Ivoire, Egypt,
Arab Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia,
Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea
Conakry, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Nami-
bia, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Prin-
cipe, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Swa-
ziland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. Participants from twelve
countries did not manage to attend largely
due to immigration formalities. In atten-
dance too were representatives of Sub-
Regional organizations, Statistical training
centers and the Global office.

The main objective of the third regional
workshop of the ICP-Africa was to re-
view and validate the prices data collec-
ted for household consumption item and
as well review that the data national ac-
counts for 2009.. The workshop conduc-
ted the prices and national accounts ses-
sions in parallel. 

This workshop was preceded by a se-
cond regional workshop held in Tunisia in
September 2010 aimed at assisting par-
ticipating countries in various tasks related
to the preparatory work leading to price
collection of household consumption
items and related activities, which started
in January 2011

Prices session

The Prices group, main recommenda-
tions and conclusions concerned data
transmission dates, Semper data valida-
tion, product identification and rapid pro-
duct obsolescence. 

Data  transmission :

- The deadline for transmitting validated
2010 data to the AfDB and to SROs
was August 15 2011. 

- The deadline for transmitting validated
2011 data as well as updated com-

ments on  availability and importance
matrices to the AfDB was  set for July
10, 2011. 

SEMPER and data validation

- The Semper validation tool will be re-
viewed by the AfDB to correct short-
comings identified, especially the pro-
blem of units of measurement. and .
develop a macro program that would
assist resolve these issues. Data files
must be accompanied by a validation
report explaining the discrepancies.

Products identification in general and
rapid obsolescence products:

- Data collectors and supervisors must
make a great deal of effort to comply
with product descriptions listed in ca-
talogs when collecting prices to en-
sure inter-country comparability.

- As regards the traceability of products
in terms of the location of the outlets,
in urban or rural areas or in the capital,
countries must use the column "Re-
mark" to record the location of the out-
let.

For the identification of high-tech pro-
ducts, focus should be on packaged pro-
ducts where you can read the specifica-
tions (model, No. of series, etc.). If the
product is unpacked, you must request
the packaging box and / or the user ma-
nual. If the product meeting the specifi-
cations does not exist on the market, then
we can get the closest product to the
desired product. An additional list consis-
ting of new technological products will be
added to the regional list. Meanwhile,
countries must collect prices for all avai-
lable products.

National Accounts

The national Accounts group, made  re-
commendations and conclusions concer-
ning methodologies and data collection of
national accounts specific surveys and
data transmission dates for national ac-
counts aggregates, GDP breakdown and
completion of National Accounts ques-
tionnaires. 

- The most important recommendation
made during the National Accounts
group session was the formation of a
working group on national Accounts
aspects related to the ICP-Africa pro-
gram. It was named the Africa Expert

Resource ICP National Accounts
group (AFRINA). It is composed of
AFRISTAT, ECA, AfDB, Statistical Trai-
ning Centers (ENSEA Abidjan, EASTC
Dar es Salaam, ISAE, Makerere Uni-
versity, INSEA Rabat and some 2011
ICP participating countries (Algeria,
Morocco, Madagascar, South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Mauritius). Its overall
objective is to support the regional of-
fice in ensuring that GDP expenditures
compiled by the countries participa-
ting in the 2011 round of ICP are
sound in terms of the adherence to
the SNA-93 and have complete co-
verage of the goods and services wi-
thin the SNA’s production boundary to
ensure they are as comparable as
possible across the countries. AFRINA
will also be responsible for underta-
king further research on treatment of
certain NA activities especially the
comparison resistant areas.

Specific surveys

Housing and dwelling services 

- Data collection on rentals will be
conducted twice – before August and
in December 2011. The first quantity
survey, related to the latest year, 2009,
will take place in the first quarter of
2012 and the second one, related to
2011 will be held in the 4th quarter of
2012. The user cost method will be
used to estimate the total value of im-
puted rents.

