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ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (ESIA) 
SUMMARY  

 
Project Name  :  Mombasa-Nairobi-Addis Ababa Road Corridor Phase II  
Countries  :  Ethiopia and Kenya 
Project Number : P-Z1-DB0-027  

 
1.  Introduction 
 
The project road is an important section of the Trans-African Highway Cairo-Cape town. Within 
Ethiopia and Kenya, the road is a link on the main Addis Ababa – Nairobi - Mombasa corridor. 
The road crosses the Ethiopia – Kenya border at Moyale. The Ethiopian section of the road 
from Ageremariam to Moyale is approximately 300 km long, while the Kenyan section from 
Moyale to Merille River is approximately 366 km in length. The construction and rehabilitation of 
these two missing links are part of the efforts by the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya to 
improve trade and regional economic integration between the two countries.  
 
Given the magnitude of the envisaged road works, aspects of environmental impacts and the 
potential number of households to be displaced, the project has been classified as Category 1 
in accordance with the ADB’s Environmental and Social Assessment Procedures (ESAP, June 
2001) and the respective laws and procedures of the respective countries. Based on the 
scoping studies, full Environmental and social impact assessments have been conducted. Their 
main objective is to ensure that negative environmental impacts of the project will be avoided or 
reduced to acceptable levels, and that positive impacts are enhanced so as to improve the 
overall environmental performance of the road project.   
 
 
2.   Project Description and Justification 
 
The proposed project intends to upgrade the Ageremariam – Moyale – Merille River Road to 
bitumen standard.   
 
On the Ethiopian side, the project road starts at Ageremariam town and connects five 
districts/woredas of the Borena Zone of the Oromia National Regional State, terminating at 
Moyale town on the Ethiopia-Kenya border.  The Ageremariam-Moyale section of the road will 
be upgraded according to DS3 standard of the Ethiopian Roads Authority (ERA) Design 
Manual. It involves the widening of the existing road which has an average carriageway 
width of 5.5-m and 0.5-m shoulders on both sides, to a 7-m carriageway and 1.5-m 
shoulders on both sides in flat and rolling sections or 7-m carriageway and variable 
shoulders in mountainous/escarpment sections.  Vertical and horizontal realignments will 
be necessary to fit DS3 standards, and drainage structures will be incorporated as 
necessary. 
 
The Kenyan section of the road, i.e. the Moyale –Merille River Road (A2), passes through two 
major towns in two districts, namely Moyale and Marsabit towns in Moyale and Marsabit 
Districts respectively, of Eastern Province.  The width of the bitumen surfaced carriageway will 
be 7-m, with shoulders 2-m in width. The project road will follow the existing alignment, as 
closely as practicable. However, some minimal realignment is foreseen.  Drainage structures 
will be newly constructed or rehabilitated, while junctions and accesses will be improved. 
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Project area location Map 
 

 
 
The current condition of the Ageremariam – Moyale – Merille River Road is very poor, and has 
hindered trade between Ethiopia and Kenya as well as the socio-economic development within 
the regional area that it serves.  Upgrading the road will have significant national and regional 
benefits. The implementation of the project, will greatly contribute to improving transport and 
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communication infrastructure among the horn and eastern Africa Countries, removing physical 
barriers to cross-border trade, and expanding market size beyond national boundaries.  For 
Ethiopia, the corridor will also constitute an economically viable alternative outlet to the sea 
through the port of Mombasa. At national levels, the project road connects the important coffee 
growing area of southern Ethiopia with the regional and national capitals, Awassa and Addis 
Ababa respectively. In Kenya, the road will play a pivotal role in facilitating development of the 
Arid and Semi-Arid northern region and integrate it with the rest of the country.  
 
 
3. Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework 
 
Ethiopia 
 
The Constitution of Ethiopia (August 1995) embodies the right of the Ethiopian people to 
development and to live in a clean and healthy environment. The Environmental Policy of 
Ethiopia (April 1997) aims to improve and enhance the health and quality of life of all 
Ethiopians, to promote sustainable social and economic development through sound 
management and use of natural, human-made and cultural resources and their environment as 
a whole, so as to meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.  It further seeks to ensure the empowerment and 
participation of the people and their organizations at all levels in environmental management 
activities, and to raise public awareness and promote understanding of the essential linkage 
between environment and development. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) policies are 
included in the cross-sectoral environmental policies. The EIA policies emphasis the early 
recognition of environmental issues in project planning, public participation, mitigation and 
environmental management, and capacity building at all levels of administration. 

 
Among the sectoral policies, the most relevant ones include Water Resources, Wildlife, 
Population, Health, HIV/AIDS and Women Policies. In addition, there are several Proclamations 
aimed at fostering environmental protection and sustainable use of the Country’s natural as well 
as man-made resources. These include the Proclamation on Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) and the Proclamation on Environmental Pollution Control (EPC), both of which came into 
effect in 2002. The EIA Proclamation makes an EIA mandatory for specified categories of 
activities undertaken either by the public or private sectors and is the legal tool for 
environmental planning, management and monitoring. The primary objective of the EPC 
Proclamation is to provide the basis from which the relevant ambient environmental standards 
applicable to Ethiopia can be developed, and to make the violation of these standards a 
punishable act. Other proclamations of relevance to the ESIA are those on Expropriation of 
Land Holdings and Payment of Compensation; Rural Land Administration and Land Use; 
Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage; Development, Conservation and Utilisation of 
Wildlife; Forest Development, Utilisation and Conservation; and Water Resources Management; 
Public Health. 
 
The National Environmental Protection Authority’s EIA Guidelines, Ethiopian Roads Authority’s 
Environmental Procedures Manual, African Development Bank (AfDB) Group’s Policy on the 
Environment (2004) and environmental institutions have been reviewed and incorporated into 
the EIA Report.  
 
In terms of the institutional and administrative framework, the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) was established in 2002 to provide for the protection and conservation of the 
broad environment, through the formulation of policies, strategies, laws and standards which 
foster social and economic development in an environmentally sustainable manner. The EPA is 

3 



 

responsible for reviewing and approving all environmental and social impact assessments.  The 
Environmental Protection Unit was created to ensure harmony with respect to the 
implementation of the environmental proclamations and other environmental protection 
requirements. The Regional Governments are responsible for planning, directing and 
developing social and economic programs, and protecting natural resources.  The Regions 
have established sectoral bureaux, commissions and authorities through which their functions 
are administrated.  Thus the Regional Environmental Agencies are responsible for the 
coordination, formulation and implementation of regional conservation strategies and for 
environmental monitoring, protection and regulation within the regions.     
 
The Ethiopian Roads Authority (ERA) was established in 1951.  ERA’s Environmental 
Monitoring and Safety Branch (EMSB) is responsible for setting and implementing ERA’s 
environmental guidelines.  It advises, coordinates and supervises aspects relevant to 
environmental management in the road sector.  The Right of Way Branch is under the 
Construction and Contract Administration Division, is responsible for making available the 
required land for road/highway construction and maintenance, the establishment of materials 
sources, and construction campsites, and for the implementation of resettlement action plans.  
 
