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1. Background  
 
The UN General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/64/236 on 11 December 2009 agreeing 
to organize the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), otherwise 
referred to as Rio+20, at the highest possible level, including Heads of State and 
Government, in Brazil in June 2012. The objective of the Conference is to secure renewed 
political commitment for sustainable development, assess progress to date and the remaining 
gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable 
development, and address new and emerging challenges. The Conference will focus on two 
themes, namely: a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication; and the institutional framework for sustainable development. In order to ensure 
high-quality inputs to the Conference, the General Assembly called for effective preparations 
at all levels. 
 
Africa Regional Preparations for Rio+20 
 
Against the above backdrop, a bottom-up participatory Africa regional process was 
established to prepare African countries for the Conference. The process is spearheaded by 
ECA jointly with the African Union Commission (AUC) and the African Development Bank 
(AfDB), and in strong partnership with Regional Economic Communities (RECs), the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP)1. The overall objective of the preparations is to provide guidance and to facilitate 
consultations in order to ensure the coordination of Africa’s preparations for the Conference 
in an effective and efficient manner. The regional preparatory process is also intended to 
strengthen the regional consultative mechanism to support national, subregional and regional 
implementation after the Conference.  
 
Africa Report on Institutional and Strategic Frameworks for Sustainable Development 
 
As part of the regional preparations, ECA commissioned the Africa Report on Institutional 
and Strategic Frameworks for Sustainable Development (ISFSD) to facilitate the region’s 
deliberations on the same in the lead up to and during Rio+20. The preparation of this report 
was deemed crucial given that Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development is one 
of the substantive themes of the Conference. Moreover, well-conceived institutional   
frameworks constitute central strands in fostering the balanced integration of the social, 
economic and environmental pillars of sustainable development, and coherence and synergy 
among policies and programmes. The Africa report on ISFSD provides an assessment of the 
progress made as well as lessons learned in the development and operationalization of 
institutions and strategies for sustainable development.  
 
The report points out that a common challenge that persists is balancing the integration of the 
three pillars in planning, budgeting and implementation of plans and programmes. This is 
attributed to the lack of synergy among the institutions dealing with the different pillars. It 
states that the relatively weak involvement of planning and finance ministries in sustainable 
development issues is a major challenge to integrating three pillars. Moreover, social sector 
ministries need to be better integrated into the mainstream sustainable development agenda. 

                                                 
1 A website dedicated to the Africa Regional Preparatory Process for Rio+20 can be accessed at: 
http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/sdd/events/Rio20/CFSSD7.asp 
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The ISFSD report, together with other background reports on the objective and themes of 
Rio+20, was deliberated on at the Africa Regional Preparatory Conference for Rio+20, in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in October 2011.  The Africa Consensus Statement to Rio+20 
adopted at the Regional Conference, and subsequently endorsed by the 18th African Union 
Summit held in January 2012, articulates Africa’s key priorities and expectations on ISFSD 
from Rio+20. 
 
2. Rationale for the Pre-event     
 
The Africa Consensus Statement to Rio+20 calls for actions to achieve the balanced 
integration and policy coherence across the social, economic and environmental pillars of 
sustainable development. This call has been strongly echoed in the global preparatory 
meetings including the informal negotiations on the draft Rio+20 outcome document. Central 
to achieving a balanced integration of the three pillars and thus accelerating progress towards 
sustainable development are effective and well-coordinated institutions at global, regional 
subregional, national and local levels.  
 
It is therefore pertinent that Africa is adequately prepared to articulate its vision for a 
reformed global institutional framework that could support institutions at these levels to 
effectively integrate the three pillars and implement sustainable development agreements and 
strategies. Such a global institutional framework should ensure effective linkages and 
enhance implementation synergies at all levels. 
 