Compensation of government 
employees 

- Salary rates, total expenditures on Go-
vernment compensation, and other re-
quired general indicators will be ga-
thered from Government Finance
Statistics database and any other rele-
vant administrative source. Data for the
latest year will be gathered and valida-
ted in the first quarter of 2012 and sub-
mitted in the second quarter of 2012;
data for reference year 2011 will be
gathered and validated in the 4th quar-
ter of 2012 and submitted in the 1st
quarter of 2013.

Machinery and Equipment

- Surveys will be conducted in Septem-
ber 2011 by National Accountants in
collaboration with the Price Statisti-
cians and other staff working in the
NSO especially those in charge of mer-
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chandise trade statistics In this regard
NSOs are advised not hire external ma-
chinery and equipment experts. Data
collection should be completed and
submitted to the Regional office be-
fore the end of 2011.

Construction and Civil Engineering

- National accounts national experts in
the respective NSOs will spearhead
the data collection in conjunction with

local experts in the construction in-
dustry. Data collection is expected to
be undertaken between July and Oc-
tober 2011 upon receipt of  relevant
notes including selection criteria from
the Global office.

Private Education

- data will be collected or extracted  from
administrative records , and validated

in the first quarter of 2012, and  trans-
mitted to the AfDB in the second quar-
ter of 2012. 

Similar recommendations and conclu-
sions were made during a  follow up
workshop  organized in Tunis from 8-12
August 2011 for countries which did not
attend the Pretoria workshop to ensure all
participating countries have the same in-
formation regarding the implementation
of the ICP 2011. 

SPOTLIGHT 

News from some sub-regions

AFRISTAT

This section provides a summary of the
third quarter activities undertaken within
the framework of the implementation of

the 2011 ICP-AFRICA in countries covered
by AFRISTAT.

National Accounts

All AFRISTAT countries carried out the
2009 GDP breakdown into basic headings
with the exception of Equatorial Guinea
who is getting down to it. Forms for com-
pleteness and quality control of the natio-

nal accounts have been filled by fifteen
out of twenty countries. Congo, DRC, Gui-
nea Bissau, Equatorial Guinea and Togo
are now finalizing their MORES question-
naires.

The status of the implementation of speci-
fic surveys is presented in the table below.
Few countries have conducted or are
about to undertake these surveys. 

Specific Survey
Countries having undertaken or
are about to conduct 
specific surveys 

Countries which have yet to conduct specific surveys 

Construction and Civil 
engineering 

GUINEE,MALI,  NIGER, RCA, 
SENEGAL

BENIN, BURKINA FASO, CAMEROUN, CAP VERT, COMORES, CONGO,
COTE D’IVOIRE, GABON, GUINEE BISSAU, GUINEE EQUATORIALE,
MAURITANIE, RD CONGO, SAO TOME 
PRINCIPE,  TCHAD, TOGO

Machinery and equipment  
MALI, SAO TOME PRINCIPE, SENE-
GAL, 

BENIN, BURKINA FASO, CAMEROUN, CAP VERT, COMORES, CONGO,
COTE D’IVOIRE, GABON, GUINEE BISSAU, GUINEE EQUATORIALE,
GUINEE,  MAURITANIE, NIGER, RCA, RD CONGO, TCHAD, TOGO

Housing BENIN, GUINEE, MALI

BURKINA FASO, CAMEROUN, CAP VERT, COMORES, CONGO, COTE
D’IVOIRE, GABON, GUINEE BISSAU, GUINEE 
EQUATORIALE,  MAURITANIE, NIGER, RCA, RD CONGO, SAO TOME
PRINCIPE, SENEGAL, TCHAD, TOGO

Compensation of government
employees 

BENIN, COMORES, GUINEE BISSAU,
GUINEE, MALI, 

BURKINA FASO, CAMEROUN, CAP VERT, CONGO, COTE D’IVOIRE,
GABON,  GUINEE EQUATORIALE,  MAURITANIE, NIGER, RCA, RD
CONGO, SAO TOME PRINCIPE, SENEGAL, TCHAD, TOGO

Table 3 Status of the implementation of specific surveys
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The difficulties encountered by countries in
the implementation of the national accounts
component of the program are twofold: (i) fi-
nancial as many countries run out of money
and even those who received specific funds
have given priority to data collection of hou-
sehold consumption survey; (ii) technical
(some data entry screens are not functional,
methodologies and survey instruments de-
veloped provided to countries are not detai-
led enough to be used easily). However all
countries are planning to conduct all specific
surveys during the first quarter 2012 when re-
sources are available.