Kenya 
 
Various sector specific legal instruments exist that cover environmental and social issues such as 
public health; soil erosion; protected areas; endangered species; water rights and water quality; 
air quality, noise and vibration; cultural, historical, scientific and archaeological sites; land use; 
resettlement; etc.   However, the main piece of legislation governing environmental management 
in Kenya is the Environmental Management and Co-ordination Act (EMCA) of 1999.  The main 
objective this Act is to provide for the establishment of an appropriate legal and institutional 
framework of the management of the environment in Kenya.  EMCA provided for the 
establishment of a National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), which became 
operational in July 2002.  NEMA has the statutory mandate to coordinate all environmental 
activities.  The Act makes environmental impact assessment mandatory for activities specified in 
its Second Schedule, including the rehabilitation of major roads. The Environmental (Impact 
Assessment and Audit) Regulations, 2003, provide the basis for procedures for carrying out 
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and Environmental Audits.  Several other regulations 
have been issued which have relevance to this ESIA, including the Environmental Management 
and Co-ordination (Waste Management) Regulations, 2006 and the Environmental Management 
and Coordination (Water Quality) Regulations, 2006. 
 
Other legal instruments applicable to environmental and social management with respect to this 
road project include: 
 
 Workmen’s Injury Benefits, 2007; 
 Occupational Safety and Health Act, 2007 (which incorporates Rules for Building Operations 

and Works of Engineering Construction; Health & Safety Committees; Noise Prevention and 
Control; Fire Risk Reduction) 

 Water Act, 2002 
 Traffic Act, Cap. 403. 
 Public Health Act, Cap 242 
 Wayleaves Act, Cap 292  
 Land Acquisition Act, Cap 295 
 Public Roads and Roads of Access Act, Cap 399 
 Chief’s Authority Act, Cap.128. 
 Wildlife Conservation and Management Act (CAP 376) of 1976  
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The National Environment Management Authority has the overall responsibility for approval of 
environmental assessment studies, enforcement and compliance as well as monitoring.  The 
Provincial and District Environment Officers represent NEMA at provincial and district levels, and 
are required to inspect and monitor all activities that may have environmental impacts, and to 
investigate any complaints and claims that the public may have with regard to environmental 
issues caused by any project or activity.    
 
Within the road sector, the Environmental and Social Unit (ESU) in the Ministry of Roads 
oversees management of environment and the preparation / implementation of EIAs for the road 
sector. 
 
 
4.   Description of the Project Environment  
 
The topography along the road from Ageremariam is initially rolling terrain followed by a long 
relatively flat stretch up to Moyale.  Soon after Moyale, as it enters Kenya, the land descends 
from the Ethiopian plateau to the low level plains of northern Kenya.  Here the road follows 
generally flat terrain to Merille River, apart from a mountainous section to the north and south of 
Marsabit.   The soils found along the project road range from sands, brownish to red silty clays, 
rocky stony lava soils, white and red sandy soils, and alluvial soils along the river beds.  Many 
sections of the road are prone to soil erosion. 
 
The project road is located in a number of climatic zones: from warm temperate around 
Ageremariam, to semi-arid at Moyale, and semi-arid and arid beyond Moyale up to Merille 
River, apart from the elevated areas of Mt Marsabit which is described as semi-humid.  Rainfall 
along the entire project area is bimodal, falling from March to May and September to December, 
and ranges from 300 mm in the arid parts to 1400 mm in the mountainous areas.  The general 
drainage pattern is towards the south east.  The project road does not cross any major 
perennial rivers, but there are several seasonal streams.   
 
The vegetation type varies considerably: in the lowlands the natural vegetation ranges from 
open grassland, Acacia woodland and bushland, giving way to deciduous woodland in some 
places, while natural tall forests and thick bush are found at higher elevations.  Gazetted forests 
along the road are the Megeda Regional Priority Forest Area just south of Ageremariam, and 
Mount Marsabit Forest Reserve. 
 
The entire project area is very rich in terms of wildlife and biodiversity. Along the Ethiopian 
section of the road, the road traverses two wildlife conservation areas, namely the Yabello 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Borena Controlled Hunting Area.  In Kenya, the road goes through three 
fauna sensitive areas, these being Marsabit National Reserve, Losai National Reserve and Dida 
Galgalu.  Marsabit National Reserve hosts some rare and endangered species, and there is an 
established elephant migration corridor between Samburu Game Reserve, Meru National Park 
and Marsabit National Reserve.  Mt. Marsabit Forest Reserve is a unique habitat for several 
endemic, rare, threatened or vulnerable plant species.  Both Yabello and Dida Galgalu are 
internationally recognised Important Bird Areas (IBAs), and both harbour some globally 
threatened avifaunal species. 

 
The total population of the Ethiopian project woredas (districts) is estimated to be 639,389, while 
that in the project districts in Kenya is 217,100. The average family size is between 4 and 5.   
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The majority of the population (73% to 85% along the Ethiopian and Kenyan sections of the 
project road, respectively) are pastoralists. Livestock husbandry is therefore the most 
important means of livelihood.  However, some agriculture is also practiced.  In the urban 
centres, people are involved in small businesses and wage employment.  Remittances are 
also an important source of income.  

 
 

5.   Project Alternatives 
  
In terms of route options, the existing road from Ageremariam to Moyale, and Moyale to Merille 
River was found to be technically, economically, and socio-environmentally the most feasible 
route to achieve the project objectives.  No alternative routes have been considered. The 
project alternatives to be considered therefore are the “no project” and “with project” options.   
 
From a purely environmental stand point, the “no project” option is preferable to implementation 
of the project, since it would avoid causing of any of the adverse impacts associated with the 
road upgrading activities. However, the potential social and economic benefits to the local 
population as well as the region would be foregone. The project road is important on a local, 
national as well as international level, as it .connects districts, towns and villages, and provides 
international connection from Ethiopia to Kenya through Moyale. Therefore in terms of social 
wellbeing and economic development, the benefits associated with the “with project” option 
outweigh the negative impacts arising from the project.  

 
 
6.   Potential Impacts and Mitigation/Enhancement Measures 
 
The rehabilitation of the Ageremariam – Moyale – Merille River Road is part of the Addis 
Ababa – Nairobi - Mombasa corridor of the Trans East African Highway. It will play a pivotal 
role in facilitating development of southern Ethiopia and northern Kenya as well as providing 
a crucial link between the two countries which will enhance regional trade, and contribute to 
increased security and conflict resolution in the project area.   The road will facilitate the 
tapping of the substantial resource potential of southern Ethiopia and northern Kenya.  
Ageremariam is a major coffee producing area, while the rest of the region is a key livestock-
keeping zone and has potential for tourism. Northern Kenya has also been a major oil 
exploration zone. A large part of the project area is prone to drought and famine; the provision 
of relief food and other forms of humanitarian aid is therefore frequently necessary. The 
improved road is expected to enable rapid emergency response. 
 
