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What is the African Carbon Support Programme? 

Following the very low participation of African countries in Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), the 

African Development Bank (AfDB) with support of Japanese Fund for African Private Sector Assistance 

(FAPA), a joint initiative of Japan, Austria and the AfDB to promote private sector development in Africa, 

launched “African Carbon Support Programme” (ACSP) in December 2010. This two year programme 

aims at assisting its regional member countries to benefit from the carbon markets.  

The programme is housed in ONEC 3, Division of environment and climate change (E&CC) at the Energy, 

E&CC Department, African Development Bank. 

Carbon Limits, an Oslo, Norway-based firm that provides advisory services on carbon markets and 

finance, carries out the ACSP with the Bank. 

The Programme helps project developers be more competitive in the Clean Development Mechanism 

(CDM) process and helps expand CDM’s scope in Africa. Currently, of the $2-3 billion traded annually 

through CDM, Africa gets only 2 percent of the payments. By helping build capacity in assessing CDM 

potential and project preparation, ACSP will help more project developers commercialize the carbon 

potential of their projects. Increasing Africa’s rates of CDM participation could bring significant 

resources and clean development opportunities to Africa.  

What does ACSP do ? 

1. Develops the CDM component of selected AfDB projects  

1.1   Development of PINs 

The ACSP will continuously identify and develop potential CDM projects in the AfDB’s project portfolio. 

The developer does not incur additional costs, and no financial gains from the sale of carbon credits 

accrue to the Bank.  

Upon screening, if the CDM potential is high, the Bank informs the project developer and with the 

developer’s approval, develops the CDM component.  

The ACSP will also support project developers by circulating the “Project Idea Notes” (PINs) to potential 

carbon credit buyers, sponsors and investors through various channels such as the Africa Carbon Forum, 

Carbon Expo, CDM bazar, etc. The target is to develop a total of 12 PINs where 8 of them will be 

developed further to Project Design Document and registered by UNFCCC. 

As of December 2011, ACSP has selected eleven (11) projects as eligible to CDM out of a portfolio of 53 

projects sponsored by AfDB and prepared nine (9) PINs.  These projects are the following: 

1. CODER  56 & 36 MW hydro power project - Gabon 

2. ESKOM 100 MW wind farm project - South Africa 
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3. Ethiopia- Kenya interconnection project - Regional (Ethiopia and Kenya) 

4. Itezhi Tezhi Hydro Power project - Zambia. 

5. Kenya International Sugar Company Ltd (KISCOL) cogeneration project - Kenya1 

6. Lagos cable propelled transit  project - Nigeria 

7. Ouarzazate Concentrated Solar Power Plant – Morocco 

8. Domestic bio-digesters project – Zambia 

9. Menengai  Geothermal project – Kenya 

10. Concentrated solar thermal power generation project - Botswana     

11. Windiga PV solar power plant – Burkina Faso 

 

1.2 Assisting the project owner to secure funds to register the CDM project 

The ACSP will assist developers in accessing financing to cover upfront costs, either through grants or 

soft loans from existing schemes if possible or through call for proposals from carbon credits buyers. 

Such schemes include the UNFCCC concessional loan scheme (when it becomes operational), UNEP´s 

Africa Carbon Asset Development facility targeting Sub-Saharan Africa, donor country schemes, 

specialized carbon asset development companies and buyers of carbon credits. 

As the development of a high quality project design document (PDD) is an essential step for projects to 

be registered under the CDM, the programme will assist project owners in identifying and managing 

experts to assist in that process: selecting and contracting a PDD consultant and controlling the quality 

of the document produced.  

1.3 Assisting project owners to commercialize the carbon credits to be generated  

The ACSP will provide advisory services to project owners in selecting carbon credits (CER) buyers, and in 

negotiating and signing an Emission Reduction Purchase Agreement (ERPA). 

2. Develops tools 

2.1  PIN template 

A specific AfDB PIN2 template was developed-in collaboration with UNEP Risoe centre- primarily to cater 

for potential CDM projects in the Bank’s pipeline, and, if required, for use on other projects outside the 

Bank’s portfolio that might also benefit from the support of the ACSP. As existing PIN templates are 

often considered by project developers to be too detailed and complicated, this template was 

specifically designed to be “user-friendly”, relying on easy to understand and direct language, yet 

                                                           
1
 Has been halted. 

2
 PIN : CDM Project Idea Note 
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comprehensive enough to provide sufficient information that would enable assessment of the potential 

of a particular project by interested stakeholders. The final version has been released both in English, 

French, Portuguese and Spanish. 

 

2.2  Compilation and analysis of the main CDM capacity building and adaptation programs 

implemented in Africa  

The report has been finalized and copies were distributed at the African Carbon Forum held in 

Marrakesh on the 4th-6th July 2011. The report outlines the main CDM and adaptation initiatives that 

have been undertaken in Africa, their achievements, challenges/barriers and lessons learnt. These 

initiatives have been undertaken to remove barriers that tend to prevent active participation of African 

countries in the CDM market and enhance the resilience of countries and communities to the harmful 

impacts of climate change. Coordinators of these initiatives were contacted to obtain up to date 

information as well as confirm the information contained in the report. The aim of  the report is to assist 

not only Bank staff, but also the RMCs and other interested stakeholders, such as the Bank’s 

development partners, in setting robust and region specific new plans and strategies that would 

promote the active participation of African countries towards the challenges of climate change with 

respect to both mitigation and adaptation. 

 

2.3 Design of a tool for climate change vulnerability assessment and adaptation options 

The aim of the tool is to facilitate assessment of the likely potential impacts of climate change in the 

RMCs and the relevant investment plans of the Bank. The assessment is based on the available climate 

change impact predictions scaled down to individual RMC level to assess the impacts and how the 

projects financed by the Bank in different sectors are likely to be affected. It provides both current and 

future climate information that would assist Bank officers to modify or adjust projects in order to 

withstand predicted extreme weather events. 

 

2.4  Development of a new CDM Methodology 

A new CDM Methodology on cross-border electricity connection will be developed. This new 

methodology will be applicable to the transmission of electricity from renewable sources within regional 

power pools. Such a methodology will expand the scope of CDM in Africa, where interconnection is 

expanding. 

The Ethiopia-Kenya Hydro power Project will be used as a case study in the development of cross border 

electricity connection methodology. 

3. Carries capacity building for DNAs in RMCs 
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As the successful development and registration of CDM projects depends, to a great extent, on the host 

country Designated National Authority (DNA), the programme will provide, on request, tailored capacity 

building activities for DNAs in countries where potential CDM projects have been identified. 

 

 


