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Summary of principal points of agreement

Approximately 50 participants attended the 1.5-day annual meeting of donors supporting agriculture and
rural development in West and Central Africa, hosted by the African Development Bank on October 30 and
31, 2007. The following organizations were represented at the meeting: the African Development Bank,
Agence Française de Développement, FAO, GTZ, IFAD, the World Food Programme, the Global
Mechanism, USAID, the Sahara and Sahel Observatory, and ICARDA. The agenda consisted of three
sessions covering the following topics:

 Climate change and agriculture in West and Central Africa

 Challenges to sustainable transboundary agricultural water management

 Knowledge management and innovation systems for agricultural development

With regard to climate change issues, the principal conclusions are:

 Africa contributes the least to climate change, but already suffers the greatest impact and the situation
will worsen in the future. Impacts are felt in terms of desertification, flooding, loss of agricultural
productivity, food security threats, less water availability, increased disease incidence, rising sea levels
and threats to coastal cities, impacts on fisheries, etc.

 Integrated responses are required at multiple levels:

o Mitigation and adaptation mechanisms
o Developed country contributions (including increased awareness of responsibility and mitigation

efforts) and efforts in Africa
o Regional, subregional, river basin/watershed, national, and community level interventions
o Pre-emptive, pro-active interventions (e.g., monitoring and early warning systems) as well as

reactive interventions (disaster management)
o Combine climate change interventions with desertification and water management interventions;

research on agronomy, water management, drought-resistant crop breeding, etc.
o This is not just an agriculture issue – involves health, economic/social development, policy domains

 Donors should seek ways to share information about, and coordinate their efforts regarding both their
programs related to climate change (at regional and country levels) and tools or research they are
contributing to that can help monitor climate change or ameliorate its impact

 Many donor supported initiatives already underway in the agricultural sector may help to offset the
effects of climate change, but it is useful to re-examine these to see how climate change
mitigation/adaptation interventions could/should be better integrated and mainstreamed into
development efforts

With regard to transboundary water management:

 Participants noted the complexity of efforts to coordinate transboundary water management;

 Numerous institutional challenges are present given the prevalent capacity constraints;

 Significant investments will be required to address transboundary water management within an integrated
water resource management (IWRM) approach;

 Among the challenges identified related to transboundary water management were: the need to address
irrigation development and underground water resources, reduce costs of infrastructure development,
develop appropriate/sustainable water tariffs, identify/manage secondary uses of irrigation water, etc. as
enumerated in the Ouagadougou Appeal

 The meeting urged greater support for national irrigation plans and strategies;

 Discussion took place regarding challenges related to financing transboundary water management
schemes.

 Examples from the Congo, Senegal and Niger River Basins were discussed.
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With regard to knowledge management and innovation systems, principal conclusions are:

 The innovation systems approach represents a more systemic view of agricultural development, that links
farmer problem identification, market opportunities, research inputs, enabling policies and markets, etc.
All these components must work together for successful uptake of innovations. Strengthening producer
organizations is an important element in the process of fostering greater innovation capacity. Several of
donor agencies working in the agricultural sector have strongly embraced this approach.

 Knowledge management is also seen as a critical element to improve the efficiency of development
efforts, learning from experience, learning from and with farmers and other beneficiaries, and sharing of
knowledge and lessons through networks. This multiplies the value of investments and increases the
likelihood that successes can be scaled up. Various platforms and web-based tools have been or are
being developed by donors, and a number of networks are forming to foster knowledge sharing.

With regard to the overall objectives of the donor partnership forum, participants expressed a strong
consensus regarding the need to continually share information and seek ways to coordinate efforts around a
shared development agenda. Further efforts to harmonize work are needed.

Suggested topics for the 2008 partnership meeting (can also be discussed on the proposed
donor web platform):

 Rural development and IWRM in Africa, considering scenarios of climate change

 Institutional development and sustainability of development processes in agriculture

 How to exercise more influence over policy and governance issues

 How can we work in post-conflict countries?

 How to upscale investments into agriculture and rural development issues

 Developing methodologies for “climate-proofing” our portfolios

 Exploring the links between natural resource degradation (including desertification, soil fertility and
water management), threatened food security, and migration

 How best to serve the resource poor small farmer, especially women farmers

 Microfinance

 Development of financial mechanisms to protect (small) farmers from agricultural commodity price
fluctuations in international markets/agricultural fair trade (e.g., insurance mechanisms)

 How to strengthen the connections between agricultural research and development impacts

 Developing new approaches to monitoring and evaluation that support KM, an innovation systems
approach, and scaling up of successful innovations

 Harmonization of aid and alignment with CAADP principles and the Paris Declaration; linking the
WCA-agricultural donor partnership with the Global Platform of donors

 Biofuels and the consequences of their development for energy vs. food supply uses

 Cotton

 GMOs

 More emphasis placed on linking agricultural production to markets (market-driven strategies, improved
market infrastructure) and creating enabling policy environments to facilitate effective innovation systems

The way forward:

 It was recommended to create a permanent web site of the donor partnership forum that can be updated
by all parties and with links to individual sites. The meeting invited IFAD to seek ways to upgrade its
current web-based platform to accommodate the donor partnership forum. IFAD proposed to collaborate
with AfDB and other interested donors in establishing web-based information sharing within its
FIDAfrique network.

 The Agence Français de Développement (AFD) has consented to host the next meeting of the donor
partnership at a time to be announced.
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 The meeting underscored the importance of bridging the gap between Ministers of Agriculture and
Finance regarding increasing budgetary allocations to the agricultural sector. Accordingly, it was
recommended that a meeting between these two groups be organized. A side event can be organized on
this subject at the annual meetings of the African Development Bank in Maputo in May 2008. The
partnership forum called upon the AfDB and FAO to take necessary steps to facilitate this event.

 The meeting welcomed the forthcoming international conference on the Congo Basin (February 2008) as
an important step to safeguard the ecosystems of this World Heritage Site and its vital resources.

 Various specific collaborative efforts will be undertaken, including:

1) ABN (Niger River Basin Authority) – AfDB, Global Mechanism, and additional partners,
2) Collaborative financing of Kandadji dam on the Niger River – AfDB and AFD;
3) development of rural markets in Benin, including enhanced access to credit for rural women (AfDB

and IFAD);
4) FAO Conference on Climate Change and Bioenergy (June 3-5, 2008 and related thematic preparatory

meetings that will be organized on climate change mitigation, adaptation, diseases, biofuels, food and
fuel security; NGO & private sector consultation – for more information, see the FAO website –
www.fao.org).

Participants in the meeting issued a formal vote of thanks to the African Development Bank and the
OSAN staff for their excellent organization and conduct of the meeting.