The upgraded road with its increased carriage width, improved geometry, smoothened surfaces 
and efficient drainage structures, will likely improve the drainage across and alongside the 
road, thus minimizing erosion and siltation problems during the operation phase. These 
measures will improve traffic conditions and reduce hazards for both motorised and non-
motorised traffic.  Vehicle operating costs will be reduced, and there will be savings in travel 
time. Access to social and economic amenities such as health facilities, schools and 
markets will be enhanced.  Job opportunities will be arise for workers to be recruited along 
the project road, both as skilled and unskilled labour.  The workforce will create a demand for 
services, such as catering and hospitality, supply of provisions, and thereby encourage small 
scale and micro ventures.   Thus the upgraded project road is expected to enhance the 
standard of living and socio-economic welfare of the people living within its zone of influence, 
as well as other road users from further afar.   
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However, the road rehabilitation project will also have adverse environmental and social 
impacts that are likely to result from construction activities and the road’s subsequent operation.  
Soil erosion, compaction and pollution will result from land clearing and grubbing, extraction 
of construction materials, compaction by heavy equipment, use of detours and access roads, 
and spillage of hazardous substances like fuel and oils. Deforestation, damage to natural 
vegetation and visual intrusion may be caused by clearance during widening of the road, 
construction of detour roads, exploitation of material sources and contractor’s site 
establishments (campsites, aggregate production and asphalt mixing plants). These impacts 
can be minimized by limiting land clearing to the imperative area for the project, applying half-
way construction method, adjusting the road construction for the dry season, lining the side and 
diversion drains, establishing vegetation or grasses on ground surfaces exposed to water or 
wind erosion, and restoring borrow pits, detours and access roads when construction is 
completed.  Material sources and the contractor’s site facilities should be carefully selected, 
forests and dense woodlands should be avoided, areas affected by temporary uses like borrow 
sites, campsites and access roads should be rehabilitated and replanted, and cutting of 
vegetation by the construction workforce prohibited.   
 
Potential Impacts on climate change will be caused by increased emissions of carbon monoxide, 
hydrocarbons, and nitrous oxides from vehicular exhaust pipes and operations equipment. Air 
pollution will increase due to increase in traffic brought by improvements in the road condition. In 
both country cases, measures will have to be implemented which will reduce the impacts to 
acceptable limits. Such measures include regular and adequate maintenance of diesel powered 
equipment during construction, and regulations on vehicle fitness and use of over-age vehicles. 
Internationally acceptable limits will have to be adopted and monitored for impact. With regard to 
immediate impacts to local populations, there will have to be control over building too near to the 
road to ensure minimum distance is maintained.   
 
Impacts on water resources include sedimentation and water pollution as a result of 
excavation, spillage of hazardous substances, and conflicts over water with existing 
users. Recommended mitigation measures include carrying out cross-drainage works during 
the dry season, proper storage and handling of hazardous substances, and developing water 
supply sources for the construction works and the campsite requirements.  Air, dust and noise 
pollution will be generated during the earth moving activities, hauling of construction materials, 
and aggregate production. These can be reduced by restricting traffic speeds and regular 
watering of detours and other active construction sites (where water is available), regular and 
effective maintenance of construction equipment and vehicles, and locating contractor’s site 
establishments away from sensitive receptors like settlements, water sources, schools, health 
centres and places of worship.  Road workers should also be provided with appropriate 
protective clothing. 
  
Wildlife may be impacted as a result of disturbance to habitats, disruption of wildlife 
movements across the road, and animal fatalities, mainly in relation to extraction and haulage 
of construction materials, execution of construction works, increasing of traffic volume and 
speed (during operation phase), and obstructions caused by the sections having high fill. The 
impacts can be addressed through avoidance of locating quarry and borrow sites and 
contractor’s site facilities in wildlife conservation and fauna-sensitive areas.  In addition, 
warning signs should be erected to create awareness among construction workers as well as 
road users.  Commercial ivory poaching of elephants remains a serious problem in northern 
Kenya due to its proximity to illegal ivory markets in Ethiopia and Somalia, and the large 
number of illegal firearms in the hands of local people. Formal structures for protection and 
management of wildlife by government institutions in this area are extremely limited due to lack 
of manpower and resources, and accessibility, but these institutions will have to be 
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strengthened in order to contain the potential poaching problem.  Enhanced accessibility 
provided by the road may assist in curbing poaching and enhancing security. 
 
The risk of traffic accidents involving pedestrians or roadside communities, and domestic 
animals will increase due to higher traffic volumes and speeds. These impacts can be mitigated 
by establishing traffic management plans that include erecting clearly visible warning signs, 
reducing traffic speed, installing speed bumps, sensitizing the drivers involved on the project to 
the need to employ safe driving practices,  reducing dust levels, and raising the awareness 
amongst the roadside communities (including children) and road users through implementing a 
road safety campaign.  
 
Road projects, especially highways of this nature, are associated with increasing the incidence 
of STI/HIV/AIDS along their routes.  STD/HIV/AIDS campaigns will be implemented, targeted at 
the local communities, the workforce, and road users, to educate and raise awareness on the 
prevention of these infections. 
 
Increased urbanization and higher immigration rates along the project road will lead to 
greater demand on infrastructure services and natural resources, such as water and firewood.  
Moreover, easy transportation of charcoal and firewood to bigger urban centres beyond the 
project area will present a serious threat to the forests and woodlands in the vicinity of the 
project road.   
  
Land take, destruction of buildings, loss of trees and crops, and loss of livelihoods will 
occur as a result of this road project.  Along the Ageremariam – Moyale section of the project 
road in Ethiopia, it is anticipated that a total of 64 households (320 people) will be affected, 
either through losing building structures, crops and/or trees.  This includes 37 fully affected 
structures, and 27 partially affected structures (eg. fences).  In addition, 8 hectares of 
farmland will be affected, and some 2800 trees (not privately owned).  Along the Moyale – 
Merille River Road, property and assets belonging to 766 households will be affected.  These 
comprise 846 building structures, 39 water tanks, and 76 pit latrines. In addition, 10 
mosques, 5 churches, 9 schools and 2 health centres will be affected. 4 graves will also 
have to be relocated.  Other affected property includes about 30 km of fencing (live, chainlink, 
concrete, stone), and 548 trees.   In order to address the losses incurred and disruption 
experienced resettlement plans have been prepared for both sections of the project road.    
 
Archaeological sites were not encountered will not be affected by the road project.  However, a 
number of graves may need to be relocated.  
 

 
7.  Environmental and Social Management 

 
The Environmental and Social Impact Assessment studies for both sections of the project road 
have included Environmental and Social Management Plans (ESMP) that comprise mitigation, 
monitoring and institutional actions to be taken during the detailed design, preparation for 
implementation (preparation of tender documentation), construction and operation stages of the 
project to eliminate, reduce or offset the adverse environmental impacts.  The plans should be 
integral to the project, and they aim to enforce adherence by the contractor during the 
construction phase and the public during the operational phase to the set minimum 
environmental standards; measure the attainment (success or failure) of the laid down 
mitigation measures to ameliorate foreseen impacts, and to spot unforeseen impacts and to 
suggest immediate mitigation measures. 
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During construction, incorporation and implementation of environmental mitigation measures 
into the road project will be the responsibility of the contractor, who will be supervised by, in the 
Ethiopian case, the Resident Engineer and the Environmental Inspector assigned by the EMSB.  
In the Kenyan context, the contractor will be supervised by the Resident Engineer and the ESU 
in the Ministry of Roads.  
 
