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The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence is an international campaign which takes 
place each year, from 25th November - marked as the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women - to 10th December, Human Rights 
Day. The campaign serves as an awareness and 
organizing strategy through which Governments, 
individuals, and organizations around the world are 
able to call for the prevention and elimination of 
violence against women and girls.  

The United Nations Secretary-General’s campaign 
UNiTE to End Violence against Women calls for global 
action to increase worldwide awareness and create 
opportunities for debate and action about challenges 
and possible solutions. The theme for this year is: 

“Leave No One Behind: End Violence against Women and Girls”. It celebrates the unifying nature of one 
of the essential principles of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development - while underscoring the 
world’s goals to “reach the furthest behind first”. This is in line with one of the twin objectives of the 
African Development Bank’s (AfDB) 2013-2022 Ten Year Strategy – achieving growth that is more 
inclusive. Leading not just to equality of treatment and opportunity but to deep reductions in poverty, 
and a correspondingly large increase in jobs. 

Violence against women and girls (VAW) is one of the most rampant human rights violations, and includes 
forms that may be more common in specific settings, countries, and regions. Violence against women 
manifests itself as physical, sexual, emotional and economic. The most universally common forms include 
domestic and intimate partner violence, sexual violence (including rape), sexual harassment, and 
emotional/psychological violence.  

Violence against Women (VAW) manifests itself as physical, sexual, emotional and economic – the most 
universally common forms include domestic and intimate partner violence, sexual violence (including 
rape), sexual harassment, and emotional/psychological violence. According to United Nations estimates, 
one in three women world-wide has experienced physical or sexual violence as a result of her sex – with 
36.6% of female survivors of domestic violence in Africa. 
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http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://endviolence.un.org/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/69/l.85&lang=e


Violence is a major obstacle to women’s and girls’ progress, and to the welfare and development of their 
communities and societies as a whole. It has consequences to physical sexual and reproductive health. 
According to UNWOMEN and WHO, 16% of women are likely to have a low birth-weight baby as a result 
of violence.  42% of women who have experienced physical and sexual violence at the hands of a partner 
have experienced injuries as a result, and 38% of all murders of women globally were reported as being 
committed by their intimate partners.   

Despite the international community’s expressed interest and political will to address the global pandemic 
of violence against women and girls, the gap between binding commitments, laws and policies in place 
and the lived experiences of women and girls who should benefit from them is still far too wide. Cultural 
beliefs practices and mindsets remain strong barriers against equal rights and opportunities of men and 
women. Also, there is still a lack of adequate and sustained resources to translate the national efforts into 
effective programs and practices that make positive changes in the lives of women and girls.  
 
One of the biggest challenges that can potentially undermine Africa’s future growth prospects is violence 
against up to half of the continent’s population. Violence is a major obstacle to women’s and girls’ 
progress, and to the welfare and development of their communities and societies as a whole. It has 
consequences to the physical, psychological, sexual, economic, and reproductive health of survivors, their 
families, and the community as a whole.  
 
The African Development Bank cannot deliver its High Five agenda if violence against women and girls 
continues to occur. Violence against women and girls destroys half of the biggest asset Africa has – its 
people.  Efforts must be made to fight against gender based violence to aspire a positive change and 
inclusive growth for the continent.  
 
The African Development Bank found a clear association between women’s empowerment and violence 
against them. High education level and an independence source of income (such as employment outside 
the home) are key factors in reducing violence against women.  

The Bank will continue to support initiatives leading to empowering women, by mainstreaming gender in 
its operations and projects that contribute to reducing gender based violence through women’s 
empowerment.  

We want a World free of violence, we want a rising Africa where everyone, men, women, boys and girls 
together, we can build our nations with our full potential, without any barrier.  
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https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Development_Effectiveness_Review_2016/ADER__2016_EN.pdf

