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AEC 2016 Plenary session 4:  

Reducing inequality through inclusive agro-allied industrialisation (UNDP) 

Guidelines for Panel Discussion 

Introduction:  

Recent research carried out by UNDP on inequality, growth and poverty in Africa highlights the 

strong relationship between growth and changes in poverty and the fact that high initial 

inequality reduces the poverty-reducing power of growth, and more so if inequality rises through 

the growth process1 . This analysis uses the Gini coefficient to demonstrate that some of the most 

unequal economies in the world are in Africa.  For instance, the average Gini coefficient in 

Africa is 0.43, which is 1.1 times the coefficient for the rest of the developing world, at 0.39. 

Furthermore, extreme inequality is also a distinct feature on the African continent. On average, 

the top 20 per cent of earners in Africa have an income that is over 10 times that of the bottom 

20 per cent. For other developing economies, this average is below 9. 

As such, maximizing the poverty reducing impact of growth relies on promoting inclusive 

growth.  Agro-allied industrialization provides an avenue to accelerate inclusive growth and 

structural transformation by increasing productivity and livelihoods in a sector that employs over 

half of Africa’s labor force and sustains growing urban areas and the service sector. Women are 

disproportionately highly represented in both the rural agricultural sector and urban service 

sectors both characterised by low productivity and incomes.   

Improving access to more advanced technology, strengthening agricultural value chains, land 

reform, better tailored and more accessible financing and insurance schemes are some of the 

necessary reforms required for small-scale farmers to raise productivity but also to enhance the 

resilience of the most vulnerable to the growing risks related to climate, market and political 

shocks.  In addition, the changing systems of land ownership and access has disadvantaged 

women and leads to unequal distribution of arable land and access to financial and other 

productive assets necessary for agricultural transformation and agro allied industrialisation to 

occur.  

 

Key questions to be addressed by the panel: 

1. What are the pathways to agro allied transformation that would eradicate poverty rates in 

rural spaces, smooth transitory income, and enable food insecure households to meet their 

food and nutritional needs as well as link smallholder farmers to larger agro-business firms?  

2. What are the structural constraints to Africa’s agro allied transformation and competitiveness 

from a political economy perspective? How can national actors including public and the 

private sectors overcome these constraints in a highly globablised and interconnected world?  
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3. Recognizing the key roles played by women, what are the key gender specific policies, 

strategies and actions that are essential for driving inclusive agro-allied industrialisation? 

4. What are some good examples of policies that have been implemented to overcome multiple 

market failures and imperfections and to improve an inclusive access to modern inputs, labor, 

land, finance, and other agricultural factors of production and markets in order to enable a 

dual structural transformation of agriculture and industry? 

5. What can we learn from successful country level interventions for inclusive agricultural 

transformation and agro-allied industrialisation? 

 

Format: 

The Plenary Session of the Conference will last 1.5 hours and will be addressed by a maximum 

of 5 panelists. A short keynote address (7-10 minutes) will precede the panel discussion.  The 

Moderator of the session will introduce each panelist and provide a contextual briefing with 

guiding questions to focus the interventions of the panelists.   

After the panelists’ interventions, the Moderator will invite succinct interventions from the 

participants and then permit panelists to wrap-up with responses to matters arising.   

The Moderator will allot time following these guidelines: 

Roles and Activities  

Moderator – Introductions and Briefing 6 minutes 

Moderator  - Transition between panelists 2 minutes 

Panelists – Each panelist presents (7 mins/10 mins) 30 minutes 

Moderator (Summary of panelists’ interventions) 5 minutes 

Open Discussion  25 minutes 

Response by Panelists (5 minutes each) 20 minutes 

Moderator Closing Remarks 2 minutes 

Total 1.5 hours 

 

The Moderator should ensure that these time limits are respected and not exceeded as it is 

important for the smooth progression of the Conference agenda. Finally, Moderators should ensure 

that the key issues of the sessions are captured by the rapporteurs.  