After completion of works, the responsibility for environmental management along the project 
road will lie with the EMSB on the Ethiopian side and the ESU along the Kenyan side.    
 
For some of the proposed mitigation measures (such as road safety, HIV/AIDS prevention and 
awareness, impacts on wildlife and forests), local authorities and government organisations with 
specific mandates may need to be involved in supervision during and after construction, for 
example, the departments responsible for wildlife and forests, health authorities, traffic police, 
etc. 
 
The estimated mitigation and management costs are given below: 
 
Ageremariam – Moyale Road 
 
 Ethiopian Birr US $ 
Resettlement Plan (including cost of 
relocating infrastructure) 

10,297,988 1,029,800 

   
Environmental mitigation  4,080,000 408,000 
Road safety campaign (included in 
Engineer’s Estimate) 

  

HIV/AIDS Prevention Programme 500,000 50,000 
Public health and safety awareness 100,000 10,000 
Environmentalist 200,000 20,000 
Training of Environmental 
Management Expert 

300,000 30,000 

Routine environmental monitoring 
costs 

200, 000 20,000 

SubTotal 5,380,000 538,000 
Contingencies 20% 1,076,000 107,600 
Total  6,456,000 645,600 
   
TOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SOCIAL MANAGEMENT COSTS 

16,753,988 1,675,400 

RoE: 10 US$ = 1 ETB 
 
Moyale – Merille River Road 
 
 Kenya Shillings US $ 
Resettlement Plan (including cost of 
relocating infrastructure) 

202,214,235 
 

2,696,190  
 

   
Environmental mitigation  17,000,000 226,667 
Environmental monitoring 50,000,000 666,667 
Road safety campaign (included in 
Engineer’s Estimate) 

  

HIV/AIDS Prevention Programme  23,400,000 312,000 
Total 90,000,000 1,205,340 
   
TOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND 292,614,235 3,901,523 
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SOCIAL MANAGEMENT COSTS 
RoE: 1 US$ = 75 KShs 
 
 
8. Monitoring Program 
 
Environmental monitoring will be required both during the implementation and operation phases 
of the project to ensure the proper implementation of the EIA recommendations. Monitoring of 
environmental parameters will identify potential problems from the road development activities 
and will allow for prompt implementation of effective corrective measures. 
 
The major issues that need to be monitored include, but not limited to, land acquisition and 
restoration after completion of works, location and operation of material sources and hauling 
condition, establishment and operation of contractor’s site facilities, soil erosion and siltation, 
drainage, water pollution, and impacts on water supply of existing users/competition for water, 
waste management or disposal, effects on flora and fauna and road and traffic safety issues.   
 
Details of the proposed environmental monitoring plans are presented in the ESIA reports. The 
plans include environmental issues and mitigation measures, indicators to be monitored, the 
responsibilities for monitoring, duration/frequency of monitoring and the estimated cost of 
monitoring activities.   Some monitoring indicators are given below:  
 

Monitoring Aspects / Impacts Indicators 
Soil erosion Extent of sedimentation and debris in 

side drains and culverts 
Drainage Number of functioning drainage 

structures 
Pollution of water sources Water quality data 
Air and noise pollution Number of complaints received 
Waste management Amount of waste on site 

Number of waste disposal sites 
Traffic safety Number of fatal accidents 
Vegetation / flora Number of trees planted 
Wildlife / fauna Number of wildlife kills 
Loss of property and livelihood means Number of households resettled / 

compensated 
 
Responsibilities for monitoring are spread between the contractor, the Resident Engineer, and 
ERA and Ministry of Roads in Ethiopia and Kenya, respectively.  The monitoring plans assume 
that resources will be made available to the various government institutions involved in order to 
carry out effective monitoring.  If this may not be feasible in the short term, then alternatively, 
ERA or Ministry of Roads as the case may be, may need to hire a multidisciplinary team of 
experts on a short-term basis. 
 
 
9.  Public Consultations and Public Disclosure 
 
Ethiopia: Ageremariam – Moyale Road Section  
 
Formal consultations were conducted at the meetings held at four key locations, Ageremariam 
and Dubuluk towns, and Dharitu and Dida Mega villages. Representatives of different groups 
such as woreda and kebele administrations, woreda sector offices, and the local communities 
including elders, women and youth participated at the public consultations. 
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The main findings of the stakeholders and public consultations are as follows: 
 
 The project area has very high livestock population, and the project road is the only 

major outlet for export or domestic market. Therefore, upgrading of the road will be 
critically important for the development of the agriculture sector/local economy and 
improvement of the socio-economic status of the local population; 

 Much of the road is badly deteriorated and requires major maintenance or 
upgrading. In addition, the existing carriage width is narrow; 

 Livestock and wild animals are occasionally killed while they are crossing or 
moving along the road due to collisions with vehicular traffic on the road. The 
problem is more serious at locations where animals congregate at watering points;  

 The road construction activities may cause a number of adverse impacts including 
deforestation and loss of rangelands, increased disturbance and killings of wildlife; 
increased accident risks to pedestrians and livestock; impediments to movements 
of livestock caused by sections in high fill; and annoyance caused by dust 
pollution. Therefore, mitigation or compensation measures are required to reduce 
the above indicated and other potential impacts of the road construction activities; 

 The key stakeholders and local people expressed their willingness to contribute in 
order to facilitate project implementation; 

 The proposed road upgrading project is highly accepted by all the stakeholders, 
community representatives and individuals consulted. Upgrading of the road is 
seen to facilitate public and commodities transportation and access for livestock 
market, promote trade, create more conducive environment for economic and 
social development activities, and promote the development of local as well as 
national economy;  

 It was recommended that the road is upgraded following the existing route so that 
all the towns and villages along the existing road are connected, and so that 
destruction to existing buildings and business activities is minimised. However, 
improvements as per the required design standards are accepted. 

 
Kenya: Moyale – Merille Road Section 
 
During field investigations, meetings were held at Sololo, Logologo, Turbi, Moyale, Laisamis, 
Bubisa and Merille, where district officers, chiefs, other local government representatives, 
elders, and members of the communities (including women and youth) participated. Informal 
discussions were also held with road users and transport operators (truckers, public service 
vehicle operators, vehicle owners and bus inspectors). For the preparation of the Resettlement 
Plan, extensive consultations were held to brief the project affected persons on land acquisition 
requirements and procedures.  
 
