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The Africa Climate Week (ACW) is the premier annual regional climate event, 
which seeks to promote climate action in Africa including mobilizing support 
for the implementation of country Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 
under the Paris Agreement and to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 
Building on the successful 2018 ACW hosted in Kenya, the 2019 ACW is the 
first major climate event after the COP 24 agreement on “Katowice Climate 
Package” (or the Paris Rule Book). It is the right platform, ahead of the 2020 
deadline, to raise national climate ambitions at a continental level. The theme 
of ACW 2019 is, “Climate Action in Africa – A Race We Can Win”, which 
is aligned with the United Nations Secretary-General’s Climate Summit this 
September to spur global leaders to pledge stronger commitments to reduce 
emissions and strengthen resilience. 

The African Development Bank’s 2016-2020 Climate Change Action Plan 
(CCAP2) aims to scale up climate finance mobilized to 40% of total project 
approvals by 2020. The ACW, therefore is an excellent opportunity to dialogue 
with multi stakeholders on opportunities for Africa to fast track its development 
plans through raising ambition on sustainable economic growth. It presents a 
stage to demonstrate good practices and promote innovative green ideas.  As 
the only Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) based in Africa, it is important for 
the Bank, at this ACW, to rally for adequate concessional financing to de-risk 
private capital, which is necessary to drive sustainable development in Africa.

CLIMATE WEEKAFRICA
Accra, Ghana 18-22 March 2019

Climate change offers new investment opportunities into 
low carbon and climate resilient technologies. The African 
Development Bank is playing a leading role in mobilizing climate 
finance by creating enabling environments and channeling funds 
for innovative renewable energy platforms and technologies.

African countries require significant resources to meet their 
commitments to the Paris Agreement. The Africa NDC 
Hub hosted at the African Development Bank, represents a 
concerted effort by development partner institutions to leverage 
each other’s comparative advantage in mobilizing resources 
necessary for Africa to embark on a low-carbon and climate-
resilient development pathway
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Session/Topic Date |Time

Regional Dialogue on NDC Implementation for Africa 18 March 

Opening Remarks on the role of the African Development Bank
in supporting African countries’ NDC implementation 9:00-10:00AM 

Regional Dialogue on NDC Implementation for Africa 18 March 

NDC-Related Outcomes of COP-24 & the Talanoa Dialogue in 
the Context of 2020 10:00-11:00AM

Regional Dialogue on NDC Implementation for Africa 19 March

Mobilizing Finance for NDC Implementation 11:15AM-12:45PM

20 March

9:30-10:55AM
21 March

11:00AM-1:25PM

21 March
3:30-6:00PM 

Finance 3 - Cities and Local Action 21 March

Financing Cities and Local Action for NDC Implementation 3:30-6:00PM

21 March
6:00-7:00PM
22 March
11:00AM-12:30PM

Policy 2: Cities and Local Action

Cocktail launching of the pilot phase for the Adaptation Based 
Mechanism (ABM)

Side-event on Financing Adaptation in NDC

Policy 3: Energy Transition

Delivering the Temperature Goal: Outcomes of COP 24 and 
Next Steps on Implementation

Build and strengthen partnerships to 
promote climate-resilient and low-
carbon development in Africa in line 
with the Bank’s Climate Change 
Action Plan and it’s High 5s Agenda 
(2016-2020).
 
Support African positions in 
negotiations by advocating for Africa’s 
needs and providing a platform for 
dialogue.
 
Mobilise finance for climate-resilient 
and low-carbon development in Africa, 
inviting donors to commit funds for 
replenishment including the General 
Capital Increase, multilateral climate 
funds and the Bank’s trust funds.

Acquire and share knowledge 
and experience that will promote 
learning and ensure the Bank 
leads the latest developments 
in climate change and climate 
finance on the Continent.

Showcase the African 
Development Bank at the 
centre of transitioning Africa 
towards inclusive and green 
growth.
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THE AFRICA CLIMATE WEEK IS OUR PLATFORM TO:

AGENDA

Amadou Hott
Vice-President of Power, Energy and Climate Change



AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK’S ROLE IN 
     ACCELERATING CLIMATE CHANGE IN AFRICA

The African Development Bank is exploring opportunities for accelerating 
climate action through funding and supporting implementation of NDCs for 
African countries and inclusive development to achieve the goals of the Paris 
Agreement.

The Bank has made progressive efforts in mainstreaming climate change and 
green growth into its investments across the continent, resulting in more than 
85% of Bank’s operations based on climate-informed design considerations - 
a great improvement compared to the 70% achieved in 2017.

The Bank is committed to addressing climate change in its investments, 
as outlined in the CCAP2. This plan outlines measures to climate-proof the 
Bank’s operations thereby ensuring that new projects are designed, located, 
implemented and managed to cost-effectively minimise climate change risks.  
The Bank developed tools such as the Climate Safeguards System (CSS) 
and the Adaptation Review and Evaluation Procedures tool (AREP) to 
screen all Bank projects, with a specific focus on climate risk screening and 
remedial actions.  

