
 

 

Proposal from the Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific  
Group of States for a side-event in the African Pavilion 

TOPIC: The Blue Economy and African Small Island Developing States 

Dec 9 10:00 -11:30 

Title: Responding to climate change in Small Islands and coastal States in Africa, Caribbean and 
the Pacific region 

Abstract 

 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and low-lying coastal countries are at the forefront of 
climate change. Scientific evidence indicates that SIDS will become increasingly more vulnerable 
to the devastating effects of climate change such as sea-level rise and storm surges, floods, 
droughts and extreme weather events, coral bleaching, coastal erosion and changing 
precipitation patterns. The main objective of this side event is to facilitate dialogue and 
exchange of best practices among SIDS and coastal countries in the African, Caribbean and the 
Pacific (ACP) Group of States on the use of their marine and coastal resources to promote 
climate change adaptation and mitigation within the context of sustainable development. Key 
messages from this event will be channelled to negotiators taking part in the climate change 
discussions and will serve as guidelines for the implementation of the outcome of the 
conference, providing opportunities for the use of climate change-related funds including the 
Green Climate Fund by ACP Countries. 

 

Introduction 

Small Island Developing States and low-lying coastal countries are at the forefront of climate 
change. Scientific evidence indicates that Small Island developing States will become increasingly 
more vulnerable to the devastating effects of climate change such as sea-level rise and storm 
surges, floods, droughts and extreme weather events, coral bleaching, coastal erosion and 
changing precipitation patters. 

The African Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States is one of the largest groups of 
developing countries in the world consisting of 79 Member States of which 37 are listed under 
the Small Island Developing States grouping.  

The Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States is organising this side 
event on the margins of the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 11th session of the 
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP11), 
which will take place from 30 November to 11 December 2015 in Paris, France. 

 

Objectives  

The main objective of the event is to facilitate dialogue and exchange of best practices among 
Small Island Developing States and coastal countries in Africa, Caribbean and the Pacific on the 
use of their marine and coastal resources to promote climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
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within the context of sustainable development. Key messages from this event will be channeled 
to negotiators taking part in the climate change discussions and will serve as guidelines for the 
implementation of the outcome of the conference, providing opportunities for the use of the 
climate change related funds including the Green Climate Fund by ACP Countries. 

 

Organisation 

The Secretary General of the ACP Group of States will deliver the welcoming remarks.  

High-level representatives from Small Islands and coastal States from Africa, Caribbean and 
Pacific regions will introduce key elements of the Blue Economy within the context of the climate 
change talks in Paris. This will be supported by illustrations of on-going activities within the 
countries aiming at turning their small and vulnerable economies into a much stronger "Ocean 
State" economy, integrating the solutions offered through the proposed climate change funds.  

 

 

 Proposed Program 

 

 

 

5 min. 

Chair: Mr. Viwanou Gnassounou, Assistant Secretary General – Department of 
Sustainable Development and Trade, Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific group of States 

Opening Remarks by H.E. Dr. Patrick I. Gomes, Secretary General of the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific group of States  

 

10 min.  Setting the Stage: Challenges and opportunities for ACP Island States and 
coastal zones 

Presentation by H.E. Mrs Félicité Ongouorri Ngoubili Ambassador of Gabon 
and Chair of the Subcommittee of Sustainable Development 

  

40 min. 
(10 
min 
each) 

 Sharing Experiences across ACP Regions  

 Eastern Africa: presentation by Miss Rebecca Loustau-Lalanne - Principal 
Secretary, The Blue Economy Department, Ministry of Finance, Trade and The 
Blue Economy, Victoria, Seychelles 

 Western Africa: presentation by H.E. Mr. Alfredo Lopes Cabral – 
       Ambassador of Guinea Bissau, Brussels, Belgium 

 Caribbean: presentation by H.E. Ms. Janine Coye-Felson - Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the UN, New York, USA 

 Pacific: presentation by Pacific SIDS representative (TBC)  
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30 min. 

 

5 min. 

Q & A and Discussions  

Closing Remarks: H.E. Dr. Patrick I. Gomes, Secretariat General of the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific group of States  

 

Other potential Speakers: Representatives from Central Africa and Southern Africa regions. 

 

Key questions to be addressed by the presentations: 

 What opportunities does the Blue Economy offer to climate change adaptation and 

mitigation? 

 How the Strategy to build an Ocean State contributes to harness the climate change 

funds including the Green Climate Fund? 

 What are the main obstacles in achieving the identified opportunities? 

 What policy measures are needed to ensure further development of the Blue Economy 

sector or the building of Ocean States in Small Island Developing States and coastal 

countries in Africa, Caribbean and the Pacific? 

 How would you like to see the Blue Economy accounted for in the climate change 

negotiations? 

 What is your key message to negotiators on the Blue Economy? 

 What are you doing in your country/region to ensure that the Blue Economy supports 

efforts on climate change adaptation and/or mitigation? 

 How does the Blue Economy contribute to adaptation and/or mitigation in your country? 

 

Outputs 

Based on the presentations and discussions, Key Messages will be prepared and shared with 
climate change negotiators and the wider international community on the capabilities of African 
SIDS to take advantage of the potentialities offered by the Green Climate Fund and other climate 
change funds, building on experiences developed by other ACP States.  

Post-event, the Key Messages will be widely shared among climate change and development 
practitioners and experts in the ACP region and beyond using the following platforms: the 
European Union’s Capacity for Development (Cap4Dev) website; the Global Climate Change 
Alliance (GCCA +) Intra-ACP webpage, the website of the ACP Secretariat and on websites of the 
regional/national ACP representatives present at the event as well as during the frequent ACP 
Ministerial gatherings.  

Contact:  
Dr. Pendo Maro 

Email: pendomaro@acp.int  

mailto:pendomaro@acp.int