The stakeholders were concerned about:  
  
 Receiving the compensation payments due to them.  Therefore people preferred to be paid 

cash through a bank. The project affected people would open a bank account and money 
deposited rather than through individuals such as chiefs; 

 Their entitlements not being recognized, since not everyone has a legal title to land and 
assets that would be affected; 

 Incomplete land transfers, especially with regard to inherited land, and consequently 
difficulties that may be encountered in getting compensation and/or legal recognition as 
owners;  
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 Receiving fair and timely compensation for expropriated land and assets including 
mechanism for making expropriation payments;  

 Valuation of different qualities of land/trees expropriated;  
 The needs to establish a grievance redress mechanism.  In this regard, grievance 

committees were agreed upon and tentative committees proposed; 
 Needing more information on the land acquisition process;  
 Land expropriation and compensation (private, common, pasture lands, crops and assets 

etc); 
 Damage to infrastructure (markets, schools, water points etc);  
 Impacts on livelihoods (i.e. animal husbandry; access to grazing lands); 
 Employment opportunities;  
 Inter-community relations; and  
 Management and monitoring of the road works. 

 
The issues raised during the consultations and the information provided were considered during 
the environmental and social impact analyses, and recommendations made to for the design, 
construction, and operation of the project, and the implementation of the resettlement plans.  
 
 
10.  Complementary Initiatives  

 
Relocation/Compensation 
 
 A Resettlement Plan has been prepared for the Ageremariam – Moyale Road, and a summary 
has been provided in the Annex.  A total of 64 households (320 people) will be affected, either 
through losing building structures, crops and/or trees.  Some farmland and trees on public land 
will also be affected.  The total cost for the implementation and monitoring of the resettlement 
plan, including relocation of infrastructure, is estimated at US$ 1,029,800. 
 
A Resettlement Plan has also been prepared for the Moyale – Merille River Road, and a 
summary is contained in the Annex.  Along the Moyale – Merille River Road, property and 
assets belonging to 766 households, as well as  10 mosques, 5 churches, 9 schools and 2 
health centres and 4 graves will be affected.  The total cost of the RP is estimated at 
US$2,696,190, including of relocation of public utilities, implementation, administration and 
monitoring costs. 
 
In order to address the losses incurred and disruption experienced, resettlement plans have 
been prepared for both sections of the project road.    
 
Road Safety Awareness Campaign 
 
Road safety was raised as a concern during the public consultations along the entire project road 
from Ageremariam to Moyale to Merille River. In the ESIA Reports, a number of design 
considerations as well as Roads Safety Awareness campaigns have been proposed.  For both 
the road sections, costs for the road safety awareness campaign have been included the 
Engineer’s Estimate.     
 
HIV/AIDS Awareness and Prevention 
 
For both the Ethiopian and Kenyan sections of the project road, the contractor is required to carry 
out an STD/HIV/AIDS awareness raising campaigns, which will target both the workforce as well 
as the local communities.  Costs of implementation for the HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention 
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campaign have been included in the environmental mitigation and management costs in the ESIA 
Reports for both the Ageremariam -  Moyale Road and the Moyale – Merille River Road.  
 
 
11.  Conclusion 

 
The rehabilitation of the Ageremariam – Moyale Road will bring substantial regional benefits to 
southern Ethiopia and northern Kenya, as the road provides a critical link in the Trans East 
African Highway, connecting land locked Ethiopia to the port of Mombasa.  The improved road 
will enhance the development of the national and local economies in both countries, by 
promoting cross-border trade, creating market access for livestock, improving security, 
enhancing tourism and enabling rapid emergency response.    
 
The construction and operation of the project road will also have a number of negative 
environmental impacts. These include, among others, soil erosion, competition for and pollution 
of water sources, air and noise pollution, loss of natural vegetation, disturbance of wildlife and 
animal fatalities, and traffic safety problems to the local communities and their livestock. Means 
for mitigation have been proposed in all cases, and environmental management plans 
prepared.  Furthermore, details of physical/engineering and bio-engineering mitigation 
measures have been quantified and included in the Bill of Quantities, and specified in the 
conditions of contract and the technical specifications respectively. 
 
However, the most significant impact would be the need to acquire land for the widening of the 
carriageway and road reserve, and the associated destruction of buildings, structures, trees and 
crops. This has been addressed through Resettlement Plans for both the Ethiopian and Kenyan 
sections of the project road.     
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ESIA SUMMARY ANNEX 
SUMMARY RESETTLEMENT PLAN 

FOR COMPENSATION AND RESETTLEMENT 
 

Project Name  :  Mombasa-Nairobi-Addis Ababa Road Corridor Phase II  
    Rehabilitation of Ageremariam Moyale Section 
Countries  :  Ethiopia 
Project Number : P-Z1-DB0-027  
 
Description of the Project and Project Area 
 
The rehabilitation of Ageremariam – Moyale Road is part of the Government of Ethiopia’s efforts, 
as a member of COMESA, to improve the standard of the Trans East African Highway, which 
extends from Addis Ababa, through Ageremariam across the Kenya border at Moyale, to Merille 
River, Isiolo, Nairobi and finally the port of Mombasa on the Kenyan coast. The project road starts 
at Ageremariam town and connects five districts/woredas of the Borena Zone of the Oromia 
National Regional State, terminating at Moyale town on the Ethiopia-Kenya border.  The road is 
approximately 300 km long.  The project road initially passes over rolling terrain, after which it is 
predominantly flat. The current condition of the Ageremariam – Moyale Road is very poor, and this 
has hindered socio-economic development within the regional area that it serves.   
 
The upgrading of the Ageremariam-Moyale Road involves the widening of the existing road 
which has an average carriageway width of 5.5 m and 0.5 m shoulders on both sides,  to a 7m 
wearing course and 1.5m shoulders on both sides in flat and rolling sections or 7m wearing 
course and variable shoulders in mountainous/escarpment sections.  Vertical and horizontal 
realignments will be necessary to fit DS3 standards, and drainage structures will be 
incorporated as necessary. 
 
 
Potential Impacts 
 
Upgrading the road will have significant beneficial national and regional impact. The project road 
connects the southern part of Ethiopia which is an important coffee growing area with the regional 
and national capitals, Awassa and Addis Ababa respectively.  The road will facilitate development 
of southern Ethiopia and northern Kenya as well as provide a crucial link between the two 
countries, which in turn is expected to enhance regional trade, and contribute to increased security 
and conflict resolution in the project area.  Currently Ethiopia relies upon the port of Djibouti for 
access to the sea. The road will also facilitate land-locked Ethiopia with an alternative access to 
the sea via the port of Mombasa in Kenya.  Livestock keeping is the major economic activity over 
much of the project area, and the road will open up access for marketing livestock.  It is anticipated 
that the improved road will enable rapid emergency response to the drought-prone areas of 
southern Ethiopia. 
 
Potential environmental impacts include soil erosion; deforestation; damage to natural vegetation; 
disturbance to habitats, disruption of wildlife movements; animal fatalities; poaching; visual 
intrusion; and air, dust and noise and water pollution. Social impacts include an increase in the 
number of traffic accidents, the spread of STDs/HIV/AIDS, increased urbanization and subsequent 
pressure on natural resources, such as water and firewood, as well as conflicts over water 
resources.   
 
