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This report continues the tradition of excellent
collaboration among the Pan African institutions —
the African Union Commission (AUC), the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA),
the African Development Bank (AfDB), and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). It
provides the latest update on Africa’s progress to-
wards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
following the landmark September 2010 High
Level Panel event. This event noted that the global
achievement of the MDGs by 2015 is still possible
through strengthened international partnership,
closer collaboration between national authorities
and development partners, and committed political
will at the national level.

The report notes that progress toward the MDGs
is continuing, but that the food, fuel, and financial
crises over the past few years, coupled with the
instability in North Africa in 2011, may impact on
the pace of advancement. This calls for efforts to
be redoubled to preserve gains and ensure success.

In particular, declines in labor productivity, increas-
ing youth unemployment, and rising numbers of
working poor are worrisome trends for the conti-
nent. Indeed, the recent political developments in
North Africa and the Middle East are a wake-up
call both for Africa and other global regions on
the need for a more inclusive and equitable ap-
proach to growth.

The rising numbers of the working poor should
also remind us that the essence of job creation is
to provide a decent living wage and not simply a

wage. Furthermore, the disproportionate represen-
tation of women among the ranks of the working
poor calls for more concerted efforts to address
the gender imbalance in the workforce, focusing
not only on the share of female employees but
on their distribution across the broad spectrum of
occupational and skills categories.

The report underscores that the MDGs are closely
interlinked, hence the need for an integrated ap-
proach to accelerate their achievement. To this
end, it is imperative that policymakers prioritize
those interventions that will have the greatest
leverage or cascading effects on a wider range
of indicators. For instance, we know that gender
empowerment, education, poverty, and health are
inextricably linked. We must therefore exploit these
and other relationships to sharpen the strategic
focus of our interventions.

Monitoring is central to assessing performance on
the MDGs. Effective monitoring requires more sub-
stantial investments in data collection, analysis, and
dissemination than is currently the case in Africa.
Improved data coverage and quality, particularly
at subnational levels, are critical for unmasking
intra-country variations on MDGs performance
and in identifying pockets of vulnerability as a
basis for targeted interventions. Indeed, this report
continues to observe considerable variations in
MDGs performance between subregions, within
subregions, and within individual countries.

Despite the slow progress recorded on several indi-
cators in Africa, there are a number of documented
best practices and lessons that can be harnessed
in order to accelerate progress. It is encouraging
to note that these success stories can be found
even in countries recovering from conflicts, such
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as Liberia and Sierra Leone. These countries have
made remarkable progress in infant mortality
(Liberia) and maternal health (Sierra Leone). Their
performance demonstrates that with the right level
of political will and appropriate external support,
the MDGs can be achieved even under very dif-
ficult conditions.

In this report we underscore the potential for social
protection programs in accelerating progress to-
ward the MDGs. Consequently, we urge policymak-
ers to recalibrate their social protection programs,
so that they are perceived not as handouts but
rather as measures to strengthen productive assets.
These perspectives are pertinent and timely in light
of the impact of the food, fuel, and financial crises
on the lives of many. It is clear that the role of the
state in designing and implementing innovative
and fiscally sustainable social protection programs
is more vital now than ever before.

Domestic resources must be complemented by
scaled-up development assistance if African coun-
tries are to attain the MDGs. In this regard, we
call for increased development assistance for the
achievement of the MDGs in Africa and note with
concern that several Official Development Assist-
ance (ODA) commitments to Africa, including those
made in Monterrey in 2002, Gleneagles in 2005,
and L'Aquila in 2009, have yet to be fulfilled. A
more worrisome prospect is that they are even

Jean Ping Donald Kaberuka
Chairperson President
African Union African Development
Commission Bank Group

less likely to be met in the current environment
of fiscal consolidation in response to the global
economic crisis. However, it is encouraging to note
that developing countries are benefiting from new
donors that are non-DAC members and from pri-
vate sector donations from advanced economies.
Nonetheless, aid to African countries is expected
to rise by only 1 percent per year between 2011
and 2013, in real terms. Beyond advocacy for more
ODA, stepped-up efforts are therefore required on
a number of fronts, namely to seek out alternative
sources of financing; to be more judicious in the use
of existing resources; and to develop credible and
robust systems of domestic resource mobilization.

Undoubtedly, aid effectiveness requires close align-
ment of donor assistance with national priorities,
including the MDGs. To this end, implementation
of the Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Ac-
tion is key to ensuring a sharper focus by donors
on the objectives of recipient countries toward
poverty reduction and development.

We wish to thank all those who have contributed
to the preparation of this report. We commend
and encourage the report’s commitment to take
into account the views and experiences of lead-
ers, policymakers, and development practitioners
who are actively promoting the achievement of
the MDGs in Africa and especially in meeting the
agreed targets.

