
SIDE EVENT AT THE AFRICA PAVILION AT UNFCCC COP21 PARIS 
 

Eco-innovation strategies for tackling climate change in Africa 
 

Monday 7th December at 12:00 – 13:30 
 

The Africa Pavilion, Salle 2 
Abstract 

Africa has the opportunity to act now to design and build infrastructure that will be the foundation 
for sustainable economic growth and development by increasing human capital and building Africa’s 
green economy through eco-innovation. Eco-innovation tools will provide the commercially 
successful products, services and technologies that reduce the impacts of human activities on the 
environment, achieve more efficient/responsible uses of natural resources and enhance societal, 
economic, and technological resilience to environmental pressures. The panel will explore how eco-
innovation provides opportunities not only for businesses, but also for technical and vocational 
training, skill enhancement, employment and capacity building needed to deliver effective climate 
change adaptation. The role of partnerships between businesses and universities across Africa in 
driving research-driven eco-innovation, and the role of universities in training the next generation of 
leaders that will drive forward eco-innovative policies, products and services will also be highlighted. 
An online open access course to disseminate understanding of eco-innovation to the widest possible 
audience will also be explored.  

 

 
Programme 
 

Subject Contributor 

Introductory remarks Chair, Dr Alex Rugamba (Director for 
Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change, African Development Bank) 

The challenge: addressing climate change in 
Africa 

H.E. Erastus Mwencha (Deputy 
Chairperson, Africa Union 
Commission) 

Climate change adaptation and the Green 
Economy - challenges for African institutions 

Dr Cosmas Ochieng (Executive 
Director, African Centre for 
Technology Studies) 

The video   

University-business synergies in driving eco-
innovation-: the experience of the Centre for 
Global Eco-Innovation, Lancaster 

Prof Nigel Paul (Director, Centre for 
Global Eco-innovation, Lancaster 
University) 

Eco-innovation from a business perspective Dr Ruth Alcock (Lancaster 
Environment Centre, Lancaster 
University) 

Eco-innovation from the perspective of Higher 
Education Institutions 

Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye (Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Benin) 

Massive on-line open-access courses in Africa - Nigel Smith (Head of Content, 



future priorities FutureLearn Ltd) 

Q&A Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