The Green House Gas Accounting Tool seek ways of minimise the carbon 
foot print of Bank’s operations. This system allows for modification of Bank 
projects’ design to ensure consideration of low carbon option. In addition to 
improving sustainability and impact of projects, mainstreaming climate change 
offers the opportunity of including ancillary elements to project design which 
would be eligible for financing from various climate funds.

The Bank committed to allocate 40% of its funding as climate finance 
by 2020. This target was the highest among all MDBs. The Bank has made 
significant progress on this commitment, moving from 9% in 2016 to 28% in 
2017 and 32% in 2018. The Bank is on course to achieving this target this year, 
one year ahead of the target date. The Bank has raised the share of adaptation 
finance from less than 30% in 2016 to about 49%  in 2018.

To boost the Bank’s ability to deploy financial resources to assist African 
countries, the Bank has created the Disaster Risk Financing mechanism and 
the African Financial Alliance on Climate Change to strengthen domestic 
mobilization of private capital. The Bank is also supporting Regional Member 
Countries in the establishment of National Climate Funds and the issuance of 
sovereign green bonds.



2016-2020 -TARGETS TO REDUCE CLIMATE VULNERABILITY
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CLIMATE FUNDS

Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA)
With USD 95 million from Denmark, USA, UK, Italy and Norway, SEFA promotes 

energy access and local economic development by unlocking investments in 

small and medium-scale renewable energy and energy-efficiency projects. 

Africa Climate Change Fund (ACCF)
With USD 14 million from Germany, Italy, and Flanders (Belgium), the ACCF 

supports African countries to scale-up access to climate finance and advance 

climate-resilient development in line with their NDCs. 

ClimDev Special Fund (CDSF)
A financing arm of the joint African Union Commission, UN Economic 

Commission for Africa and Afrifcan Development Bank’s Climate for Development 

in Africa Programme, CDSF finances the generation and use of information for 

climate-resilient development.

African Water Facility (AWF)
An initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water, AWF assists African 

countries to mobilise resources for sustainable development in the water and 

sanitation sector. Since 2006 it has mobilised EUR 151.2 million from 15 partners 

and supported 104 projects in 52 countries. 

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Fund (RWSSI)
With EUR 182 million from seven donors, RWSSI Fund supports activities to 

strengthen the enabling environment and sustainably address water, sanitation 

and hygiene challenges across Africa. 

Urban Municipal Development Fund (UMDF)
Funded by the Nordic Development Fund, the UMDF supports planning and 

project development for climate-resilient urban infrastructure in cities across Africa

Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund (YEI)
As part of the Jobs for Youth in Africa (JfYA) Strategy, with the support of Denmark 

and Norway, YEI strengthens the employment and entrepreneurship ecosystem 

for young people in Africa, including in low-carbon, climate-resilient sectors.

Internal Trust Funds contributing to Climate Action



 
Climate Investment Funds (CIF)
The Bank has a portfolio of 24 approved projects with the CIF, totaling USD 830 

million, covering clean technology, forestry investment, climate-resilience pilots 

and renewable energy scaling in low-income countries. 

Global Environment Facility (GEF)
The Bank has a portfolio 35 projects with the GEF, totaling USD 302 million in 

GEF financing and USD 2.8 billion in co-financing. The GEF7 replenishment 

cycle (2018-2022) offers the chance to mobilise further resources. 

Green Climate Fund (GCF)
Following its accreditation to the GCF in 2016, the Bank has four approved 

projects totaling USD 513 million, or which USD 169 million from the GCF. 

Adaptation Fund (AF)
The AF supports activities to strengthen resilience and adapt to climate change. 

The Bank has several projects in the pipeline and also supports readiness for 

direct access to the fund by African countries.

www.theGEF.org

External climate funds where the Bank is an implementing entity



The African Development Bank put climate action as a core part of its ‘High-
5’ priorities. It is spearheading a number of initiatives, programs and funds to 
counter environmental and climate change threats and champion innovative 
green investment strategies.

MOROCCO 
NOOR CONCENTRATED SOLAR POWER PROJECT
Climate Investment Funds: USD 100M, African Development Bank: USD 240.40M
Purpose: To reduce Morocco’s energy dependence on external markets by developing concentrated solar power (125 to 160 MW)

Key results:

217,000 tons CO2 
avoided in 2017 alone

More than 
2,000 green jobs created

Over 814 GWh of clean energy produced and 
delivered through the national electric grid since 2016

GHANA   

Climate Investment Funds: USD 10M, African Development Bank: USD 14M 

RESTORATION OF DEGRADED FOREST RESERVES THROUGH CERTIFIED PLANTATION 

Purpose: To catalyze private sector involvement in the establishment and maintenance of sustainable commercial forestry plantations on degraded forest reserves in Ghana

Key results:  

Almost 1,100 green jobs created,
of which 40% earmarked for 
women 

12,000 ha of degraded forest land 
restored and transformed into commercial 
forestry plantations 