Price

The following outputs were obtained follo-
wing the conduct of price activities 

• Activities of price collection are ongoing
in 17 countries (Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cameroun, Cap Vert, République Cen-
trafricaine, Tchad, Comores, Congo,
Côte d'Ivoire, RD Congo, Guinée Bis-
sau, Guinée Conakry, Mali, Niger, Sao
Tome & Principe, Sénégal et Togo).  Ga-
bon and Equatorial Guinea, the two
ADB countries do not have resources to
undertake price collection activities. 

• AfDB provided all countries with  upda-
ted data processing tools  (Merge,
Semper and Elfa);

• Nine (09) countries (Benin, Cape Verde,
Comoros, Mali, Niger,CAR, DRC, Sao
Tome & Principe and Senegal) have
submitted 2011 first and second quar-
ters data ;

• Two (02) countries (Niger and Sao Tome
& Principe) have submitted data for the
third quarter of 2011.

Following the information given by coun-
tries about the inconsistencies of units of
measure in the data collection forms and
in data processing tools, the AfDB ad-
dressed the issues during the third quarter
of 2011 and provided countries with the
corrected tools.

Financial constraints have forced some
countries to limit the scope of the house-
hold consumption survey to capital city
and prevented AFRISTAT from providing in
country support and undertaking supervi-
sion missions. Country support was enti-
rely given through electronic exchanges
and telephone.

Way Forward

For the last quarter to come, the activities
undertaken since the beginning of 2011

will be continued and further action taken
as necessary. They will include:

• Monitoring the 2011 data collection in
AFRISTAT countries;

• On request providing countries with
support for work of the 2011 ICP-
Africa round.

COMESA

COMESA 2011 ICP Pro-gress Report

Prices Component 

Supervision missions are ongoing in the
Member States and will be concluded be-
fore the end of November 2011 except for
Egypt that will be visited early next year. 

The supervision missions are focused on
price taking or price collection proce-
dures, training of data collec-tors, data
captures and con-tinuous supervision and
training of the same. The other dimension
of emphasis is the consistency and com-
pleteness of the data col-lected or just
country level data validation. 

As at the beginning of No-vember 2011
the COMESA Secretariat had visited Na-
tional Statistical Offices (NSOs) of Ethiopia,
Rwanda, Burundi, Djibouti, and Su-dan. It
is planned that similar supervision missions
will be mounted in Uganda, Kenya, and
Madagascar in the mid-dle of November
2011 and in Egypt a little later on. 

Out of a group of five coun-tries that have
been visited so far it was observed that
data capturing is lagging behind in Burundi,
Djibouti and Rwanda. The same countries
designed time framed work plans to reduce
the backlog. In all the coun-tries it was ob-
served that there is need to increase the
number of price quotations for some spe-
cific products to improve the reasonable-
ness of the estimates. In other words some
products have relatively high price quota-
tions, as high as fifty yet other products
have as few as one quotation. Relatively
fewer quotations negate the international
comparison. Generally it is reasonable for
homogeneous products (electricity tariffs)
to have fewer quotations yet gar-ments
(children’s clothing) that are largely hetero-
gene-ous require as many quota-tions as
possible to yield reliable estimates. 

One other particular problem observed was
the high prevalence of product errors inter-
twined with price errors or the so called non
sam-pling errors (NSE). In other words

wrong products were being priced in some
cases. This obviously leads to wrong ave-
rage product prices; it was noted that in
some instances data collec-tors were not
following the 2011 ICP product specifica-
tions. Corrective measures were amplified
with a view of reducing the prevalence of
such cases and more impor-tantly briefing
data collectors on the same going forward
so that they reduce the NSEs. 