Abdoulie Janneh
Executive Secretary
Economic Commission
for Africa

Helen Clark
Administrator
United Nations
Development
Programme
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This report is a joint product of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), African
Union Commission (AUC), African Development
Bank (AfDB), and the United Nation Development
Programme-Regional Bureau for Africa (UNDP-
RBA). It has been prepared by a core team led by
Bartholomew Armah, Chief of the MDGs/LDCs
Section, Economic Development and NEPAD Divi-
sion (EDND) (ECA), Dossina Yeo, Acting Head of
Statistics Division, Economic Affairs Department
(AUQ), Beejaye Kokil, Manager of Economic and So-
cial Statistics Division (AfDB), and Ayodele Odusola,
MDG Advisor, Strategic Advisory Unit, Regional
Bureau for Africa (UNDP). The team included Adrian
Gauci (ECA), Ndinaye Sekwi Charumbira (AUQ),
Maurice Mubila (AfDB), Chrystelle Tsafack Temah
(ECA), Julianne Deitch (ECA), Selamawit Mussie
(AfDB/ECA), Tsega H. Belai (ECA), Janet Byaruhanga
(AUCQ), Leila Ben Ali (AUC), Abdellaziz Ben Hadj
Abdellatif (AfDB), Alice Nabalamba (AfDB), Mulle
Chikoko (AfDB), Sebastian Levine (UNDP), Sofiane
Kouidhi (UNDP), Deniz Kellocioglu (ECA), Meron
Assefa Arega (ECA), and Alassane Drabo (ECA).

The work was carried out under the supervision
of Professor Emmanuel Nnadozie, Director of the
Economic Development and NEPAD Division (ECA),
Dr. René N'Guettia Kouassi, Director of Economic
Affairs Department (AUC), Dr. Charles Leyeka
Lufumpa, Director, Statistics Department (AfDB),
and Pedro Conceicdo, Chief Economist, Regional
Bureau for Africa (UNDP).

The report was prepared under the general
direction of Dr. Maxwell Mkwezalamba (AUC

Commissioner for Economic Affairs), Mrs Jennifer
Kargbo (ECA Deputy Executive Secretary), Profes-
sor Mthuli Ncube (AfDB Chief Economist & Vice
President), and Mr. Tegegnework Gettu, Director
of UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa (UNDP). The
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Ex-
ecutive Secretary of ECA, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh,
the Chairperson of the AUC, Dr. Jean Ping, the
President of the African Development Bank, Dr.
Donald Kaberuka, and Helen Clark, Administrator
UNDP, provided general guidance.

Many others outside the core team provided
useful comments. This includes Dimitri Sanga,
Thokozile Ruzvidzo Adam Elhiraika (ECA) and
Oumou Camara (AUC). In particular, this report
was enriched through contributions by additional
resource persons, namely: Elizabeth Eilor (ECA) on
Goal 3; Mady Biaye and Fredrick Mugisha (UNFPA)
on Goal 5; Warren Naamara (UNAIDS) and Juliet
Nabyonga (WHO) on Goal 6; Andrew Mold (OECD)
on Goal 8; and Andrew Mundalo Allieu (ILO) on
Social Protection. Raj Gautam Mitra (ECA) assisted
in enriching the data components of the report.
Data used in this report mainly emanate from the
database of the United Nations Statistics Division
(UNSD). However, where UNSD data were not
current, data from international organizations
such as World Health Organization (WHO), the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD), International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU), United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the
World Bank were used. Some of the background
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work was supported by resources provided by ECA
Joint Pool Partners.

The team undertook a wide range of consultations
for this Report from the initial concept note to the
final draft. These consultations included an Africa
regional expert group and validation meeting on
the MDGs held in Kampala, Uganda on March
10-11, 2011. The countries represented at the ad
hoc expert group meeting, along with the names
of the experts are: : H.E. Ambassador Ben-
lounes Rachid; : Appolinaire Adeyemi Tol-
legbe, Apko Samuel Romain; : Tebatso

Chalashika; : Severin Tchomthé;
. lyo Ghilain Yvon; : Ah-
mat Al-hadj Hamida, Mbaiogoum; . Fred

Chrisian Bokilo, Bassisila Theophile Seraphin;
: Kone Mibanaw Hippolype;

: Godfroid Kabuki Sin-
zidi; : Abdourazak Aden Okieh;
Ahmed Fahmy Shahin; : Markos Feleke
Koira; Gabon: Edwige Nfoure Ella;

Samba Jallow; : H. E. Kwesi Quartey, W|I-

liam Okaikoe, Adjei-Fosu Kwaku, Enyan Ernest;

. Balde Saikou Ahmed Tidiane, Charles

Yaya Diallo; - Idilio Sousa Condeiro;

: Liniwe Maleleka; - Vita Ishmael

Tue; : Randranjanaka Niana Raveloma-
nana; : Victoria Chanaichi Geresomo;

Moriba Doumbia; : Ould Salem Samba;

: Jumoondar Sunkur;

Sergio Sebastiao Helg; : Jan Johannes

Swartz, Sapaloy Tuleingepo Quita, Esther llonga;
: Bakaye Saadou, Karimou Bassirou;

Muhammad Sani Abdullahi, Lawal Yusuf Abok|
: Fausto Policarpo Abreu

das Neves, Hengdos Santos; : Nalar Ko-

nady Serge Manel, Ousmane Diop;

Christian Faure; : Andrew Kamara;

. Jibril Mohammed Osman;

: Christopher Mulaudzi, Hugo Bassoon, Stan
Montsho; : H.E. Ambassador Akuei
Bona Malwal, Somaia Omer; : Da-
vid Nkosinathi Kuene; . Elide Mwanri;

. Sodokpo-Afan Mwaoussi, Samati Komlan
Nouwokpo; : Faical Masmoudi;

John Male-Mukasa, Grace Gulree, Rutaro Thomas,
Lydia Tuhaise; : Linda Nyangu Chonya; and
: Hazel Chigwedere, Taizivei Mungate.

