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Believing that capable and responsible states are key actors in confronting and 

overcoming today’s global developmental challenges, and that the building of capable 

state institutions for a democratic state is a continuous, long-term goal;  

 

Agreeing that one of the most pressing issues facing our continent is to embark on a 

path to free African countries from their dependence on foreign assistance and 

indebtedness, and that an indispensable condition of this is the strengthening of our 

capacity to mobilize domestic resources;  

 

Recognising that a key component of capable states is the existence of efficient and 

effective tax administrations, and that many African countries, like most countries 

globally, face significant challenges in respect of the effectiveness of their tax systems;  

 

Convinced that taxation is essential to sustainable development, and that all sectors of 

society should work together to promote fair and efficient tax systems and 

administrations that will ensure that each country receives the fruits of its own 

economic achievement and, at the same time, improves its overall governance;  

 

Recognising also that, over the coming decade, the African continent will need to 

enlarge its sources of tax revenues and broaden its tax base considerably, in order to 

compensate for the move away from trade taxes resulting from WTO obligations and 

from regional trade agreements;  
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Aware that improving revenue performance will require a major improvement in tax 

administration through better service delivery, taxpayer education, effective use of 

automated systems, better cooperation among tax administrations to counter tax 

evasion and aggressive tax planning, and strengthening audit and human resource 

management capability;  

 

Concerned at the international findings on the issues of tax havens and capital flight 

from Africa;  

 

Pleased with the significant progress made by the African Tax Administration Forum 

(ATAF) since its Inaugural Conference in Kampala, Uganda in November 2009 in 

establishing itself as an international organisation that would primarily focus on 

developing African tax administrations;  

 

Recognising the significance of the support of development partners for the work of 

ATAF and that, in meeting the challenges faced by African tax administrations, they can 

do more to sustain revenue-raising efforts on the continent, and that external assistance 

must be built on a clear analysis of domestic conditions and priorities; and  

 

Acknowledging the important work that has thus far been made possible through the 

“Agreement between the African Development Bank and the Government of the 

Republic of South Africa: Providing a Grant from the resources of the Canadian Trust 

Fund in support of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF)”;  
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In the above context, and wishing to cement our already-existing strong relationship 

since the ATAF Inaugural Conference, we hereby confirm our firm intention to 

strengthen our cooperation, demonstrating our shared commitment to mobilising 

domestic resources more effectively and increasing the accountability of our states to 

our citizens.   

 

To this end, the African Development Bank is prepared to become an Associate 

Member of ATAF at such time that the latter ATAF becomes a legal entity in 

accordance with its Agreement and its Rules and Procedures.  

 

 

 

Tunis, November 15th, 2010 

 

 