2.8 million tons CO
2
 eq 

in GHG emissions 
reductions over 40 years

CLIMATE SMART PROJECT EXAMPLES



MOZAMBIQUE    
BAIXO LIMPOPO IRRIGATION AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE PROGRAM
Climate Investment Funds: USD 15.75M, African Development Bank: USD 25.40M 
Purpose: To contribute to poverty reduction through increased value addition and provision of climate resilient infrastructure for increased agricultural productivity

Key results:

Annual income of 
small-holder farmers and rural 
entrepreneurs increased by 

50%

New irrigation scheme fully 
installed and pre-existing 

irrigation scheme fully 
rehabilitated

Annual production 
of rice and vegetables 

nearly doubled 

2,722 additional hectares 
covered for vegetable 

production

COTE D’IVOIRE

Global Environment Facility: USD 7.1M, African Development Bank: USD 21.3M
Purpose: To enhance local capacity to assess and respond to environmental degradation through the application of integrated urban planning and management methods 
while encouraging the uptake of lower carbon technologies to reduce GHG emissions and improve air quality.
Key results:

City-wide drainage 
and climate adaptation 

strategy

Detailed urban plans Urban observatory with a planning 
database in place and operational

SUSTAINABLE CITIES - ABIDJAN INTEGRATED SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

Capacity building for air quality 
monitoring and traffic management 

agencies



Africa NDC Hub
The Africa NDC Hub serves as a collaborative platform and resource pool to 

support African countries implement their NDCs.

Getting Started
Africa NDC Hub Secretariat operationalized

Growing the Partnership – 17 member institutions as of November 2018

Endorsement of the Africa NDC Hub Work Programme (2018-2020)

Institutional Capacity Building
Climate Finance Training for Small and Medium Entrepreneurs (SMEs) in Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, 

Nigeria, Kenya, Liberia 

Pilot country cases of tools and guidelines for integrated Climate, Land, Energy and Water 

strategies (CLEWs) approach to support the implementation of NDCs in Ethiopia and Sierra Leone

NDC Country Support
Country engagement consultations in collaboration with the NDC Partnership: Rwanda, Uganda, 

Kenya, Namibia, Mozambique, Seychelles, Zimbabwe, South Africa

Pilot country assessments on integration of NDCs into national and sub-national implementation of 

the Sustainable Development Goals

Closing the Knowledge Gap
Publications:

- African NDCs Gaps Analysis Report

- Analysis of Adaptation Components of African NDCs

- Guidance Notes on Mainstreaming NDC and SDGs in National Development Plans

- Green Growth Readiness Assessment in Africa: Case studies - Rwanda, Senegal, Kenya, 

Gabon, Mozambique, Tunisia, Morocco

- Assessment and guidelines on renewable energy policy and regulatory frameworks for 

enhanced coherence of NDCs

Africa NDC Hub Secretariat: Davinah Uwella - d.milenge-uwella@afdb.org

FOCUS AREAS Adaptation

To foster long term
climate action

To mobilise means 
of implementationon

To promote coordination, 
advocacy and partnerships 

Private sector engagement

PILLARS

SPECIAL INITIATIVES

Africa NDC Hub Achievements



African Financial Alliance on Climate Change (AFAC) 
The AFAC aims to bring together Africa’s financial sector to lead the mobilization 

and deployment of climate finance in Africa for climate action. In particular, 

the development of tools and methodologies to measure progress in shifting 

financial sector portfolios towards low carbon and climate resilient investments.

Adaptation Benefits Mechanism (ABM)
The Adaptation Benefits Mechanism (ABM) is an innovative mechanism 

for mobilizing new and additional public and private sector finance to 

enhance climate change adaptation action. It has the potential to speed 

up host countries’ transformation toward low-carbon, climate-resilient, and 

sustainable development pathways.

ABM will de-risk and incentivize investments in adaptation by certifying the value of resilience in terms 

of certified social, economic and environmental benefits of adaptation activities and incremental 

costs (adaptation benefits). Results-based payments for certified adaptation benefits would form an 

additional revenue stream for project developers and be used to secure finance for adaptation action. 

 

ABM will contribute a new business model for adaptation that supports the achievement of: the Paris 

Agreement goals on adaptation and climate finance; the UNFCCC long-term finance goal; adaptation 

ambitions and needs of the host countries as expressed in NDCs, NAPs, and sustainable development 

plans and SDGs. Adaptation benefits could also be used for accountability towards international 

cooperation priorities, corporate and social responsibility or philanthropic objectives. 

In the period 2019-2023, the African Development Bank will pilot ABM through demonstration projects 

in Africa and deliver an operational mechanism to the international community for wider use.  ABM is 

deemed potentially applicable in all countries in all regions.

AFAC Secretariat: Davinah Uwella - d.milenge-uwella@afdb.org

ABM specialist: Lucy Naydenova - l.naydenova@afdb.org
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