The most significant social impact of the project will be due to land take, destruction of buildings, 
loss of trees and crops, and loss of livelihoods.  It is anticipated that a total of 64 households (320 
people) will be affected, either through losing building structures, crops and/or trees.  This includes 
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37 fully affected structures, and 27 partially affected structures (eg. fences).  In addition, 8 hectares 
of farmland will be partially affected, and some 2800 trees (which are not privately owned).   
 
 
Organisational Responsibility and Implementation of RP 
 
The Ethiopian Roads Authority (ERA) will establish and facilitate a Resettlement Implementation 
Committee (RIC) in each Woreda that is affected by the project road.  This committee will comprise 
representatives from the local administration (the Woreda Administrator will chair the committee), 
representatives from PAPs and other influential persons including NGOs and CBOs. The actual 
implementation of the RP will be managed by ERA while the RIC will co-ordinate and handle any 
problems encountered during planning and the implementation of the RP. Hence ERA will prepare 
an implementation schedule which will cover all resettlement activities from preparation through 
implementation. The RIC will report on the progress of the RP to ERA and local authorities on a 
monthly basis.  It will also assist in ERA in monitoring RP activities. 
 
The ERA’s Divisions and Branches, specifically the Environmental Monitoring and Safety Branch 
(EMSB), Contract Construction Implementation Division (CCID), and the ROW Branch, are well 
equipped to manage the RP within its implementation timeframe. 
 
 
Consultations with the Public and Local Authorities 
 
Formal as well as informal consultations were held during the field visit along the Ageremariam-
Moyale Road. Informal discussions and interviews were held with key officials and experts of zonal 
and Woreda level offices, as well as local people along the project road. Formal consultations were 
conducted at meetings held at five key locations: Ageremariam and Dubuluk towns, and Dharitu, 
Dida Mega and Moyale Kebeles. Representatives of different groups such as Woreda and Kebele 
administrations, Woreda sector offices, and community representatives including elders, women 
and youth, participated in the public consultations.  
 
The consultations revealed that the upgrading of the road is seen as facilitating public and goods 
transportation and access to livestock markets, thus promoting trade and driving economic and 
social development activities.  However there was concern that of road rehabilitation along its 
existing route would cause destruction to existing buildings and business activities, and mitigation 
and compensation measures were therefore necessary.  
 
 
Legal and Institutional Framework 
 
The most important policy and legal instrument that governs issues pertaining to compensation 
and resettlement in Ethiopia is the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 
which has provisions regarding land tenure, expropriation, compensation, public consultation, 
gender and environmental issues.  Other relevant legal documents are: 
 

 Proclamation on expropriation of land holdings and payment of compensation, No. 
455/2005, deals with appropriation of land for development works carried out by the 
government and determination of compensation for a person whose land holding has been 
expropriated.  

 Ethiopian Roads Authority’s Resettlement Policy Framework provides ERA’s guiding 
principles for resettlement, rehabilitation and compensation.   

 Proclamation on Land use and the Right of Way, No.47/1975, article 7(72) states that 
Government shall pay fair compensation for property found in the ROW. 
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 Proclamation on the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Policy, No. 295/ 2002, which 
fosters social and economic development, enhances the welfare of humans and the safety 
of environment, and ensures effectiveness of the RP implementation process.   

 
In addition to ERA, key institutions responsible for the implementation of the RP at national level 
include the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the Ethiopian Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA) and the Regional National State of Oromia, while at regional level the 
Resettlement and Food Security Office, Zonal administration, and ERA’s District and Zonal Road 
Authorities are important.  At Woreda level, the Woreda Administrations and line departments, 
respective Municipalities, agricultural departments and Local and International NGOs will be 
involved in the RP implementation process. 
 
 
Eligibility Criteria 
 
ERA has clearly set the eligibility criteria for resettlement/relocation in its Resettlement Policy 
Framework, and also in its Environmental Procedures Manual. Eligibility criteria contained in both 
documents are in line with the Constitution of Ethiopia, the World Bank’s OP/BP 4.12 on 
Involuntary Resettlement and the African Development Bank’s Involuntary Resettlement Policy 
(2003).  Accordingly, PAPs that are eligible for relocation/resettlement and to receive 
compensation are:   
 
 Those who have formal legal rights to land (including customary and traditional rights 

recognized by law of the country); 
 Those who do not have formal legal rights to land at the time the census begins but have a 

claim to such lands or assets - provided that such claims are recognized under the laws of the 
country or become recognized through a process identified in the resettlement plan;  

 Those who have no recognizable legal right or claim to the land they are occupying; and  
 Communities who lose access to public services such as schools, health facilities, water 

sources, etc. 
 
After consultations with local officials, the ‘cut-off date’ was set as December 25, 2008, that is the 
date when the PAP census/household survey was completed. 
 
 
Valuation of Assets and Losses 
 
The valuation of affected assets and properties has been based on the replacement cost method. 
Compensation for forgone benefits from affected farmlands is estimated on the basis of the unit 
rates established in the RP.  The following considerations have been applied in assessing the 
amount of compensation for loss of houses and business: 
 
 Compensation will be paid for property situated on the expropriated land and permanent 

improvements to the land;  
 Compensation for permanent improvements to the land will be equal to the value of capital and 

labour expended on the land;  
 The cost of removal, transportation and erection will be paid as compensation for a property 

that to be relocated and to continue its service as before; 
 Compensation and entitlements provided to PAPs are adequate to at least maintain or improve 

their pre- project standard of living; 
 Compensation for replacement of houses and buildings is calculated at  the current 

construction cost, based on the floor area and type of construction material, without allowing for 
depreciation of the assets to be replaced;  
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 Compensation for public services will predominantly be by replacement of similar or better 
facility on alternative site (if need be an environmental assessment will have to be conducted); 

 The compensation rates are determined based on information collected from municipalities and 
Woreda administrations;  

 Urban landholders who will be completely displaced from their locations are entitled to a 
displacement compensation equivalent to estimated annual rent of the houses to be 
demolished.  

 
There were no urban resident renters (tenants) whose properties will be affected by the road 
project.  
 
 
Cost and Budget 
 
An itemised cost and budget has been prepared to include compensation for land, houses, fences, 
trees, public utilities (electric and telephone poles, and water pipes), transitional allowances, costs 
for monitoring (internal and external) and training of the compensation/implementing committee, 
HIV/AIDS prevention and control activities during resettlement, and administrative costs.  Thus the 
total cost for the implementation and monitoring of the RP is estimated at US$ 1,029,800. RP 
resources are part of the project cost and will be met by Government as counterpart funding towards the 
project. 
 
The RP specifies the mechanisms for transferring and channelling funds to responsible 
organizations and agencies, and for disbursement of compensation to the PAPs. 
 
