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14:50-15:10 Community-Level Approaches to Climate Resilience, 
Agroecology, and Food Security: The experience and future plans of 
the UNDP GEF Small Grants Program in Africa  
Charles Nyandiga, UNDP, New York, NY 

 
15:10-15:30 Panel Discussion and Exchange with the Audience 

- Panel discussion with all speakers 
- Q/A with the audience 
- Conclusions: contacts for further information 

 
 
 
 



Panelists at the COP 
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Anglophone Africa and Arab states with the UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme 
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Development (IRD) in Montpellier, France. He can be reached at yves.martin-
prevel@ird.fr. 

 
Abstract 

This session will provide insights into the nexus of climate change, agroecology, 
food security and nutrition from international research and development projects in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Climate change, with increasing temperatures, extreme 
precipitation and drought, and new pests and diseases, will create additional 
stresses on African farming communities and populations who already suffer from 
food insecurity and malnutrition. We will show how food security programs 
designed to alleviate poverty, of which Ethiopia’s Ethiopian Productive Safety Net 
Program (PSNP) is a model, are also contributing to climate change mitigation in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. PSNP’s climate smart land management and ecosystem 
restoration interventions contribute to climate change mitigation by sequestering 
carbon in soils and biomass, creating an opportunity to couple food security 
interventions with climate change mitigation in the future. The session will also 
cover the outlook for Africa based on the newly released Global Nutrition Report 
2015 from the International Food Policy Research Institute. Climate change 
influences nutrition through multiple physical, biological and socio-economic 
pathways, and nutrition can also contribute to climate change mitigation through 
dietary choices that are also good for health. Finally, we will provide examples of 
community-level approaches to climate resilience, agroecology, and food security 
from the UNDP GEF Small Grants Program in Sub Saharan Africa. The program aims 
to engage smallholder organizations in the participatory analysis of how 
agroecology is being applied in community farming; assess the agroecosystem 
vulnerability to impacts of climate change; and share practices to improve resilience 
outcomes at the local level. 
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