Whilst timeliness has im-proved as a result
of timely execution of tasks and changing
price taking fre-quency from monthly to
quarterly except where data capturing re-
mains behind, intra country data validation is
ongoing in an iterative manner and has to re-
flect and be guided by the pre-vailing ma-
croeconomic con-ditions in different coun-
tries. In other words some coun-tries have
relatively higher rates of inflation as meas-
ured by the national CPI than others and
price devia-tions are likely to differ along
such lines. Uganda has been able to provide
com-mon products between the ICP 2011
and the national Consumer Price Index (CPI)
for the months of July and September 2011.
This is a perfectly reasonable idea that has
been recommended to other countries. The
good part about this exercise is that it can
be done in retro-spect given that price col-
lec-tion for the national CPI is one of the high
profile rou-tine activities of the NSOs. In all
the countries that were visited the emphasis
has been the need to pursue sound price ta-
king proce-dures characterized by con-sis-
tent training and briefing of data collectors
and cap-tures. The objective is not to get rid
of any price observa-tions that seem ex-
treme but to investigate if the same prices
are genuine or not. 

National Accounts Component 

Supervision missions were conducted to
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Djibouti and
the Sudan (North) to assess the status of
imple-mentation of 2011 ICP. The mis-
sions were undertaken during September
and Octo-ber of 2011. Similar missions
are planned during the sec-ond half of
November to Uganda, Kenya and Mada-
gascar. This covers all ICP participating
COMESA member countries except
Egypt. The following para-graphs high-
light the activities under taken in the imple-
mentation of 2011 ICP by member states
visited under the supervision missions. 

National Accounts Surveys 

1. All member states have decided to
outsource the survey on construction and
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civil engineering. The survey is currently
ongoing in one member state and two
oth-ers have tendered the work. The re-
maining two are also preparing to issue
the ten-der. Most countries are planning
to complete the survey and submit by
end of the year and the remaining few by
January 2012. 

2. Statistical Offices in three countries
have decided to conduct the survey on
ma-chinery and equipment using their
own staff while the re-maining two are
planning to outsource the survey work.
Most countries plan to com-plete the
work and submit the result before end of
the year. The remaining coun-tries pro-
gram to submit the work by end of Ja-
nuary, 2012. 

3. Regarding compensation of govern-
ment employees the work is ongoing in
most countries. It is expected that all will
complete the ques-tionnaire and submit
before the end of the year. 

National Accounts Data 

1. Ethiopia and Rwanda have final GDP
numbers for the period 2005 – 2009.
Both countries plan to com-pile provisio-
nal estimates for 2010 and produce and
sub-mit the GDP for 2005 - 2010 disag-
gregated into 155 BHs. 

2. Djibouti is not currently compiling
national accounts statistics. The only data
available are the ones com-piled by the
IMF in collabora-tion with the Central
Bank of Djibouti. The IMF team goes to
Djibouti for a short period every year and
produces estimates for few selected ma-
croeconomic indicators. Djibouti, howe-
ver, has GDP for the period 2005 - 2009
disaggregated into 200 BHs. This was
compiled in Octo-ber 2010 by an expa-
triate consultant. The consultant mana-
ged to compile the matrix based on wha-
tever available data, though scanty and
inadequate, at the time. 

3. There is a problem in the Sudan regar-
ding national accounts statistics. The pro-
blem is basically associ-ated with the se-
paration of South Sudan. The national
accounts data of Sudan has not yet been
split into north and south for the years
prior to the separation. There is no official
position so far to compile the GDP of
North Sudan for the period before sepa-
ration. If that is not done it is impossible to
have a comparable series of na-tional ac-
counts numbers. The national accounts

team, however, has agreed to pre-pare
unofficial crude esti-mates of GDP for
North Su-dan for the years 2009 and
2010 for the purpose of ICP exercise.

SADC

1. Introduction and Background

This progress report at-tempts to provide
a review of activities undertaken during
the second quarter of 2011 regarding the
progress achieved in project imple-men-
tation for the Statistical Capacity Building
(SCB II) project. The SCB II is being im-
plemented in the African region since
2009. The pro-gram originally expected to
have ended in December 2010 was ex-
tended to now end in December 2011.
The primary focus of the exten-sion relate
to implementation of activities for the 2011
ICP – Africa. The program is funded and
closely super-vised by the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) but is coordinated by
the Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) in the sub region. 