Grievance Redress Mechanism 
 
The first step in grievance redress will be to bring the complaint to the Resettlement 
Implementation Committee.   If the RIC is not able to resolve the issue, the complaint should be 
passed on to the Grievance Committee.  The Grievance Committee will comprise one 
representative from the Woreda administration, one representative from the PAPs, and one elder 
from the PAP’s community. Similar committees will be set up in host communities in case of large 
numbers resettling in particular areas. If further arbitration is necessary, this will be conducted by 
an Arbitration Appraisement Committee.  This committee should comprise a member of the zonal 
administration, the Rural Roads Authority and an elderly community leader.  If still no consensus is 
reached, then legal recourse may be taken.    
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The Resettlement Implementation Committee comprising of Woreda administrator, PAP, one from 
women association, and influential person in the community including NGOs and CBOs will take on 
the responsibility for the coordination, management and monitoring of the practical day to day 
implementation of resettlement activities, including the disbursement of compensation. This 
Committee will report directly to the Woreda Administration offices, to Municipalities in town 
sections and to ERA.  ERA’s EMSB will be in overall charge of planning, administering, and 
monitoring the entire resettlement process.  Financial resources will also be made available by 
ERA.  
 
Impact monitoring will be done through an external evaluation, which will assess the effectiveness 
of the RP and its implementation. The evaluation will assess the appropriateness of the relocation 
sites, the implementation schedule, the grievance mechanism and mechanisms for assisting 
vulnerable groups. 
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ESIA SUMMARY ANNEX 
SUMMARY RESETTLEMENT PLAN 

FOR COMPENSATION AND RESETTLEMENT 
 
 

Project Name  :  Mombasa-Nairobi-Addis Ababa Road Corridor Phase II  
    Construction of Moyale – Merille River  Section 
Countries  :  Kenya 
Project Number : P-Z1-DB0-027  

 
 
Description of the Project and Project Area 
 
The Construction of the Moyale – Merille River Road (A2) is part of the Government of Kenya’s 
efforts, as a member of COMESA, to improve the standard of the Trans East African Highway, 
which extends from Addis Ababa, through Ageremariam across the Kenya border at Moyale, to 
Merille River, Isiolo, Nairobi and finally the port of Mombasa on the Kenyan coast. The road passes 
through two major towns in two districts, namely Moyale and Marsabit towns in Moyale and 
Marsabit Districts respectively, of Eastern Province.  The road is approximately 366 km in length. 
 
From Moyale, the project road descends from the Ethiopian plateau to the low level plains of 
northern Kenya.  Thereafter, the road follows generally flat terrain to Merille River, apart from a 
mountainous section to the north and south of Marsabit.  The current condition of the Moyale – 
Merille River Road is very poor, and this has hindered socio-economic development in the project 
area.   
 
The width of the bitumen surfaced carriageway will be 7 m, with shoulders 2 m in width. The project 
road will follow the existing alignment, as closely as practicable. However, some minimal 
realignment is foreseen.  Drainage structures will be newly constructed or rehabilitated, while 
junctions and accesses will be improved.  
 
 
Potential Impacts 
 
Upgrading the road will have significant beneficial national and regional impact. The road will 
facilitate development of northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia, by providing a crucial link between 
the two countries, which in turn is expected to enhance regional trade, and contribute to increased 
security and conflict resolution in the area.  The road will provide land-locked Ethiopia with an 
alternative access to the sea via the port of Mombasa in Kenya.  Livestock keeping is the major 
economic activity over much of the project area, and the road will open up access to markets for 
livestock.  The road is also expected to facilitate rapid emergency response to the drought-prone 
areas of northern Kenya. 
 
Potential environmental impacts include soil erosion; deforestation; damage to natural vegetation; 
disturbance to habitats, disruption of wildlife movements; animal fatalities; poaching; visual 
intrusion; and air, dust and noise and water pollution. Social impacts include an increase in the 
number of traffic accidents, the spread of STI/HIV/AIDS, increased urbanization and subsequent 
pressure on natural resources, such as water and firewood, as well as conflicts over water 
resources.   
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The most significant social impact of the project will be due to land take, destruction of buildings, 
loss of trees and crops, and loss of livelihoods.  It is estimated that property and assets belonging 
to 766 households will be affected.  These comprise 846 building structures, 39 water tanks, and 76 
pit latrines. In addition, 10 mosques, 5 churches, 9 schools and 2 health centres will be affected. 4 
graves will also have to be relocated.  Other affected property includes about 30 km of fencing (live, 
chain-link, concrete, stone), and 548 trees.    
 
 
Organisational Responsibility and Implementation of RP 
 
The Ministry of Roads (MOR) will be overall in charge of implementing the RP.  The Ministry will be 
responsible for supervision and monitoring, sourcing for funds, ascertaining the extent of 
compensation/resettlement, ascertaining project affected persons (PAPs) and their characteristics, 
determining the final alignment, and coordinating between different stakeholders, and in addition it 
will provide guidance with respect to the resettlement process. A comprehensive schedule will be 
prepared by MOR covering all resettlement activities from preparation to implementation. 
 
The Ministry will also collaborate with chiefs and local councils to ensure that vulnerable 
households receive adequate assistance during the process. These include, but are not limited to 
households of the elderly, households headed by children (orphans), women and by persons with 
disabilities.   
 
A Compensation Committee will be formed to participate in the planning and oversee the 
implementation of the RP at the local level.  This committee will comprise members of the District 
Committees, as well as local chiefs, and representatives from the PAPs who may incorporate local 
NGOs and CBOs. 
 
Given the multiplicity of functions under Ministry of Roads and the importance of carrying out the 
compensation exercise in a timely and efficient manner, it is expected that the Ministry of Roads will 
hire the services of a consultant for this purpose.  The consultant would make all payments to the 
beneficiaries already identified and approved by the Ministry of Lands and the local authorities, and 
any other PAP who may be identified as eligible for compensation.  The consultant would be 
expected to work closely with the Compensation Committee. 
 
 
Consultations with the Public and Local Authorities 
 
Consultations comprised two main components (i) Community meetings and (ii) interviews 
conducted at the village and household level on the basis of questionnaires. In addition, informal 
discussions were held with transport operators (truckers, matatu and vehicle owners and drivers, 
and bus inspectors).  These consultations took place from September 2007 to June 2008.  During 
these meetings, land acquisition issues were highlighted and the land acquisition requirements of 
the Merille River-Moyale road were emphasised.  The main concerns revolved around methods of 
payment of compensation, and the need for fair and prompt compensation; problems relating to 
entitlements not being recognised for various reasons; the need for more information on the land 
acquisition and resettlement process; and the need to establish a grievance committee.  Frequently 
raised enquiries of the potentially affected people were answered. 
 
A sequence of meetings will continue mainly with those directly impacted by the road. Structured 
discussions with be held with local leaders, affected women and vulnerable persons during the 
implementation phase of the RP. 
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Legal and Institutional Framework 
 
The preparation of the RP is consistent with the Kenyan laws on resettlement, the land acquisition 
framework as well as African Development Bank Involuntary Resettlement Policy (2003).  
 
