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The International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women – 25 November – marks the beginning 
of 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, 
which culminates on 10 December – Human Rights Day. 
The campaign is a time to spur action and raise 
awareness – where governments, individuals and 
organisations around the world come together to call 
for the prevention and elimination of violence against 
women and girls.  
 
Each year, the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women 
appeals for global action to increase worldwide 
awareness and create opportunities for debate and to 
act on challenges and possible solutions. This year’s 
theme, ‘Leave No One Behind: End Violence against 

Women and Girls’, celebrates the unifying nature of one of the essential principles of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, while underscoring the world’s efforts to ‘reach the furthest behind 
first’. This is in line with one of the twin objectives of the African Development Bank (AfDB) 2013-2022 
Ten Year Strategy – achieving growth that is more inclusive, leading not just to equality of treatment 
and opportunity but to deep reductions in poverty and a correspondingly large increase in jobs. 
 
Violence against women and girls brings huge economic costs to any society and is a clear barrier to 
sustainable development. The negative impact on women’s participation in education, employment 
and civic life undermines poverty reduction. Such impacts include loss of employment and 
productivity, drained resources from social services, the justice system, health-care agencies and 
employers. Such factors also hinder the AfDB’s High-Five Agenda; thus efforts must be made to counter 
such negative impacts on the continent. 
 
Research has found that the cost of violence against women could amount to around 2 per cent of 
global gross domestic product (GDP). This is equivalent to approximately US$1.5 trillion – the size of 
Canada’s economy. Research also shows that women who are exposed to intimate partner violence 
are employed in higher numbers in casual and part-time work and their earnings are 60% lower 
compared to women who do not experience such violence.  
 
In accordance with the ‘Leave No One Behind: End Violence against Women and Girls’ theme of the 
campaign, the AfDB is joining the world to create advocacy opportunities and highlight one of the core 
visions of the 2030 Agenda: a ‘just, equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in which the 
needs of the most vulnerable are met.’ 
 
By putting a spotlight on the wide implications and consequences of violence against women and girls 
within the most marginalized groups, the AfDB aims to raise awareness and spark a global conversation 
on the need for inclusive and sustainable programmes, policies and resources in the framework of the 
2030 Agenda.  
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http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://endviolence.un.org/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/69/l.85&lang=e
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/69/l.85&lang=e


 
Join us to advocate for inclusive programmes and policies that address the barriers faced by the most 
underserved and disadvantaged groups of women and girls and include them in planning, policy 
formulation, decision-making, implementation and outcomes. 

 
We call for the sustainable and robust financing for efforts to prevent and eliminate violence against 
women and girls on all levels.  
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