From the fourteen participat-ing member
states, twelve are directly catered for un-
der SADC according to the ar-range-
ments of the AfDB; Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo and Madagascar are
catered for under the Eco-nomic and
Statistical Obser-vatory for sub-Saharan
Af-rica (AFRISTAT) and the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(CO-MESA) respectively. Angola has not
been participating in the program. 

1.1 Protocol of Agree-ments 
and implementation 

The SADC Secretariat and the Bank are
in the process of signing an Amendment
to the Protocol of Agreement (POA) that
was signed for SCB II between the SADC
Secretariat and the Bank. The amend-
ment is to facili-tate the extension of the
SCB II from ending Decem-ber 2010 to
end December 2011. Subsequent to this
amendments to POAs signed between
SADC Se-cretariat and Malawi and Le-
sotho will be undertaken to reflect the
extension of the SCB II. 

1.2 Audits of the reports for the 2005 
ICP round

The SADC Secretariat has engaged
KPMG Zambia to undertake audits of
funds for the SADC countries that had
not yet undertaken audits over funds
used for the 2005 ICP round. However,

only four instead of five countries are being
audited as Zim-babwe has already enga-
ged a local firm to audit their ac-counts
and the report sub-mitted by the auditors
has been deemed acceptable by the
SADC audit office. Tan-zania and Zambia
had also used the offices of their Auditor
Generals for this exercise, however, their
re-ports were deemed not sat-isfactory
hence they are be-ing audited again. 

2. Progress during the second 
quarter of 2011 

2.1 SADC Harmonized Consumer 
Price Index

The SADC Secretariat in collaboration with
COMESA and the National Statistical Of-
fices (NSOs) of respective SADC Member
States has been developing the Harmo-ni-
zed Consumer Price Indi-ces (HCPIs) for
the region. The Stage 1 HCPI is being
compiled on monthly basis since January
2011 from the national HCPIs of SADC
Member States. Since May 2011 fourteen
SADC Mem-ber States were participating
in the compilation of the SADC Stage I
HCPI includ-ing  Botswana, Lesotho, De-
mocratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar,
Ma-lawi, Mauritius, Mozam-bique, Nami-
bia, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zim-babwe. An-
gola is the only SADC country that has not
been participating in the HCPI process
this far. The SADC HCPI will be formally
disseminated following SADC Council of
Ministers approval expected to be granted
during the next Council meeting schedu-
led for August 2011. 

2.2 Implementation of the 2011 ICP 
Activities in Member States

2.2.1 Revision of budgets

Based on the dissemination of the infor-
mation regarding the new cycle of price
collec-tion for the 2011 ICP round, mem-
ber states were advised to revise their
budgets sub-mitted earlier to accommo-
date this development re-garding new
cycle for data collection. The budgets
were revised collaboratively by the coun-
tries, SADC Secretariat and the Bank,
using the template provided by AfDB to
guide the process. By the 30th June
2011, the final versions of the revised
budgets of the eleven SADC countries
supervised by SADC under ICP that have
been participating in the SCB II and 2011
ICP were submitted to the Bank. Leso-
tho is the only country that was yet to fi-
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nalize the budget, while South Africa op-
ted not to receive any funds from the
AfDB under the SCB II program. 

2.3.2 2011 ICP data collec-tion, 
processing and sub-mission status

During the second quarter for the months
of April and May, the number of coun-
tries that collected price data for the 2011
ICP declined to eight since Botswana
dis-continued data collection in March
2011. However, this number increased to
twelve in June 2011 when Tanzania and
Mozambique started data collection and
Bot-swana resumed data collec-tion in
the two big cities of Botswana: Gaborone
and Francistown.  

Most countries had submit-ted data for
the first two months (January and Febru-
ary) of the year by June 2011. The reason
for the slow pace of submission was the
fact that data proc-essing tools were dis-
tributed late to member states hence they
could not do all the necessary processing
on time. Tanzania and Mozam-bique sub-
mitted the price data for the CPI-ICP com-
mon products for the missing months. Si-

milarly Botswana also submitted data for
March to May 2011 for prod-ucts com-
mon to both CPI-ICP products.
Table 1 below provides a summary of
data collection and submission status by
member states. 