The main piece of legislation regarding expropriation of land is provided for in the Constitution of 
Kenya under section 75 for private land and sections 117 and 118 for unregistered Trust Land. But 
the Constitution gives general guidelines. Land bordering the project road corridor is still classified 
as trust land, and according to the Constitution “all trust land shall vest in the County Council within 
whose area of jurisdiction it is situated”.   The Land Acquisition Act, Chapter 295 provides for land 
to be acquired or granted access to for the purpose of a project. Acquisitions or access must be 
shown to be for the public benefit and compensation must be provided to the landowners whose 
land is acquired or damaged.  The Registered Land Act Chapter 300 provides for absolute 
proprietorship over land (exclusive rights).  Such land can be acquired by the State under the Land 
Acquisition Act in the project area.  The Land Adjudication Act Chapter 95 provides for 
ascertainment of interests prior to land registrations under the Registered Land Act. 
 
In terms of compensation and resettlement, the overall responsibility lies with the Ministry of Roads.  
The Ministry of Lands and Settlements is a key player responsible for conducting the valuation of 
structures to be compensated and ascertaining the compensation rates passed by the District 
Lands Boards.  The local councils and chiefs will be involved in ascertaining ownership, general 
community mobilization and sensitization, immediate adjudication over ownership and boundaries, 
and providing guidance for compensation process, receiving complaints on behalf of the 
compensating agency, and facilitating integration within the new relocation sites. 
 
 
Grievance Redress Mechanism 
 
Grievance committees will be established for the purposes of receiving complaints pertaining to the 
implementation of the RP and scrutinizing the interests of the affected people.  The grievance 
committees will include members of the respective villages, village elders, representatives of the 
PAPs, chiefs, members of the District Lands Board and voluntary development organizations 
(NGOs, CBOs, etc.), if there are any in the project area. Similarly, grievances that may arise from 
host/to host communities will be dealt with in the like manner.   
 
 
Valuation of Assets and Losses 
 
The replacement cost approach has been adopted; the premise being that costs of replacing 
productive assets is based on damages caused by project operations. These costs are taken as the 
minimum estimate of the value of measures that will reduce the damage or improve on site 
management practices and thereby prevent damage. The approach involves direct replacement of 
expropriated assets and covers an amount that is sufficient for asset replacement, moving 
expenses and other transactions. 
 
For most of the project area, the land is unconsolidated or unadjudicated trust land making 
issuance of titles not possible. For urban centres like Marsabit and Moyale, the land consolidation 
and adjudication process is ongoing, and so not all land parcels have been registered.  Most of the 
buildings and structures along the road corridor, are constructed from locally available materials; 
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wood, sticks, grass, iron sheets etc. The communities here value their culture and therefore most of 
their structures are traditional type. The majority of the affected structures are either ‘manyattas’ or 
buildings made of iron sheet walls and roof. Some semi-permanent and permanent buildings will 
also be affected. Most of the permanent and semi-permanent buildings are used as commercial 
units for local retail trade or as food kiosks.  However, it was established that because of their 
cultural inclination, the resident communities valued and preferred their traditional hut or house 
types to houses constructed from more permanent contemporary materials.  
 
Valuation has been carried out as follows:  
 

 The chiefs and local people of the affected villages verified the ownership of properties and 
physical assets. Physical counting of properties like crops, trees, buildings and any other 
assets requiring compensation was done. 

 Registration of properties likely to be affected including land sizes, buildings and any other 
assets was done using specially designed valuation forms. 

 Values of improvements of permanent nature such as buildings and structural works, fences, 
etc, were estimated on the basis of current depreciated replacement costs of comparable 
structures.  

 Buildings and other improvements (of a non permanent nature) including huts, kiosks, graves 
as approved or indicated in the District Lands Board compensation rates were subjected to the 
relevant figures in the compensation rates. 

 Perennial crops and trees were enumerated, categorized and valued in accordance with 
compensation rates provided by relevant District Lands Boards. 

 For those owners with seasonal crops, no compensation is payable for crops as it is assumed 
that they will be harvested within the period of notice to commence road construction activities. 

 Other property values were computed through counting or measuring with tapes before they 
were registered. Local council officials especially the Chiefs of the affected village witnessed 
registration of properties.  

 Marginal cases (improvements), i.e. other developments that may or may not be affected by the 
road construction works, were registered and assessed but are likely to be confirmed for 
compensation as the construction of the road proceeds. 

 
 
Eligibility Criteria 
 
Affected persons, irrespective of their status (whether they have titles, legal or non legal rights) are 
eligible for some form of assistance if they occupied the land before the entitlement cut-off. The 
entitlement cut-off refers to the time when the assessment of persons and their property in the 
project area is carried out.  Thereafter, new cases are not to be entertained. The key determinant 
for compensation is the pre-project census during which all residents were identified. 
 
Communities (districts, towns and villages) permanently losing land and /or access to assets and 
resources under customary rights or tenure rights in Kenya will be eligible for compensation. Within 
the project area, cases for community compensation (public services) include toilets, market places, 
schools, health centres and water supply. In cases of public services, the project sponsor in 
collaboration with the proprietor shall arrange for full replacement of the service at an alternative 
site. Depending on potential impact, an environmental assessment would have to be conducted on 
the identified site before implementation. Eligibility may be claimed collectively e.g. by village or by 
religious group. The following table categorises entitlements: 
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Asset Acquired Entitled person Type of  
Compensation 

Agricultural land Farmer/Title Holder,  
Tenants/lease holder 

Cash 
Compensation 

Commercial land Title Holder/Business owner Cash 
compensation or 
land for land 

Residential Land Title Holder/Lease Holder/ 
Owner 

Cash 
Compensation 

Building/Structures Owner/Rental/Lease Holder 
Squatter/informal dwellers 

Cash  

Standing Crops PAP(Whether owner, tenant, 
or squatter) 

Cash 

Trees Title Holder Cash 
Temporary acquisition PAP (Whether owner, tenant, 

or squatter) 
Cash 

Public Services 
(school, health center, 
water source, etc.) 

Community Replacement 

 
 
Cost and Budget 
 
A cost and budget has been prepared to include compensation for land, houses, fences, trees, 
relocation of infrastructure services, disturbance allowances, and costs for monitoring and 
administration.  The total cost for the implementation and monitoring of the RP is estimated at 
US$ 2,696,190. This amount has been included as part of project cost and will be met through 
as counterpart contribution to the project by Government. 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The purpose of monitoring and evaluation is to report on the effectiveness of the 
implementation of the RP, covering physical resettlement, disbursement of compensation and 
effectiveness of public consultation, amongst others.  The Ministry of Roads will ensure that all 
aspects of RP have been adequately and expeditiously executed according to the 
implementation plan. The Ministry will also systematically involve local NGOs and CBOs in the 
monitoring aspect to ensure full compliance with the RP. The monitoring will cover the review of 
survey results, formation of relevant committees (including the Grievance Committee) and 
adherence to compensation payment schedule. 
 
A plan for monitoring and evaluation of the compensation package has been drawn up with 
indicators for measuring implementation performance, impacts and outcomes.  A review of 
regular progress reports produced by the Ministry of Roads will be carried out by various 
stakeholders both at national and local levels.   
 
 

 