Also in attendance were: : Molalet Tsedke;
: Theophane Nikyema and David Marcos;

: Mugisha Polly; IL.0: Tite Habiyakare, Hon-

oré Toro Djerma, Theo Spaarboom; Salvator Matata
and Anthony Jude Walakira; EU: Elizabeth Ongom.

An abridged version of this Report was presented
to the Committee of Experts of the Fourth Joint
ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development and the AU Confer-
ence of African Ministers of Economy and Finance,
in March 2011, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This final
version has been enriched by their comments.
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List of

ACT Artemisinin-based Combination
Therapy

AfDB African Development Bank

AIDS Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome

ALSF African Legal Support Facility

ANEM Algeria National Employment
Agency

ART Antiretroviral Therapy

AUC African Union Commission

CAADP Comprehensive African Agriculture
Development Program

CAR Central African Republic

CARMMA  Campaign on Accelerated
Reduction of Maternal Mortality in

Africa
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity
CBHI Community Based Health Insurance

CDIAC Carbon Dioxide Information
Analysis Center

CFCs Chlorofluorocarbons

clIs Commonwealth of Independent
States

COPE Care of the People (Nigeria)

CPR Contraceptive Prevalence Rate

CSG Child Support Grant

DAC Development Assistance
Committee

DI Disability Insurance

DFID Department for International
Development (UK)

DHS Demographic and Health Survey

DOTS

DRC
EAC
ECA
ECOWAS

EDND

ERD
EPA
EPRI

ESA
EU
FAO
FHCI

FISP
FSP
GAFSP

GDP
GHI
GNI
GPI
HAART

HDI
HIPCs
HIV
ICT
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Directly Observed Short-Course
Treatment

Democratic Republic of Congo
East African Community
Economic Commission for Africa
Economic Community of West
African States

Economic Development and NEPAD
Division

European Report on Development
Economic Partnership Agreement
Economic Policy Research Institute
(South Africa)

Eastern and Southern Africa
European Union

Food and Agriculture Organization
Free Health Care Initiative (Sierra
Leone)

Farm Input Subsidy Program

Food Security Program

Global Agricultural and Food
Security Program

Gross Domestic Product

Global Hunger Index

Gross National Income

Gender Parity Index

Highly Active Anti-Retroviral
Treatment

Human Development Index
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
Information Communications
Technology



IFAD

IFPRI

IGAD

IGME

ILO
IMF
IMR
ITNs
ITU

IUCN

IUDs
LDCs
LEAP

LIFDC
MAF
MDGs
MMR
MPS
NEPAD

ODA
oDl

ODP
ODS
OECD

ovC
PEPFAR

PMTCT

International Fund for Agricultural
Development

International Food Policy Research
Institute

Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development

Inter-agency Group for Child
Mortality Estimation

International Labor Organization
International Monetary Fund
Infant Mortality Rate

Insecticide Treated Nets
International Telecommunication
Union

International Union for
Conservation of Nature
Intrauterine devices

Least Developed Countries
Livelihood Empowerment Against
Poverty program (Ghana)
Low-Income Food-Deficit Country
MDG Acceleration Framework
Millennium Development Goals
Maternal Mortality Ratio

Making Pregnancy Safe Initiative
New Partnership for Africa’s
Development

Official Development Assistance
Overseas Development Institute
(UK)

Ozone Depletion Potential

Ozone Depleting Substances
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
Orphans and Vulnerable Children
President’s Emergency Plan For
AIDS Relief (U.S.)

Prevention of Mother to Child
Transmission

PPP
PSNP

RSA
SADC

Sl

SOAP
SPF

B
USMR
UEMOA

UN
UNAIDS

UNDP

UNDP-RBA

UNESCO

UNFPA
UNICEF
UNSD
us$
WEFP
WHO
WTO

Purchasing Power Parity
Productive Safety Net Program
(Ethiopia)

Republic of South Africa
Southern African Development
Community

Social Insurance

State Old Age Pension

Social Protection Floor
Tuberculosis

Under-Five Mortality Rate

Union économigue et monétaire
ouest-africaine

United Nations

Joint United Nations Program on
HIV/AIDS

United Nations Development
Programme

United Nations Development
Programme — Regional Bureau for
Africa

United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations Population Fund
United Nations Children’s Fund
United Nations Statistics Division
American Dollars

World Food Program

World Health Organization
World Trade Organization
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