2.3 Participation in the 3rd Regional
Workshop on 2011 ICP

The third regional work-shop on 2011
ICP organ-ised by the AfDB was held in
Pretoria from the 27th June to 01st July
2011. The SADC Secretariat was repre-
sented at the work-shop in both the
prices and national accounts ses-sions.
The main objectives of the workshop in-
cluded: intra-country data valida-tion of
the first quarter of 2011 prices data, and
in-ter-country data validation of the 2010
prices and National Accounts data. The
key recommendations from the works-
hop include the following:

➢AfDB should improve communication
with the countries; they should at least
acknowledge receipt of the docu-
ments or data from the countries. The
Bank should also improve on keeping

record of the data submitted by coun-
tries to avoid having to ask countries to
submit the same documents or data
several times.

➢There is a need for AfDB to finalize the
templates such as data entry sheets,
sent to countries before distrib-uting
them. This will save time, avoid confu-
sion and reduce work-load, which are
always encountered when tem-plates
which are al-ready in use are modi-fied
and countries have to redo the work in
the new format. 

➢AfDB should improve their country
contact da-tabase to make sure the
information they send to countries
reach every-one on time.

➢Countries should con-tinue the valida-
tion of ICP prices data for 2010 and for
the first quarter of 2011 and submit on
agreed dates.

➢There is a need to en-sure consistency
among existing ICP data, e.g. between
prices collected in field and prices em-
bedded in GDP expenditures; be-
tween production and expenditure
data; and between producers and pur-
chasers prices.
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Country
Start of Data

Collection
Data collection status

Progress reporting 
status

Data submission status
Revalidated and 
resubmitted after Pretoria

Angola

Botswana Jan-11
Discontinued in March
2011, resumed in June
2011 for 2 big cities

Up to April 2011
Jan - Apr 2011(Mar, Apr -
CPI-ICP)

√

Lesotho Jan-11 Ongoing
UP to March 2011, but not
elaborate (not in the requested
format). 

Jan- Mar 2011 √

Malawi Jan-11 Ongoing Up to March 2011 Jan - Feb 2011

Mauritius Jan-11 Ongoing Up to May 2011 Jan-May 2011 √

Mozambique Jun-11 Ongoing No report yet Jan-May 2011(CPI-ICP) √

Namibia Jan-11 Ongoing Up to April 2011 Jan - Apr 2011

Seychelles Jan-11 Ongoing Up to February 2011

South Africa Feb-11 Ongoing Up to May 2011 Feb - Apr 2011 √ (Feb – Mar)

Swaziland Jan-11 Ongoing No report Jan - Mar 2011 √

Tanzania Jun-11 Ongoing No report yet Jan - Apr 2011(CPI-ICP)

Zambia Jan-11 Ongoing No report Jan - Mar 2011

Zimbabwe Jan-11 Ongoing Up to February 2011 Jan - May 2011 √ (Jan, Mar-May)

Table 4 2011 ICP Data collection, submission and reporting status as at end of June 2011
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3. Challenges 

The need for more up-dated informa-
tion from AfDB regarding financial dis-
bursement of funds to member states
for the 2011 ICP poses difficulties for
SADC sectretriat when attempting to
respond to Member States inquiries on
same.

4. Recommendations

The following are recom-mendations for
considera-tion by AfDB:

(i) AfDB to constantly pro-vide effective
feedback on progress reports ( fi-nan-
cial, supervisory missions e.t.c) sub-
mit-ted to AfDB stating whether mee-
ting best practices and expected
standards;

(ii) AfDB to ensure to communicate to
SRO/RECs new rules and regulations
govern-ing program implemen-tation.
A case in point being the need for Re-
gional Member Coun-tries to seek for
a no Objection  from AfDB to use own
funds for 2011 ICP activities to be able
to effect reimbursement of the said
funds;

(iii)AfDB should clearly spell out the ex-
pected role of the SADC Se-cretariat
whenever meet-ings/workshops/se-
minars are organized for SADC mem-
ber states when funding for such
events would be sour-ced directly from
AfDB headquarters.