In light of the above, this pre-event will provide a platform for Africa and its partners to share 
and deliberate on the findings contained in the Africa Report on ISFSD with a special focus 
on institutional frameworks for sustainable development. It will also facilitate discussions on 
the kind of institutional frameworks needed at regional, subregional, national and local levels, 
that would promote a balanced integration of the three pillars; and the global level 
institutional architecture for the integration of the three pillars that would support such 
institutions and foster effective linkages based on the principle of subsidiarity.   
 
Furthermore, the side event will serve as a platform to catalyze further consultations after 
Rio+20 on the strengthening of institutions in Africa and promote knowledge networking 
with other regions of the world. 
 
3. Organizer 
 
The pre-event is being organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA), in collaboration with the African Union Commission (AUC), the African 
Development Bank (AfDB), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United 
Nations Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (UNOSAA), and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 
 
4. Objectives  
 
The objectives of the pre-event are to: 
 

(i) Share the main findings of the Africa Report on Institutional and Strategic 
Frameworks for Sustainable Development  
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(ii) Deliberate on institutions for sustainable development at all levels in Africa, 

and how these could be strengthened to achieve a balanced integration of the 
three pillars with a view to accelerating progress towards sustainable 
development in the region; 

 
(iii) Provide a platform to deliberate on the global institutional framework for 

sustainable development that could best support Africa’s institutions at all 
levels towards ensuring effective implementation; 

 
(iv) Generate actionable recommendations for further consultations after Rio+20 

on enhancing the functioning of institutions for sustainable development in 
Africa 

 
5. Format of the Pre-event  
 
The pre-event will consist of one and half hour of moderated panel discussion bringing 
together panelists from key institutions that operate at regional, subregional, national and 
local levels. 
 
(a) The Moderator will make introductory remarks and then invite ECA to make a brief 

presentation of no more than 10 minutes, based on the Africa Report on ISFSD, 
highlighting the key findings and policy recommendations for strengthening IFSD at 
regional, subregional, national and local levels to achieve a balanced integration of the 
pillars of sustainable development. The presentation will conclude with leading 
questions which the panelists will address from various perspectives with a focus on 
fostering the balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable development. 
(i) What institutional frameworks are needed at regional, sub-regional, national 

and local levels to achieve a balanced integration and enhance 
implementation? 

(ii) How could linkages between the institutions at regional, subregional and 
national levels be strengthened to enhance coordination, synergy and policy 
coherence to achieve the balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable 
development?  

(iii) What kind of institutional architecture for the integration of the three pillars at 
the global level would best support the institutional framework for sustainable 
development at regional, subregional, national and local levels? 

(iv) What further guidance and recommendations can you make on further 
consultations to foster the strengthening and effective functioning of 
institutions for sustainable development in Africa?. 

  
(b) The Moderator will then invite the following panelists to respond in no more than 

seven minutes each, to the issues raised in the ECA presentation: 
(i) Regional level- AUC; 
(ii) Subregional – a selected REC; 
(iii) National level- a selected member State; and 
(iv) Local level- a representative of local authorities. 

 
(c) Following the interventions from the panelists, the moderator will invite questions 

from the floor. 
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(d) In concluding, the moderator will highlight the key recommendations and messages.  
 
6. Expected outcomes 
 
The pre-event is expected to lead to: 
 

(i) Enhanced understanding and appreciation of institutional frameworks for 
sustainable development at all levels in the Africa that would promote a 
balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable development and 
enhance implementation progress;  

(ii) Concrete suggestions on the global institutional architecture for sustainable 
development that could enhance linkages and synergies and support Africa’s  
aspirations on integrating the three pillars, and accelerating implementation; 
and 

(iii) Clear recommendations on further consultations for the strengthening and 
effective functioning of institutions for sustainable development in Africa 

 
 

7. Target audience 
 
The target audience and participants include Heads of delegations and experts, 
representatives of UN Agencies, bilateral and multilateral development partners and major 
Groups. 
 
8. Working language 
 
The working languages will be English and French. Simultaneous interpretation in the two 
languages will be available.  
 
9. Date and venue 
 
The Event will be held in Room P3-B at Rio Centro on 17 June 2012 from 15:30 to 17:00.  
 