5. Plans for the third quarter of 2011,
July – September 2011

The main activities planned to be under-
taken during the third quarter will include
the following:

(i) Coordination of 2011 ICP activities in
mem-ber states;

(ii) Undertake a supervi-sory mission to
Sey-chelles whose main objective is to
review progress in the imple-mentation
of the 2011 ICP, supervise intra-coun-
try data validation and assist Sey-
chelles with the implementa-tion of the
administra-tive and financial regu-la-
tions of the Bank as they participate for
the first time in the pro-gram;

(iii) Initiate the audits process for the SCB
II funds relating to Leso-tho and Ma-
lawi, the only two countries which re-
ceived fund-ing under SCB II from
SADC Secretariat.

Other News

ICP Global Meetings 
and International Conference

5th TAG Meeting 

The Fifth Meeting of the ICP Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) took place on Oc-
tober 3-4, 2011, at the World Bank in
Washington DC, to discuss a number of
issues including the potential use of pro-
ductivity adjustments for several compo-
nents, some investigations into informal
construction, estimating PPPs for edu-
cation using a quantity approach, a clus-
tering approach for data validation, and
issues associated with extrapolating
PPPs to form time series. In attendance
were TAG members as well as Regional`
Coordinators, as observers. 

The following recommendations were made
at the 5th TAG meeting concerned pro-
ductivity adjustments to Government col-
lective services and extrapolation of PPPs:

Productivity adjustments for Government
collective services

• Productivity adjustments should be
made in each region to government
collective services as well as for health
and education services provided by
not-for-profit units. To the extent pos-
sible, the adjustments should be ba-
sed on labour and capital stock data
specific to each country. However,
some countries will have to “borrow”
adjustment factors from countries with
similar economies in their region.

• Productivity adjustments should be
made for all countries using an input-
based (i.e. compensation) approach
when aggregating the regional results
to a global total, even if a region does
not explicitly adjust for productivity dif-
ferences between countries in its re-
gional results. 

Extrapolation of PPPS

• The Global Office should take every
opportunity to educate users of PPP
data by describing the implications of
the assumptions involved in extrapo-
lating PPPs. Emphasis should be
made that the extrapolated series are
very rough estimates rather than the
target that the 2011 ICP benchmarks
should be aiming for.

• An annual update would be the best
means of compiling annual series of
PPPs. Once the 2011 ICP round is
completed it would be a useful exer-
cise for the Global Office to investi-
gate the possibilities of producing such
series based on a combination of CPI
data and a limited amount of price col-
lection.

5th Regional Coordinators meeting
October 5-6, 2011

The 5th Regional Coordinators meeting
was held at the World Bank in Washing-
ton DC on the 5th and 6th of October
2011. The global office and the Regional
Coordinators discussed country partici-
pation in the regions including existing
and possible risks. 

The work plan for data collection and
submission dates for the main survey
was the main objective of the meeting.
The Special surveys and National Ac-
counts activities were also discussed pla-
cing emphasis on methodological as-
pects. 

IARIW Conference

A paper prepared by Oliver Chinganya,
Abdoulaye Adam and Marc Kouakou en-
titled Comparative analysis of costs of
some selected infrastructure compo-
nents across Africa from the 2005 results
of the International Comparison Program
for Africa (ICI-Africa) was presented at
the Conference on Measuring National
Income, Wealth, Poverty and Inequality in
African Countries, co-organized by the
IARIW and Statistics South Africa and
held in Cape Town, South Africa Sep-
tember 28-October 1. 

The paper analyzes the distribution of
price levels of these economic drivers,
since these contribute to the cost of
doing business in Africa. For this pur-
pose, price level indices (PLIs) have been
computed to provide a comparison of
the cost of selected infrastructure com-
ponents across African countries. 

The data used were collected from the
2005 round of the International Compari-
son Program (ICP) in Africa, covering 48 out
of a total of 52 countries and 22 major ag-
gregates of the national accounts, The pa-
per is posted on the IARIW website at
http://www.iariw.org/c2011.php.
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